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these facts, I descended flrom tliis region of bncy and

faUe where every thing is liahle to take an imagi-

native tint, and carried my rcsearclies among the

dusty tomes of the old Jesutiti' library in the univer-

sity. This once boasted repository of erudition is

now a mere shadow of its former self, having been

stripped of its manuscripts and rarest works by the

French, when masters of Granada. Still it contains,

among many ponderous tomes of polemics of the

Jesuit fathers, several curious tracts of Spanish lite-

rature; and above all, a number of those antiquated,

dusty, parchment-bound chronicles, for which I have

a peculiar veneration.

In this old library I have passed many delightful

hours of quiet, undisturbed literary foraging, for the

keys of the doors and book-cases were kindly entrust-

ed to me, and I was left alone to rummage at my
leisure—a rare indulgence in these sanctuaries of

learning, which too often tantalize the thirsty student

with the sight of sealed fountains of knowledge.

In the course of these visits I gleaned the following

particulars concerning the liistorical characters in

question.

The Moors of Granada regarded the Alhambra as

a miracle of art, and had a tradition that the king

who founded it dealt in magic, or, at least, was versed

in alchemy, by means whereof he procured the im-

mense sums of gold expended in its erection. A brief

view ofhis reign will show the real secret ofhis wealth.

The name of this monarch, as inscribed on the

walls of some of the apartments, was Abu Abd'allah

(t. e. the father of Abdallah), but he is commonly
known in Moorish history as Muhamed Abu Alahmar

(or Muhamed, son of Alahmar), or simply, Abu
Alahmar, for the sake of brevity.

He was born in Arjoua, in the year of the Hegira

SOI, of the Christian era 1195, of the noble family of

the Beni Nasar, or children of Nasar, and no expense

was spared by his parents to fit him for the high

station to which the opulence and dignity of his fa-

mily entitled him. The Saracens of Spain were

greatly advanced in civilization, every principal city

was a seat of learning and the arts, so that it was

easy to command the most enlightened instructors

for a youth of rank and fortune. Abu Alahmar,

when he arrived at manly years, was appointed al-

cayde or governor of Arjoua and Jaen, and gained

great popularity by his benignity and justice. Some
years afterwards, on the death of Abu Hud, the

Moorish power in Spain was broken into factions,

and many places declared for Muhamed Abu Alah-

mar. Being of a sanguine spirit, and lofty ambition,

he seized upon the occasion, made a circuit through the

country, and was every where received with acclama-

tions. It was in the year 1238, that he entered Gra-

nada amidst the enthusiastic shouts of the multitude.

He was proclaimed king with every demonstration of

joy, and soon became the head of the Moslems in

Spain, being the first of the illustrious line of Beni

INasar, that had sat upon the throne. His reign was

such as to render him a blessing to his sobjects. He

gave the command of his varitnis cities to such as had

(listingnished themselves by valour and prudence, and

who seemed most acceptable to the people. He orga-

nized a vigilant police, and established rigid rules for

the administration of justice. The poor and the dis-

tressed always found ready admission to his presence,

and he attended personally to their assistance and

redress. He erected hospitals for the blind, the aged,

and infirm, and all those incapable of labour, and

visited them frequently; not on set days with pomp

and form, so as to give time for every thing to be put

in order, and every abuse concealed, but suddenly

and unexpectedly, informing himself, by actual ob-

servation and close inquiry, of the treatment of the

sick, and the conduct of those appointed to admi-

nister to their relief. He founded schools and col-

leges, which he visited in the same manner, inspect-

ing personally the instruction of the youth. He esta-

blished butcheries and public ovens, that the people

might be furnished with wholesome provisions at

just and regular prices. He introduced abundant

streams of water into the city, erecting baths and

fountains, and constructing aqueducts and canals it

irrigate and fertilize the Vega. By these mm
prosperity and abundance prevailed in this beautilbl

city, its gates were thronged with commerce, andils

warehouses filled with luxuries and mercliandise of

every clime and country.

While Muhamed Abu Alahmar was ruling hisfiiir

domains thus wisely ai?d prosperously, he was mV
denly menaced by the horrors of war. The Chris-

tians at that time, profiling by the dismemberment

of the Moslem power, were rapidly regaining their

ancient territories. James the Conqueror had sab-

jected all Valencia, and Ferdinand the Saint was

carryinghisvictoriousarmsinto Andalusia. Tlielatter

invested the city of Jaen, and swore not to raise bis

camp until he had gained possession of the place.

Muhamed Abu Alahmar was conscious of the insafli-

ciency of his means to carry on a war with the potent

sovereign of Castile. Taking a sudden resoiotion,

therefore, he repaired privately to the Christian camp,

and made his unexpected appearance in the presence

of King Ferdinand. '* In me," said ne, "you behold

Muhamed, king of Granada; I confide in your good

faith, and put myself under your protection. Take

all I possess, and receive me as your vassal." So

saying, he knelt and kissed the king's hand in token

of submission.

King Ferdinand was touched by this instance of

confiding faith, and determined not to be outdone in

generosity. He raised his late rival from the eartli,

and embraced him as a friend, nor would he accept

the wealth he offered, but received him as a vassal,

leaving him sovereign of his dominions, on conditioii

of paying a yearly tribute, attending the Cortes as

one of the nobles of the empire, and serving him in

war with a certain number of horsemen.

It was not long after this that Muhamed was called


