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PARSONS V. CITY 0' liONDON.

.llunicipal corporation-Trusiee for ratcpayers-Sale of mlini-
cipal property-Undcr value--Yreach oif t~s-nuci

Motion by plaintiff to continue an injuntetion restraining the
defendante frcm carrying out the sale and purchase of some
municipal property in the c;ty of London. By Geo. V. o. 95, a.
10, the corporation of the city of London wam authorized to sell
at euch price and on such terme as the council înight deemn ex-.
pedient the City Hall, and the police station, or either of them,
and the lands on which they are situated.

Held, 1. A municipal corporation ie a trustee for ail rate-
payers and amenable to a like jurigdiction of the court as ie
exereised over trustees generaliy, and the plaintiff being a rate-
payer and therefore a cestui que truet eould maintain an action in
hie own nanie, on behaif of himeelf and other ratepayers, to
reet. ain the corporation f rom carrying out a sale which would,
in thie case, have been a 1,reach of trust. The strictness with
which the conduct of private trustees is watched by the courts
should âpply in ail its force to tlie -action of a municipal cor-
poratI>on in its dealings as a trustee.

2. It was the duty of the council in deaiing with corporation
property to be careful not to sel ivwith'out takîng steps to ineure
competition, so as to obtain the beet possible price. In this case
no such care hadl been exerciaed and there was a primà facie case
of ilrnproviden ,sale and therefore a breachi of trust.

Injuinction continued till trial, with costs.

RowedU, K.C., and C. Jarvis, for plaintiff. 1'. G. Meredith,
K.C., for the city of bondon. J. B. .1cKillop, for the Royal
Bank oif Canada. '
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