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He was al)l(', Mini <li<l tiiwl tlir \\\\\jX '^ lifinicsH witli

hiinscir ami liis lioi'.sc, aii'l so lie camt' (<» tlic placf

wImmc lie slHtuM iTccisc tilt' Uiiiii's wa^i's. I can

n'liK'iii))!'!' that I lnicklcil liis hanifss wIil'Ii he went

unto Blacklieatli Fiel.l."

He <r(HiH on to say, " My I'atlu'i* kept ino to hcIiooI,

or else I lia<l not Ix-m al)l(3 to prracli Ix'Toi-c the

KinL,'''s Majesty now. He niarritMl my sisters with

five ])oun(ls, or twenty nol)les, apiece, and he )»rou^ht

them up \n <^0)(lliness and I'tiar of (Jod. lie kept hos-

j)itahty for liis poor neiehlKjrs, and some alms he

l^ave U) the poor. And all this he did on the same

arm.

The subject of oui' sketch was born in 1480, at

Turcaston, and went in his fourteenth j^ear to Cam-

bridf^o University, where he pursued a full scholastic

.1 b Felh )f Clare U, In licourse, and oecame a reiiow ot Ulare iiaii. Jn nis

zeal for the new learning then sprin<4in<jf into life, he

crossed tlu' sea and sat at the feet of the ^reat Italian

scholars of the university of Padua. He diligently

studied the Roman th(H)lo<j^y, and was so zeahjus in

the observance of the rites of the Church that he was

made the cross-bearer in the i'eli<,dous processions. He
liad, indeed, the intention of becoming a friar, think-

ing there])y more etlectually to serve God,
*• I was as obstinate a ]);ipist," he writes, " as any

was in Kneland, insomuch that, when I should be

bachelor of divinity, my whole oration went against

Philip IMelanchthon and against his opinions. Master

liilney, or rather Saint llilney, that suffered death

for God s Word's sake, heard me at that time, and


