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river, whilst the United States asserted them to

be identical with certain highlands running

north of that river, and wnich overlook the

St. Lawrence*

This claim of the United States, as it will

be seen by the map, could not be admitted

without injurious consequences to the interests

of the British Colonies; for, independent of

other serious inconveniences, such an admis-

sion would have thrown the established military

and post routes by which the important pro-

vinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick

communicated with Quebec, into the United

States; so that in the unfortunate event of

a war with that country. Great Britain would

have had a powerful and enterprizing enemy

lodged in the very heart of her colonial empire.

The British negotiators, therefore, perceiving

that there really was sufficient apparent ambi-

guity in the second article of the Treaty of 1 783,

upon which to raise a claim for a line of fron-

tier hostile to the British construction of that

article, and pregnant with serious misunder-

* A remark may be made here not undeserving the atten-

tion of all future negotiators of treaties of delimitation, that

if the Commissioners of the Peace of 1783 had inserted after

the word " Highlands," in the description of the boundary,

the words " South of the St. John," or, " North of the St.

John," no controversy on the subject could ever have taken

place.
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