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in 1643; and the critical state of the missionaries
who depended on Quebec for supplies was causing
anxiety to the superiors of the Order. Besides, the
lives of the missionaries in Huronia might be in
danger; letters from them had been intercepted by
the Iroquois, and no news had been received from
them for over a year. The prospects looked so dark
that a council was called by the Governor, de Mont-
magny, before the return home of the vessels which
brought Chabanel from France, and it was decided
to ask the mother country to send out military aid
in the following spring.
Owing to all these dangers and alarms Chabanel
and Garreau were kept in Quebec during the winter
g of 1643-1644, preparing themselves
Ho is retained for their future arduous labors.
They were fortunate in having with
them a veteran in the field, Father John de Brébeuf,
who was then in the colony, and whose counsels
were invaluable to the young and inexperienced
missionaries. Brébeuf had been over sixteen years
among the Hurons; he knew their language, their
laws, customs, superstitions, the dangers as well as
the consolations of the ministry among them, and
his frankness on other occasions, for instance, in his
admirable letter of instructions to young mission-
aries, published in the Relation of 1637, leads us to
surmise that he held nothing back from the two
recruits who arrived in 1643.
The winter passed slowly away, and with the
opening of navigation in the spring of 1644 an at-
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