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THE SENATE.

Thursday, April 15, 1915.

The Acting SPEAKER took the Chair at
10.30 S.m.

Prayers and routine proceedings.-

SABSENCE 0F SPEAKER LAND1ÊY.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN inquired:
1. la it a fact that the H-onaurable Senator

Landry, Speaker of the Senate, gave Instruc-
tions, written or verbial, on the 8th day ef this
present montb. April, 1915, te, the Clerk of
the Senate, autberlziflg hlm te declare and an-
nounce te, the Senate, that lie, the Speaker,
wouid net take the Chair at the atternoon

sittlng of the Senate, called fer 3 p.m.. on the
abeve date of the Sth Instant, on accaunt of
causes or reasenu tha.t would make hie absence
unavoidable, eitlier personially or officially?

2. In it a tact that Hia Honaur the Speaker
imply lntimated ta the Clerk ot the Senate

that lie, the Speaker, decllned and refused ta
take or occupy the Chair, at such said sitting
on such said date?

3. Why the Government bas nat filled the
office of Speaker of the Senate ince the refusai
of the Hon. Senator Landry. on the Sth Instant,
to 1111 the Chair of the Speaker cf the Senate,
and to discliarge the functions and duties apper-
talnlng thereto, under the Constitution, and
provlded for by the Statute? ,

4. Dons the Government lntend te leave the
Senate In the present atate ot chaos until the
prorogation of Parliament, and thus Jeopardize
the ,validity and constitutionality of ait the
proceedings and leglalation that the Senate
hs.s been, or may b. caied upon to adept or
reject, Ince the aforesaid date of the Sth
instant?

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-The Government
has ne knowledge whatever upon the sub-
ject upon which the hon. gentleman has
made inquiry.

Hon. Mr. CLORÂN-Then 1 may state,
net to -the hon. leader of the House here
but tc the Government who are responsible
that they are quite at fauit. They do not
know what everybody knows. That is ail
I have te say. The Speaker need flot risc,
1 anm going to stop right off.

The SPEAKER-No discussion is per-
rnitted on an inquiry.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN-I kno-w that, but I

have a right te make a simple remark. The

Speaker dees net require te intervene.

VOTES FOR SOLDIERS UNDER ARMS.

INQUIRY.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN inquired:

How many, If any. of the 101,000 citizens of
Canada, at present under arme, in the detence

Hon. Mr. CLORAN.

of Canada and the British Empire against the
German, Austrian and Turkieh goverimeiLm
sand armies, have petitloned the present Gov-
ernment or Pariament of Canada, ta paso and
enact a Iaw ta mecure and provide for them
the right ta cast their ballots at any general
or by-electlon, for the Federal purposes of the
Dominion of Canada. durlng the present war?

Hlon. Mîr. LOUGHEED-The Government
bas no knowledge of any petitions sucu as
has been referred te. As to petitions te Par-
liament, 1 cannot say anything. My hon.
friend will have as much information about
that as I -have.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN-The answer ai the
Government is that they have no know-
ledge af petitions. Have they been pigeon-
holed?'

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-I do net know.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN-The answer ia net a
fair onie. The answer should be «"We have
ne petitiens and the Governsnient lias no

knioledg-e ai petitions." This is soinething
like the petitions ai the halfbreeds in the
Nort.hwest.

VOTES FOR SOLDIERS BILL.

DEBÂTE RESUMED.

The Order ai the Day being called:

Resuming the adjourned debate on the motion
for the second reading Bil 111, an Act to
enable Canadian soldiers or active military ser-
vice durlng the present war ta exercise their
electoral franchise.

Hon. Mr. CHOQUETTE-I wish to correct
the report of yesterday's proceedings ini the
Citizen this morning which bas been tele-
graphed abroad. The report of a portion
ef nîy remnarks read as fallows:

The Government la anilious te wave the flag
wlth this Bill and we do net want themn te
wave the flag; we do flot want them te damn
the flag.

Senator.Pope-" I object te the language of
the honaurabie gentleman; lie mays lie does net
care a damn for the flag.»

Senator Choquette--" I did not may that.
That is the reasan the Bill la brouglit here. 1
say the Opposition in the other Hause was forced
into a corner and they did a littie flag wavlng
tea."1

The report is inaccurate. I refer te the

officiai report, where 1 find the following:

'The Gevernment ia anxious te wave the
fiag on this Bill and we de net want themn te
do that."

Then the hon. meruber for Compton (Hon.

Mr. Pope) said -I abject to the lang-uage

of the hon. gentleman." 1 do fiot say who

is responsihle for the report in the Citizen
'but 1 wishl to protest ag-ainst it.


