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the Caveidish Society ; a Life of Sir Humphrey Davy ; Life of u
rofessor John Reid, St. Andrews ; Chemistry of the Stars; P

Chemistry of the Electric Telegraph ; The Five Gateways of Know- t
ledge ; Researches on Colour Blindness; the volume on Chemistry G
in Chambers' Educational Course ; besides numerous pamphlets and a
lectures. His sudden departure has caused a blank which will not abe easily repaired, whether we look to the University and popular t
science, to the social circle, or to the cause of religion. He has sl
rested from his labors, and his works do follow him. To his friend t]
the Rev. D. Carins, in his dying moments. lie expressed his assured t
faith in the merits of his Redeemer, and lis latter end was peace.- t]
Promn the Edinburghl Conmut.

t:
r

No 3. THOMAS DE QUINCEY, ESQ. 0

Mr. Thomas (le Quincey died on 8th December at Edinburgh, hav- o
ng considerably passed the term of three score years and ten. Thomas
De Quincey was born at Manchester in 1786. He was educated at
Eton and Oxford. The biography of his early days may he found t
n his "Confession," and scattered through the pages of his other sbooks. The "Confessions of an Opium Eater," the book by which eDe Quincey is best known, originally appeared in the old London aMagazine in 1821. For soie weeks past his health lad been ser-
iously affected; but, as he was frequently an invalid, alarm was not s
excited as to his condition till very lately, and the end, though it .
could not be said to be cither sudden or premature, was yet 80 far t
unexpected. The Scotsmnan says that almost till the very last his
perceptions were as vivid, his interest in knowledge and affairs as t
keen as ever; and while his bodily frame, vasted by suffering and 1
thought, day by day faded and shrunk, his mind retained unim- a
paired its characteristic capaciousness, activity and acuteness. With- n
in a week or two he talked readily, and with all that delicacy of ddiscrimnination of which his conversation partook equally with his t
writings, of such matters as occupied public attention ; displaying t
so much of elasticity and power that even those who had the rare
privilege and opportunity of seeing him in those latter days cannot t
be otherwise than startled and shocked by the seeming suddenness ;
of his death. With the departure of Thomas De Quincey almost h
the very last of a brilliant band of mon of letters, who illuminated 0
the literary hemisphero of the first half of our century with starry 1
lustre-differing each fromn each in glory, but all resplendent--is
extinguished.--Manchester Guardian, Dec. 10. '

No. 4. THE SCHILLER FESIVALS.
The centennial anniversary of the birth of Frederich Schiller has

been celebrated throughout England, the United States and Canada
with great enthusiasm. He is the most popular of the German
poets, not even Goethe excepted. Schiller was born Nov, 10, 1759,
at Marback, a town of Wurtemberg, a few miles froin Stuttgardt,
on the banks of the Neckar. His father was a surgeon in the arny
of Wurtemburg, and possessed little but the emolument to be derived
from his office. His son Friedrich was sent to school at Labwigsburg
where he studied the Greek and Latin classics under the tuition of
the celebrated Jahn. His father's restricted circumstances, however
compelled himi to gatber the materials of lis éducation under varions
masters, and to, be left frequently to lis own resources of self cul-
ture. H1e was early distinguishcd for an exquisite sensibility and
a love of nature. There is an anecdote told of his having been
founid, whien quite a dhild, during a thmnderstorm, perched on a
brandli of a tree, gazing at the sky and watching thc flashes of liglit-
ning, and when lie was reprimanded, rcplying that it was so beauti-
fuI lie wishcd to sec where it cameî from.

1ANCIENT SHIELDS.
E.rtracts frontî a Paper recently1 rend «t the Canatlian insftute by the Reil. -John,

MeCa u, 1 LL.D., President of University ('ulleçjc.
Dr. _McCaul, at tho commencement of this paper, said that tho

subject presentedl a wido field for research;. and as lio bolioved there
were some misapprehlensions on soine points connected with it, whilst
on others there was a total silence on thc part of those who lad
cxamined it, thc topic soemod to 1)0 suitabie for hringing beforo the
Illatitutte. It was, howevor, too extensive to admit of tho wlole of
it being discussed at one meeting; ami hie therefore thouglit it adi-
visable te, limit himself to the oxamination of (Irecian shields ami
their characteristies. He nieed scarcely say that til main authority
in considcring this subject, was Hemer. The shields mentioned byhimi were circular, with a radius of probably cigliteen indhes. 11e

