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O N COMMERCE
IS

The iiirrrafe of the confompiion offiigar mull continue to a
grcft amount. As yet fupar ii not commonly uftd ihrnughouc
half of Europe. Jt ib faid the confumpiion of England and Ireland
is fo much increafcd, an to tike almoll the whole produce of cue
iflands. France is incresfing her (ugar plant.itions ; and nothing
bill b<id management or extravagance can prevent our iflands from
felling as che.p ^s the French, althougii they now underfel iis fo
greatly. The Spaniards cultivate barely fufficient fu^ar for their
own confumption. The Suuthcrn provinces of the American
States are not likely to fuccecd in tliat aiticle,— frnfls and north-
weft winds will prevent. Attempts have been made at New-
Orleans, and have failed : a great field, therefore, will be open
for the fugar Colonies ; and when it is r.eceff'iry to relieve them, it

muft be done by other means than (he facriftce of our carrying
trade, the nurfery of onr feamen. Canada and Nova Scotia will
foon amply fupply the principal articles wanted in the iflands,
except Indian corn and rice; and if there (hould be difficulty in

getting thcfe articles, the chcapnefs of wheat and peafe in Canada
will foon afFord a good fubllitute.

It appears from what has been ftafed, that there will be no
difficuliy with refpcft to lumber and provifions, except in the
beginning, and that may bs obviated. Britilh (hipping muft go
from our iflands and colonies to the American States, and cannot
be refufcd admittance on the fame footing as in other foreign
countries. We ftiotild not admit into our ports in Britain the pro-
duce of one of the American States in the fliipping of another,*
iinlcfs they allow the fhipping of Canada and Nova Scotia alfo to

carry* the produce of the States. If they fliould tcfnfc it, they
will lofe the market to our iflands, of which they might always
have a ftjarc through our fliipping. But no mandate of Congrefi
will prevent ihofe of the States ( whofo intcreft it ii, ) from
fuppiying us with any article we want.

If the American States flioiild endeavour to pay their debts
their commerce will be burthencd with duties and taxes, and the
land* and produce of the firmers miifl for fome time lie under
very heavy impofitions. If, then, the agriculture andcommeicc,
and fiflieries of Canada and Nova Scotia, be left not only fr-e,

but receive proper encouragement, the important confequences'
are too evident to need their being pointed out or enlarijed on.
The diftilleries, the fiflieries, and fliip. building, have heretofore
been the only refourccs and fupports of the commerce of the North

-

era American States. A large ptoportion of the fliips when built
were fent to the Weft Indies with cargoes cf timber, lumber and
fifli ; and to Europe, to be fold or take freight ; and a great part
of the romdiftilled in the American States was confumed in Nova
Scotia, and in Canada, and in the fiflieries on the banks of New-
<<fbandland, &c.
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