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bound to Your Majesty in ties of deep personal attachm^t

for the Regal support uniformly afforded to Civil and Reli-

l^ous Liberty ;-*'that heartfelt feelings of respect and grati-

tude are due to a Sovereign whose anxiety for the public

weal has ever predominated over private considerations ; and

whose verT limited powers in a Constitutional Monarchy have

been exerciaed with even-handed justice* It is the duty-—

the imperative obligation of every individual, however humble,

in a free state, to express conscientiously but calmly his

public opinions, for by such means truth is elicited ; hence, it

may be permitted the writer who has now the honour to ad-

dress Your Majesty, to observe, that the construction of

the British Empire at home and abroad, is now in a momen-

tous state oftransition, the fruits ofwhich are yet in the womb

of time—Providence in making us the instruments of ulterior

events having wisely concealed them from human ken ; this

much, however, is evident, that to preserve the integrity of

the British Empire under a general or federal form of go-

vernment, the most prompt attention must be paid to its Co-

lonies, the intrinsic worth of which is neither understood nor

appreciated by the mass of the people. To Your Majesty's

Ministers, and to Parliament, the most remote Colonists now

look with ardent anxiety, that they may be treated as the

citizens of a Kingdom undivided by any Ocean,— and. Sire,

if Nations will derive lessons from the past, the bulwarks of

England's Maritime Power and Oceanic Supremacy, would

not be neglected until the danger had arisen of their being

irrecoverably lost. In the hope, therefore, of directing public

attention to the most remote, as well as to the nearest sections

of the British Empire, and in the belief that a fair exposition
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