ses aspis and sakos indifferently, but it appears from a passage in the
hoenissue of Euripides, that there was a distinction in form. Perhaps
he latter was oblong. Besides these there were other ancient
roek shields not alluded to by Homer ; there were crescent-shaped
nd of other forms. The lecturer exhibited on a blackboard repre-
entations of the different shields in use by the Greeks; including
he aspis, the pelta, the gerron, and the thureos. The shapes of
hields, he night mention, were of great importance in deterinining
he country of those who bore them. The lecturer here referred to
hle Carians, who had been disinterred at the lustration of Delos,
he ÆEtolians wlo used the sakos, the pelta of the Thracians, and the
erroo of the Persians. So far as to the shape ; with reference to
hie material of which these defensive weapons were composed, we
ead of theim in Homer a.s having been made of leather. The shield
f Ajax, colebrated in the Iliad, was made of seven folds of hide and
ne of brass or bronze, or a mixture of copper and tin. The shields
f Hector, Æneas and Sarpedon, were also of the same materials.
Nestor's was mentioned as being made of gold. Agamemnon's
hield was composed of ton circles of brass, with twenty bosses of
in, and one in the middle made of a metal called cyanus. The
hield of Achilles, which was supposed to have been forged by Vul-
an, was made of two layers of brass, two of tin, and one of gold ;
nd what was extraordinary was, that it was the middle one that
as of gold. The lecturer then considered the question of how the
hields were carried, and said that in the Homeric era they were
uspended by a belt around the neck. There were two passages in
Lie Iliad where a word occurred which lad been translated as
handles," but le questioned the accuracy of this translation and of

he interpretation given by Heyne. It was distinctly stated byHerodotus that handles were invented by the Carians, and that the
ncients, before that invention, had no appliances for the manage-ent of the shields but the belts. Much confusion had been pro-uced by the indiscriminate use of ochanon and porpa by commen-
ators, lexicographers, and scholiasts. It was evident from Plutarch
hat they were different, for Cleomenes directed the Spartans to
arry the shield by the former and not by the latter. The last
opic to which le would advert was the mode of decorating thehields. In Homer, Agamenmon's was adorned witl the Gorgon's
ead, and arountd it personifications of Terror and Fear. The shield
f Achilles was embellished with varions representations, which the
ecturer minutely described. ÆEschylus and Euripides had each
iven descriptions of the shields carried by the seven chieftains at
Thebes. Sone of them were decorated with figures, as if speaking,with representations of the words proceeding from their mouths,)n one, that of Polynices, as described by Euripides, were muoveable
igures, reprosenting the Potnian mares, put in motion by somne
nternal mechanisms. The reference to this suggested an enquirynto the knowledge of the ancients of automata and objects noved
)y internal machinery, but he had already occupied so inucl timethat he must decline the investigation however interesting. At theco1clusion le was warmly applauded. [The lecture, whiclh was a
very interesting one, will be published in full in the journal of the
Institute. It will, no doubt, he highly acceptable to all classical
readers. ]

2. REPASTS OF THE ANCIENTS.
A very remarkable peculiarity in the banquets of the ancients was,their not confining the resources of the table to the gratification of

one sense alone. Having exhausted their invention in the confec-
tion of stii.ulants for the palate, they broke new ground, and called
in another sense to their aid ; and by the delicate application of
odors and richly-distilled perfumes, these refined voluntuaries
aroused the fainting appetite, and added a more exquisite and ethereal
enjoyment to the grosser pleasures of the board. The gratification
of the sense of smelling (a sense held up with us in very unreserved
neglect, probably on account of its great delicacy) was a subject of
no little importance to the Romans. An attention to this delicate
organ they mght have learned fron the East, where, from the re-
motest antiquity, perfumes were considered as on1e of the indispens-
able enjoynments of the higher class of society. The very nature of
the climate might have led to this ; for, under tho influence of a
burning sun, the stomach neither requires nor eau support mucli of
leavy and substantial food, nor are its dlemiands by any means so
pressing as in colder chines. It nay not be altogether fanciful to
suppose that in those fiery atmosplheres strong and aromatic perfumes
may possess some almentary properties, and help in som1e imeasure
to allay the cravings of appetite. At ail cvots, such a supposition
is not altogether ont of place in the land of Peris and birds of para-
dise, which latter are said, accorling to the beautiful superstition of
the country, to live upon the etbereal breath of flowers. Fowever
this may be, it is certain that the Romans considered flowers as
forming a very essential article in their festival preparations; and it
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