
COMMONS DEBATES

Instead, Mr. Speaker, we have evasion. We have silence. We
have paradoxical phrases like "community of communities"
which sound a lot too much like "sovereignty-association", an
"Alberta heritage fund for Canadians"-Albertan Canadians,
that is-and "humble pride", or is it "proud humility"?

The Speech from the Throne bodes ill that the government
will continue to be passive, will avoid difficult decisions and
evade responsibilities. It will continue to play hide and go seek
with the press, to make agreements secretly arrived at, to pass
out goodies to some provinces that they have no mandate from
Parliament to pass on. They seem to hope to appeal to some
greedy impulse of some provincial leaders that they just might
strike it rich, rather than appealing to them that through
co-operation as Canadians they might strike it "equal". They
offer to sell or give away some of our Crown corporations,
appealing to the profit motive, instead of holding them in
sacred trust for ail Canadians for this and future generations.

Mr. Speaker, what we have seen so far is not dialogue by the
federal government. Rather, it is a policy of passing out the
goodies, and it fits aIl too well into the mentality of cynical
machine politics, of political patronage, of how they keep them
happy. But what will they do tomorrow when aIl has been
given away from the federal store and there is nothing left,
when they aIl start to fight with one another? Mr. Speaker, at
present I see no dream. At present I sense no vision. I see only
each of us being sent into self-centred solitudes and the dark
night of reaction is setting in.

Ultimately we will have to go back to statesmanlike, coura-
geous leadership that will resume the dialogue, which by
definition involves confrontation, to leadership that on behalf
of the federal government will speak the truth in love to this
nation, singly and in its parts, and say "Our heritage fund is
Canada".

Mr. John McDermid (Brampton-Georgetown): Mr. Speak-
er, I can guarantee to the House that I will speak no doom and
gloom such as we have just heard from the the hon. member
for Eglinton-Lawrence (Mr. de Corneille).

• (1600)

My colleagues, the hon. member for Erie (Mr. Fretz) and
the hon. member for Cardigan (Mr. MacDonald), are to be
congratulated for the superb manner in which they moved and
seconded the Address in Reply to the Speech from the Throne.
I join with other hon. members in endorsing the Speaker's
election to his high office. Having watched him on television
for quite some time and now being in this great house and
watching him in person, my long-time admiration for his
abilities has been more than reinforced. I offer my best wishes
to him. We on this side of the House will try to make life in
this session pleasant for him. To the Deputy Speaker and to
the hon. members for Carleton-Charlotte (Mr. McCain) and
Victoria-Haliburton (Mr. Scott), I offer my best wishes as
well.

I represent the riding of Brampton-Georgetown, comprised
of Brampton, a community in the region of Peel, population
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125,000, and the old town of Georgetown, now a part of
Halton Hills, a community in the region of Halton, population
19,000. Both of these communities have growing populations.
My riding is the fourth largest in Canada in terms of electors.
The mayor of Halton Hills, Peter Pomeroy, and the mayor of
the city of Brampton, Jim Archdekin, lead two very active and
fastgrowing communities.

The past two members of the Ontario legislature have given
honour to the community of Brampton, both being worthy
members and both being premiers of the province of Ontario.
Colonel Tom Kennedy was the provincial member for Peel
from 1919 to 1959, forty years, with a brief break between
1934 and 1937. Our member of the provincial legislature is the
hon. William G. Davis, the present premier, who just celebrat-
ed 20 years in the legislature serving Peel, Peel North, and
now Brampton. He was honoured Friday past by his constitu-
ents, former constituents and friends. These are large shoes for
me to fill federally-names like Sam Charters, Richard
Blaine, John Pallett, Ellwood Madill and, yes, such liberals as
Bruce Beer and Ross Milne. But the man I idolized, and who
was lost to Canada at a relatively young age, the man who first
attracted me to politics, was Gordon Graydon, who graced this
House from 1935 to 1953 and was opposition House leader.
His widow, Daisy Graydon, still lives in Brampton and is a
great help to me and I appreciate her support.

Georgetown citizens have had excellent representation in the
Ontario legislature, for instance, the hon. Jim Snow, the hon.
George Kerr and Julian Reed. Federally, names like Sybill
Bennett, Sandy Best, Terry O'Connor and across the House I
am sure hon. members remember Dr. Harry Harley and Dr.
Frank Philbrook. Now I have the honour to represent the
riding. I would sincerely like to thank the citizens of Bramp-
ton-Georgetown for their votes. I will do ail within my power
to justify their support.

I am proud of both Brampton and Georgetown, Brampton
being my home town, Georgetown being my father's home
town. My great grandfather came to this country, a tea
merchant from Glasgow, and opened a general store in
Georgetown. My grandfather was postmaster in Georgetown
and my father a United Church minister, who served the
congregation of St. Paul's United Church for 26 years in
Brampton.

Brampton and Georgetown have expanding and new busi-
nesses; for example, CN's new Malport, Dominion Glass Co.
Ltd. which just opened a $10 million expansion, Ford's nation-
al parts depot, American Motors, Northern Telecom, Kitchens
of Sara Lee, Neilson's, Smith and Stone, Abitibi Paper, and
many many others aIl contributing to the economic well-being
of the two communities.

There is still a small but significant rural area in Brampton
and Georgetown. There are productive dairy farms, beef farms
and produce farms which grow some great apples. The Gray
brothers, two young farmers, have just invested over a quarter
of a million dollars in a computerized milking parlour in my
riding. This sort of investment shows great faith in the future
of Canada and in the field of agriculture in the area. It is the
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