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Under the porticos, which lead to this ftair-

cafe, are the gaping mouths of lions, to receive

anonymous letters and accufations.

The ducal apartments are ornamented by the

pencils ofTitian, Paul Veronefe,Tintoret, Palma,

the BaiTans, and other painters. The Rape of

Europa, and the Storming of Zara, by Paul Ve«
ronefe, are highly efleemed. Many of the fub«

}t€ts are taken from the hifiory of Venice. With-
in tlk palace is a fmjill arfeuai, which communi-
cates with the hall of the great council. Here a
great number of mulkets are kept, ready charged,

with which the nobles may arm thenOlelves, on
any fudden emergency.
The lower gallery, or the piazza under the pa-

lace, is called the Broglio^ In this the noble

Venetians walk and converfe, and it is only here,

or at council, that they aifociate, left they (hould

give umbrage to the date inquifitors. Perfons of
inferior rank feldom remain on theBroglio, when
the place is occupied by the nobility.

Though St. Mark's place is the only morning
loonge in this city, yet it is chie6y in the even-

ing that it is filled. At that feafon, in tine wea-
ther,there is an immenfe jumble of all ranks, pro •

feflions and nations aflembled here; feme in

malks, and fome impudent enough to feck no
difguife.

When the piazza is illuminated, and the (hops

in the adjacent Greets lighted up, the whole has

a brilliant rffed -, and as it is the cuftom for the

ladiesp as well as the gentlemen, to frequent the

caflinos and coffee-houfes round, the place of
St. Mark anfwers all the purpofes of our Vaux*
liall^ or Ranelagh.
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