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IndeeJ, the " Kitimat " ha'.l bocu systematically covoroJ up, and hidden

from cveryouo.

The probabilities are that, had Mr. IMackcnzio been made aware of

the existence of a fine valley through the coast ranp:", as indicated, a

thorough and exhaustive survey of the northern rout i Avould have been

made before the adoption of a southern lino. Mr. Mackenzie never had
that information, conseipieutly, ho had no altaruativo but to follow his

Engineer's suggestion, and adopt the Burrard lino.

After the change of Administration in September, 1878, Mr, l^loming

again urged the necessity for northern surveys, deploring in forcible

language the serious consoipiencos of a possible mistake in the choice of

routes. As has been shown by the evidence given in the procediiig pages,

a ciioapor and b.'tter route than that of Burrard Inlet vras found.

If the reader vriU once more refer to the Chief Engineer's Pii-port of

the J^th April last, a strange and rather significant onnssion v/ill be ob-

served. The remarkaldy clear and very pronounced Ici^ter of 30th Sciptem-

ber, 1S70, from Mr. I'leming to Sir Charles Tuppur, urging the imprudence

of adopdng, of beginning construction on, the Burrard Inlet Line, iii

view of tlie cxainiaations of 137D by the Peace lUvcr parly, is uov/here

alluded to in that Beport.

The importance of th.} lett-r in (jucstioa being so gn^at, and ^\v.

Fleming's opinion therein expressed so very decided, it is surprising that

it should have bejn overlooked. Its omission from a report intended for

the public i;, uuler thi circumstances, tiiituuoiint to an unequivocal

withdrawal, aul the public, liaving access to the report alon-^, must road

the omission in such a light.

The question then arises : Had the Burrard Inlet lino been decided

upon beforehand, at all hazards, regardless of incalculable future injury

to the Dominion '? Were British Imperial interests—an important

factor in the railway scheme—to bo sacrificed, by adopting a line

terminating on United States soil, or, at the best, under the very guns of

Ban Juan ?

Were the blunders of former Boundary Commissions to be supple-

mented by anothei", still further aggravated by tlie fact that its committal

'is actually taking place in full view of recent knowledge gained at great

expense, and in direct opposition lo the Chief Engineers vijoruas protest of

the 30th Scplcnher last I


