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If to hold us together he has compromised,
attempting to hold the scales in balance between
us, let us thank whatever gods we profess (aud
most of the leaders of the anti-King claque
have ijo god but Mammon) that we have a
leader wbo cherishes the unity of Canada, for
without unity we perisb, even in the heur of
victory.

I agree very mucb witb wbat he says.
At the beginning of this debate the hon.

member for Cartier (Mr. Rose) placed on
record tbe position taken by the Labour Pro-
gressive party on this issue. As a member of
that party 1 wisb to endorse ail that be bas
said, and ie cailing attention to the contribu-
tions made to the war by the people cf the
province of Quebec I also wish te associate
myself with bis remarks.

What I arn geing te say new I naturally
say as a westerner and as a member from
Saskatcbowae, but the more I tbink about
tbese tbings tbe more I realize the. similarity
between tbe people ail over this country,
neyer mind whicb province they bappen te
live in.

Western Canada is very proud cf its con-
tribution te tbis war je food for victory. Be-
sides tbe thousands of volunteers wbo have
gene from the prairies we bad until quite
recentiy about 13,800 draitees. Let me give
the bouse one or twe reasons wby we had this
number. In one. part cf my country wbere
we bave ne railways and wbere the roads are
se bad that you cannot travel after a rainy
spell, tbere was in a little town a young black-
smith and an acetylene welder. H1e bad net
volunteered because be was needed se des-
perately je that part of the country fer repair-
ing farm implemeets. Finaliy be was drafted,'
and after be was drafted the people of the
district sent a petitien te me asking if I couid
get bim exempted for a wbile, because tbe
cnly other place tbey could get tbeir impIe-
ments mended by an acetylene welder was
twenty-five or tbirty miles away. Therefore I
wrote te the beard in Saskatchewan and, get
bim an exemption for a wbile. H1e went back,
and seen afterwards I received a letter from a
woman who lived in tbat district. She was
very bitter. She said, "My tbree sons have
already gene, and new tbis boy is allowed
to come back." Wbat burt ber se badly was
this: she said, "tbat boy got the priest cf bis
village te telephone te Ottawa te get aIl tbe
Frencb-Caeadian members te bave bim ex-
empted." It was I wbo got bis exemption, and
I am neither a priest nor Frencb-speakieg. But
her anxiety and concere over ber tbree boys,
and tbe injustice wbicb sbe feit because tbree
of bers bad gene away, wbile seme aise were
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kept on the farms. were canalized into race
batred and religieus prejudice. I regretted, it
terribly.

1 knew cf a couple cf Ukrainian lads wbo
bad been tbe sele workers on their farms ever
since tbey lef t sebeol, because their fathers
were old and unable te work. Tbey did net
volunteer. Their families ceuld net live witb-
eut tbem. Finally tbey received notices te be
d'rafted and attend for their medical examina-
tiens. Tbey went te. the reeve cf the village
and said, "If we leave borne or families will
starve; wbat can we do?" Tbe reeve cf tbat
particular area was an Englisb-speaking man.
Tbis was after Marcb 22, 1942. Those boys
sbould bave been frezen en: tbe farms; tbey
were eligible for sucb. treatint; but the reeve
is one cf those Englisb-speaking people wbo
used te say, "Le t tbose darned foreigners go;
wby sbeuid eur boys figbt, wbile they bide on
the farma?"

These tbings are very bad. I amn sorry that
among a certain section of or Englisb-speak-

ing people there is a tendency te consider
tbey are a little superier if tbey tbink as
Britishers, wben they sbould realize that tbeir
greatest d.uty, ne, not their duty, tbeir greatest
priviiege sbould be te tbink first and alwErys
as Canadians. Oniy a srnall percentage of
themn are involved in this kied of tbing, *but
t.bey bave stirred up antageeisma and pre-
vented many a good boy from velunteering.

0f course these thiegs are the result of
mist.akes in gevernmeet poiicy for whicb tbe
cabinet must take full responsibility. I arn net
trying to absolve the gevernment frorn blame.
The Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie King)
bas macle mistakes, se bas Mr. Roesevelt, s0
lias Mr. Churchill. Churcbill is makini an
awful mis.take rigbt now in interfering in
Greece and in Belgium. But I say witb cen-
fidence that if the demecratie forces in any
country are sufficiently strong and vigilant and
ceurageous, they can sud will correct the mois-
takes of leaders. That cao be clone. We must
blame ourselves te seme extent if in our war
effort there bave been inequalities and injus-
tices wbich bave provided fertile ground for
those wbe ncw seek te stir up disunity in this
country fer their own political ends.

I regret as mucb as any Frencb-speaking
persen in tbis country the slanderous attacks
wbich bave be-en macde upon tbe peeple of
the province ef Quebec during this crisis, and
I want tbe Frencb-speaking people ef Canada
te knew tbere are many Englisb-speaking
people in this country wbose greatest desire i2
te persist in trying te keep alive and build the
unity cf our two great nations into a greater


