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Evoii iR'foiv tliis rt'jinrt was comijlftiMl, Dc 'r()C(|iu'\ illi»

liuil ([uitti'd the U'lfiil protl'ssidii foivviT. Di' In-iimiioiit,

liiiviiijL^ I't't'iiscd to s[)(';ik on an occa>ioii wlirii tlw otiicial

jtart w liicli li»' liad to play aj)j)c'ar('(l tt) liiin discrtMlital)!*',

was suiniiiaiMly disniisM-d tVoin oHici' ; and his tVirnd I'l'-

si'Uti'd tliis procc'durt' ^o lii<'lil\-, that hf ininuMliati'lv si-iit

in his own resignation. He was pr()lial)ly i;Iad of an op-

])(»rtnnity to i)i'i'ai\ oil' .ill coniu'ction with a ^iovcnniifni

tor wliic'li 111' liad never I'litertaini'd either sympatiiy or

respi'ct, to ipiit at tlie same tinii' a |)r(»tession wliich he

liad always disliked, and to <ii\i' his whole time and ell'ort

to the i)re|»aration of tlu* work on which his thonnhts had

so loni;' heen deeply en^au'ed. The two yeai's from \>>-\'2

to 1S:)4, which were pi'ohahly the ha]>|)iest of his life,

were devoted to the composition «»f the First I'art, which,

after being rejected hy one j»nl»lisher and accepti'd only

Avith great relnctance hy another, appeared in Jamiary,

llSJJ."). Even if it had not hei'n successfnl, the lahor he-

stowed n\nm it would havi' heeii its own exceeding gri'at

reward. Seclndiny; himsidf dnrine; these two years from

society, sj)ending the daytime, in order to avoid intei'rnp-

tion, in a lodging the secret of which was known to verv

few of his friends, sustained hy the Hattermg di'oams wiiich

always visit a vonn<>- author and hv the attachment which

he had already formed to the lady whom he was soon to

marrv, he gave himself ui) to the intoxication which "'en-

erullv attends the continuous creative action of mind. The
success of the work was great, but it was no more than he

liad anticii)ated.

'^ Since Montesfpiieu, there has been nothing like it,"

said Iloyer-Collard ; and on a subsequent occasion, M. de

Barante added, " Twenty years later, we repeat the same

judgment." It has passed through fourteen editions at

Paris, and has been translated into nearly all the languages

of modern Europe. In 1886, the French Institute adjudged


