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position in the civil service if a returned
man, who is iuch eli der, has secured the
minimum numnber of marks. And no one
knows 1mow inany clas;ses of young men xviii
bc callcd Up during this war. Conscription
applies to aIl. Those who are exempted are
excînpred becausc tbey are medicaily unfit,
or, because, in a vcry few cases, tbley are
rcquired in industry nccssary to winning the
war. Tiierefore ail our young men are coming
under the saine military iaw, and I do flot
see why now, twenty-two and a haif years
aftcr the conclusion of the groat; war, we
should maintain tbis preferenco in thc Civil
Service Act wbich is applicable only to the
voterans of the last g-reat war. I cannot
understand why 'that principie should be main-
tained. If a young man is xvounded in this
war, he enjovs no preference in appointment
to the civil service. If a yo-ung man is
rejected because he is not physically fit, does
that mean that hoe will be deprivedi of equality
of status in appointments by the civil service
commission?

It is net, my duty te decide this question,
but it soems to me that it wili be the duty
of the pensions commîttee to study these
questions from ail angles with a view to seeing
whether it is flot 'time now, the veterans having
enjoyed this preferonce for twenty-two and a
baif years, that the preference should be
withdrawn se that the civil service may be
improved by the appointment of the very best
mon. When I asked Mr. Bland, the chair-
man of the civil service commission, if the
standard of the civil service xvas not iowered
by the fact that at times appointments were
made of men who had obtained the minimum
numbor of marks instead of the maximum, bis
answer was in the affirmative. And the trutb
is seif-evident. I hope that the present gov-
ernment and this House of Gommons will not
repoat the folly of the last government and
decide everything upon sentiment. You must
decide it upon reason. You must not discrim-
inate against anybody. Give everybody in
this country a fair chance. I leave it at that,
for tie inembers of the committce to discuss
this miattor thoroughlv whcn the limec cornes.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver Centre)
Just one or two rfroete the statemont;
whici lias been made by the lion. member for

Trniscouata (Mi. Poulliot). In the first
Place xve are siiposecl to 1)0 discmîssing arnend-
monts to the Pension Act, xvhich lias nothing
f0 do witb the civil ,service preference for ex-
service men. In the second place it i .s within
the knowiedge of every member that the
proscit legislation is the result of the conjoint
and concerted efforts of ail parties in the house
over a period of more than twenty years.

[Mr. Pouliot.]

There bas nover been tbo slightest trace of
partisan feeling, so far as my knowledge goos-
andI I know soînething about it-in the several
pension committees that bave sat from 1919
down to the present tirne. After a study of
pension legislation in other counitries I arn
convinced that xve have in Canada, with the
exception of one or two anomalies bore and
there, the finest pension legislation in the
British empire and possibly in the wboie
world. That bas heen the resuit of the unfet-
tered judgrnent and bard application of hon.
members of this bouse in previnus years work-
ing in cornmittee, just as this committee wili
be working for the next few weeks.

In regard to the gentlemen administering
the act, they are as fine a body as you will flnd
in the Dominion of Canada, and I personally
rosent on their heha1f any attaok upon their
integrity, their motives or their ability. Deroga-
tory language ivas used aiso witb reference
to sorne of the medical officers connected witb
the administration of pensions. In my judg-
ment such remarks do not worthily refleet
upon anyone who utters thema. Tbese men
belong to one of the noblest professions in the
world and thcy are doing their best to serve
the department and the country, as we in this
chamber are ondeavouring te serve the colin-
try. I bave found on their part nothing but
a desire to render the best service possible
and I absoluteiy repudiate any suggestion of
unfairness or of inability in the administration
of the work wbicha has been entrusted te tbera.

1 wil not discuss at this stage the question
of preferences. That question can be dis-
cussed if the committee deals with the matter
of rebabilitation. I suggest that we shouid not
be given to extreme or extravagant language
at this junicture in view of the fact that a
committee representing every group in the
bouse will bave an opportunity during the
next few weeks to study the whole question
of pension legisiation, veterans' alloivances.
administration and general problems of
reliabilitation.

Mr. MacNICOL: I arn very glad indeed to
hear tlie ciosing rcrnarks of tue rninister and
the assurance that the purpose of the corn-
rnittce is te stli(ly ail angles in connection
wýith any changes that maý ho contemplated
in the pension act. What I rose te sav IS
this. When I haci first heard that the Pension
Aut ',vas Io uc amivuded 1 bad heped tiiat it
woiid it iii) 1)ce oiiimuethbing w it regcarid teO tlhe
ividcoling of thle iegiations perte inînlg te the
xviii xs (if d(-,is<od-i t cmîion crs. The fi r-t pi at
of t]ue resoiîmtion reads:

Ttîat it is expedient to amend the Pension
Act to mnake its provisions applicable te certain
members of the Canadian forces serving in the
present war and to their dependents.


