
Antioch Jiiul (»ther cities in Asia by the apostles years

before there was one in Rome. (Acts viii. 14-17 ; x. 47,

48; xi. 22-2B; xiii. 1.)

12, Was there not a chnrch before the day of Penteront 'f

Ans. Yes. (Matt, xviii. 17 ; Acts -/n. .'38.) God
always had his church, called out of and sei)arate from

the world. Under the Mosjiic disjiensation the visible

church was the people f»f Israel, organized according to

the law of God. Of this .lewish church Jesus Christ

and his apostles were members.

Ki. Were Jesus oml the apostles received into that rhmrh
Inj baptism '{

Ans. No. They were ))orn in the church ; and when
eight days old they receiveil the rite of circumcision as a

token or sensible sign of the covenant which (Jod had

made with Abraham and his descendants; and a "seal

of the righteousness of faith" (Rom. iv. 11), of ccmse-

cration to God (Geii. xvii. 9-14), and of spiritual cleans-

ing and putting away of the tilth of the tiesh. (Col. iii.

10; 1 Peter iii. 21.)

14. Were not Jesus and His Disciples baptir:ed before tiif

da 11 of Pentecost.

Ans. Yes. Jesus was baptized >)y John the Baptist,

some of the apostles also (Matt. iii. 13-17 ; John i. 35,

40); l)ut we are not told that tliey all were. The l)aptism

of John, however, was not Christian baptism, antl had

nothing to d<» with the Christian (^hurch.

15. Whiinot'/

Ans. Because, (1) The Baptism of ,Iesus by John
was allowed so as ''to fultil all righteousness " (Matt. iii.

15), that is to fultil the ceremonial righteousness reijuired

by thii law of Moses. It c<»uld not in the case of the

Holy Son of God signify the remission of sins, or his ad-

mission nito the Church which was not to be estjiblished

till three years after. (2) .John, when baj)tizing, told

the people to exjjcct another and higher baptism by

Him who should come after him, "with spirit and tire,"

when the kingdtnn should have couie (Matt. iii. 11).
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