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in most cases of the husband aud wife ‘who ought to be abso-
lutely and judicially separated, but who are compelled to drag
along in chains which a professedly moral world says are not to
be interfered with. The rich man knows nothing of the pangs
of hunger and poverty. The good mnan knows little of the depth
of degradation into which many of his fellow-men have fallen.
The husband and father, whose life is one of peace and domestic
happiness, cannot understand the terrible ordeal a frail, delicate
and sensitive woman may have to undergo at the hands of a
brutal husband, or what a husband suffers through the negleet
and infidelities of u reckless wife. The evil results of such con-
ditions are felt most keenly by those who have no means of in-
dulging in pleasure of any kind. KEngaged all day in labour or
business drudgery, the return cach evening to what is misnamed
home is accompanied by or is met with a repetition of violence,
abuse and suspicions which have destroyed the sympathy and
kinduess of the earlier years of married life, if such foolings ever
existed.  Escape hy legal means from this daily and hourly life of
misery is practieally impossible to people without money. Drink
is indulged in as an antidete to the domestie poison, hut this only
aggravates the discase amd often ends in erime. The rough out-
line of such lives is all that the world knows or sees. The sins
of ¢the erring wife. or the brutality of the hushand are never
fully known to the publie. A Divoree Court alone can shew
something of the facts following an unfortunate marriage, but
the whole truth of domestic unhappiness cannot in any case be
fully expressed.

I say, therefore, that there are many cases in which relief of
¢ permanent character should he given. If this proposition is
granted, it then becomes only 1 matter of prudence and wisdom,
as to how far and on what grounds, relief may he open to those
whose claims come wituin the general class of cases deserving
remedial action. It iz however argued that it is better that such
things should be than that the door should be opened to divorce
proceedings, and it is also contended that by opening the door,
the general tone of morality and the standard of married life




