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the life of his wife, resolved upon taking immediate
measures to secure the arrest of Turnham.
Turnham himself, at the previous election, had been

chosen constable, and consequently, L. H. Judson, Esq.,

on application being made by Hauxhurst for a precept
against Turnham, deputized a man by the name of John
Edmonds to take him into custody. Edmonds immedi-
ately took the precept, and walking into a shop where
Turnham was with a number of other persons, told him
that he was his prisoner, and commence ! reading the

warrant. Not being able to read it reac^y, ^^ account
of an impediment in his speech, Turnham said, *' Here,
let me read it ;" and snatching it out of the hands of

Edmonds, tore it in pieces, and stamped it beneath his

feet ; and then, seizing a knife in one hand, and a ham-
mer in the other, swore he would butcher the first man
that attempted to take him. Edmonds called for help,

but none dared to come near. Turnham, therefore,

walked out of the shop, mounted his horse and rode off

towards the house of Hauxhurst. Another warrant was
issued, and Edmonds was advised to enier into all neces-

sary precautions to take Turnham at any rate. Accord-
ingly, he proceeded to the Oregon Institute and got Mr.
Hamilton Campbell and some others, to go and assist

him. Supposing that Turnham would fight, and from

his desperate and sanguinary character would doubtless

attempt to kill him, Edmonds armed himself with a re-

volving six-barreled pistol that was sure fire, and pro-

ceeded on to Hauxhurst's house. Turnham had been

there and ground his large knife, which he usually carried

in his belt under his coat, but had left a short time before

Edmonds arrived.

Looking back from the prairie over which he was
passing, he saw a company of men as they were dis-

mounting from their horses, and immediately wheeled

his horse around, and rode back upon the full gallop to-

wards Hauxhurst's house. As Turnham approached,

Edmonds placed himself inside of a small gate which

led into the door-yard, with his right hand placed on the

breech of his pistol, which he carried in his pantaloon's


