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of deaiing witli it now. I think lie will wel-
corne this opportunity in view of the remarks
made this afternoon by tlie lion. member for
Muskoka-Ontario when lie referred te the
difficulty that certain businessmen met wben
approaching tlie governiment with their
problems and the new situation in which tbey
found tliemselves.

I recommended to tlie minister that lie
sliould cail to Ottawa some of those in the
country wlio are skilled in commerce and
export and imnport matters. I recomrnended
tliat lie consult with boards of trade and
cliambers of commerce in Canada. Thie min-
ister lias said that prior te tlie bringing in of
this measure tliey liad no opportunity to do
that, but 1 ask liim wliat action he or lis
departrnental officiais bave taken, since the
bringing in of this measure, te oonsuit these
experts in the country.

,Mr. ABBOTT: Tliat is extrernely easy to
answer. I think on tlie average I personally
see at least six or seven representative dele-
gations in tlie course of a week. Today I liad
a delegation from brusli manufacturers and I
have liad delegations fromn electrical manufac-
turers, furniture manufacturers and others. I
think it is fair to, say that I sce at least ten
or twelve delegations a week. Tliey corne to
my office witli extremely well prepared briefs
wlich outline the problems of their particu-
lar industry. 0f course 1 receive tbem with
my customary courtesy and I listen to their
stories. I amn very glad to bave these repre-
sentations made.

In addition to the delegations that I see,
the officiais of tlie emergency import control
division and other officers of tlie Department
of National Revenue or the other departments
of government concerned with the administra-
tion of tliis program see literally liundreds of
representatives of business and industry. I
tliink it will be found tliat 'the reception
wliicl tliese Canadians received was sympa-
tlietic and considerate. My friend, the hon.
member for Muskoka-Ontario aliakes lis
liead-

Mr. SMITH (Calgary West):- He was agree-
ing witli you.

Mr. MACDONNELL (Muskoka-Ontario):
On a question of privilege, I was agreeing witli
thie minister. I arn sure that tlie minister was
s0 courteous tliat lie made it as painless as
it could be made.

Mr. ABBO'IT: I thouglit the lion. member
was sliaking lis liead from aide to side and
not up and down. I apologize to liim. Speak-
ing personally, and 1 know tliat this applies
to the officers of the departrnent, representa-
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tions from organizations such as rny lion.
friend lias suggested are not only weloorned,
but are necessary for the effective administra-
tion of any Iaw of this kind. Tliey are thie
sarne sort of tliing tliat I get montli after
mentI during thie year witli respect te, matters
which affect thie budget. Tliat is tlie way in
whicli our systema works.

Boards of trade, chambers of commerce and
trade groups of one kind and another are con-
stantly making representations to the govera-
ment. I caa assure my Ion. friend that lie
need liave no concern over tlie reluctance of
organized groups of this kind to bring their
cases fully and clearly before tlie government.
I amn glad that tîey do, and lie need feel no
concera over the fact tîat thie points of view
of ail groups are not fairly presented to thie
government.

Mr. SKEY: I arn sure tliat many in the
country will be pleased to know tliat tliey are
s0 welcomne in Ottawa and will always receive
tIe sympatlietic and non-political treatrnent
wlicl they appear to be getting.

However, I should like to corne to the otlier
side of this question. Tliis is an ernergency
excliange measure. Wlien I spoke before, I
asked tlie minister if lie lad consulted those
in thie country wlio were skilled in exdliange
matters. We bave the rniniater's answer witb
regard to import and trade groups, but wliat
about those skilled in finance and exobange?
Has tlie minister interviewed thie bankers'
association or representatives of the Montreal,
Toronto and Vancouver stock exolianges? Has
lie met with the boards of directors of any of
the banks? Are tliey in agreement witli the
action the government lias taken in this case?

Mr. ABBOTT: Fortunately in this country
we atill follow the principle of responsible
government. The government does not liave
its policy determined by tliis Hou.e of Com-
mons, by the bankers' association, by the
trades and labour congresa or by any other
special group.

Mr. SKEY: That is not the question.

Mr. ABBOTT: Let me make that per-
fectly clear.

Mr. SKEY: I was referring jiist to con-
sultation.

Mr. ABBOTT: That is ail right. Thie
goverament is always willing to listen to the
representations of any group in tIis country
that may be interested cither in promoting
tlie public welfare or in promoting its own
particular intereats. That is part of our
aystemn and ministers of the crown and the
government are always ready to listen te


