
COMMONS
Suppi y-Mlarine

Mr. CASGRAI'N: In w-bat district is that?

Mr. DURANLEAU: I thjnk the hon.
member for Comox-Alberni (Mr. Neill) can
tell you.

Item agreed to.

Mlarine signal service, $99,000.

M 1Ir. CASGRAIN: Has a signal been placed
ou the ligbt upon tbe island of Anticosti in
the county of Charlevoix-Saguenay?

Mr. DURANLEAU: I do flot tbink, any
new apparatus was installed last year. This
vote is for service, flot for new construction.

DEPAItTMENT 0F MINES

M\ines and geological survey-for adminis-
tration of the Explosives Act (chap. 62, r.s.,
1927), $10.000.

Mr. CASCRAIN: Are there any salaries
in tbis item?

Hon. W. A. GORDON (M\ini-ter of Mines):
It is partly salary.

Mir. C'ASGII.IN: Then perhaps this item
could stand.

Itemn standls.

mi se.iîîîîe,.os-giant te Imperial Institîîte,
$9,733.33.

Mcr. CASGRAIN: Would tie niiniýter ex-
plain the reason for this grant ?

Mr. CORDON: This is under an agreement
wvith the UJnited Kingdoîn and the other domi-
nions. It is one of those institutions that
were set up in1 Great Britain for the purpose
of asembling information in connection with
the minerai resourees of the empire. Under
the agreement each dominion contributes so
much monev, Canada's contribution being as
is indicated in the item, S9,733.33.

Mr. JACOBS: Is that in Canadian funds
or Fnglish eurrency?

Mr. CORDON: I do not know.

Mr. CASGRAIN: How long has this
agreement been in force betwcen the goverfi-
ment of this country and those of Fngland
and the othier dominions?

Mr. CORDON: If I recolleet aright, since
1923.

Mr. CASCRAIN: How long bas it to mun?

Mr. GORDON: At the present time a
conference is takcing place in London with a
viewv te, consolidlating the various efforts such
as this that have to do with assembling em-
pire information with respect to many matters
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inciuding mineraIs, and I am bopeful that
after this conference bas concliided its work,
aIl these matters will bc consoiidatcd in one
information bureau. If tbat takes place, then
this vote will disappear and probably be ab-
suîbed ini a, general vote cuvering items of
this character.

Mr. CASGRAIN: Are any reports from
this Imperial Institute availablo at prescnt?

Mr. MACDOUGALL: They have been
av ailable for eigbt years.

Mr. GORDON: I imagine there are reports,
althougli I have seen themn only wben I have
sought some special information. At times I
have reccived information from the institu!te
witb respeýct to certain mineraIs. I have not
seen any compirehensive annual report: I arn
not sure there is one.

Mr. RALSTON: I do not wish to be
disre(spetful, but as a matter of fact is the
instittite anything more than a post office, if
I may so Say, or il collection office tbrougb
wliUh ai-e transmitted reports reccived from
varinus parts of the empire? In otbcr words,

is a synopsis made of tbese reports and a new
recport 1 jublislied, or are just such pamphlets
as arc thought te, be of tise to some particular
pa~rt of the empire ti-ansmitted througb that
office ?

Mr. CORDON: I wocild net go s0 fax as
to say that. it is merely a post office. It is
essenthit, and the mining îndustry considers
it essential, tbat information sbould be as-
sembled from various parts of the empire
showing wbat mineraIs they have in abundance,
w-bat mineraIs they are short of, what minerals
we could e-xport to them. w-bat minerals we are
short of and could get within the empire,
andi whcther tbose mineraI deposits have been
devclopcd or are capable of being turned into
industry. Matters of that kind are ass,ýembled
in the' Imp-rial In5stitute and from time to
time the Dominion of Canada bas turned
toward the institute for th:ît information. Per-
sonally I believe the institute bas been of
mor-e service to the colonies than to, tbe
dominions; tbat bas been my vicw for some
years, antI I am not at ail w-edded to the
continuance for any great period of time of
this institute withoiît a revision of its
activities. As I said a few minutes ago, I
believe after the conference to, which I bave
referred tbese variotîs activities will be ce-
ordinated, their expenso reduced and their
usefulness to those seeking information about
various parts of the empire and their products
increased.


