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imunerazione.

In one particular he indulged in a most lavish ex-

penditure. This was his household. It was formed

on the Burgundian model,—the most stately and mag-

nificent in Europe. Its peculiarity consisted in the

number and quality of the members who composed it.

The principal officers were nobles of the highest rank,

who frequently held posts of great consideration in the

state. Thus, the duke of Alva was chief major-domo

;

the prince of Eboli was first gentleman of the bed-

chamber ; the duke of Feria was captain of the Spanish

guard. There was the grand equerry, the grand hunts-

man, the chief muleteer, and a host of officers, some

of whom were designated by menial titles, though

nobles and cavaliers of family. 3° There were forty

pages, sons of the most illustrious houses in Castile.

The whole household amounted to no less than fifteen

hundred persons." The king's guard consisted of three

hundred men, one-third of whom were Spaniards, one-

third Flemings, and the remainder Germans.*'

The queen had also her establishment on the same

scale. She had twenty-six ladies-in-waiting, and,

among other functionaries, no less than four physi-

cians to watch over her health.^^

The annual cost of the royal establishment amounted
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