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CHRONICLE OF FERNANDO THE SAINT. M
and then his triumph over the sect of Mahomet would be
coniplt'te. Other reasons may have oonourrcd to malvc him
covet the conquest of Seville. It was a city of great splendor
and wealth, situated in the midst of a fertile country, in a
genial climate, under a benignant sky ; and having liy its river

the TfUadalquivir, an open highwayi for commerce, it was the
metropolis of all Morisma — a world of wealth and delight

within itself.

These were sufficient reasons for aiming at the conquest of

this famous city, but these were not suilicient to satisfy the

:ioly friars who have written the history of th'- monarch, and
who have found a reason more befitting his c racter of saint.

Accordingly we are told, by the worthy Fray Antonio Agapida,
that at a time when the king was in deep aliliction for the death
of his mother, the Queen Bcrenguela, and was praying with

great fervor, there api)eared before him Saint Isidro,'the great

Apostle of Spain, who had been Archbishop of Seville in

old times, before the perdition of Spain by the JNIoors. As the

monarch gazed in reverend wonder at the vision, the saint laid

on him a solemn injunction to rescue from the empire of Ma-
homet his city of Seville. "Que asi la Uamo por suya en la

patria, suya en la silla, y suya en la proteccion." "Such,"
says Agapida, " was the true reason why thif, pious king un-

dertook the conquest of Seville;" and in this assertion he is

supported by many Spanish chroniclers ; and by the traditions

of the Church — the vision of San Isidro being read to this

day among its services.*

The death of Queen Bcrenguela, to whi"h we have just ad-

verted, happened some months after the conquest of Jaen and
submission of Granada. The griei of the king on hearing the

tidings, we are told, was past description. For a time it quite

overwhelmed him. " Nor is it much to be marvelled at," says

an old chronicler; "for never did monarch lose a mother so

noble and magnanimous in all her actions. She was indeed ac-

complished in all things, an example of every virtue, the mirror

of Castile and Leon and all Spain, by whose counsel and wisdom
the affaire of many kingdoms were govei-ned. This noble

queen," continues the chronicler, " was deplored in all the

cities, towns, and villages of Castile and Leon; by all people,

great and small, but csppriaUy by I'oor cavaliers, to whom she

was ever a benefactress." •'

* Rodriguez, Memorlas del Hanlo Key, c. IvlU.

* Oronica dol li«y D(»\ FeruKodo, c. xiU.


