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tion something like that which he now
makes in his proposed amendment, but he
certainly did not press his suggestion with
any earnestness at that time. After all,
the matter is a minor matter and not one
of serious import. We have at present only
one vacancy in an electoral district, and if
the amendment passed it would not affect
any election which is at present in sight or
which we can reasonablly anticipate. I
agree that in the case of a general election
we should abide by the established principle
that all elections should be held on one
day; that is the provision in the Bill. I
believe also that if several by-elections were
to come on approximately at the same time
it would be well that they be held on the
same day. However, at the last session of
this Parliament the House considered this
question.

Mr. FIELDING: No.

Mr. GUTHRIE: It was brought up in the
form of a public Bill introduced by a private
menber on the opposite side, and referred
to a special committee of the House. That
commi'ttee recommended that the Govern-
ment should bring on by-elections to fill
vacancies within six months after the day
upon which the vacancy occurred. That
was not haphazard legislation. The special
committee wenit fully into the question. We
considered it at two or three meetings; I
was a member of the committee. We re-
ported our findings to the House of Com-
mons and the House passed that law. Now,
that is a reasonable safeguard. I can re-
member when it was a common thing in the
old days to keep constituencies open for
a long time to suit the convenience of the
Government-not of one Government; I
think every Government was guilty in that
respect, if guilt was attributable to any-
body. But now we have a definite, fixed
rule on the subject, that only six months
may elapse 'before a by-election shall be
brought on and a given vacancy filled. In
my humble judgment, the House should
stick to that provision.

But my chief objection to the proposed
motion is this. So far as we can see now
there is no difficulty that it is going to
remedy. If difficulties aiise we may take
steps at the next session to remedy them;
I do not think that at this late moment
we should recommit this measure. The
House has so fully gone into the whole elec-
tion Bill, has so thoroughly discussed it,
that the moment bas come when, I think,
hon. members are entitled to say; surely
thi3 is the end. If we have not an absolute-

[Mr. Guthrie.]

ly perfect measure we have one which
comes nearer to a perfect measure than
any other election law that was ever sub-
mitted to this Parliament. I think, Mr.
Speaker, that this proposal may well await
another session-if, indeed, it is one which
should obtain our serious attention at all.

The House divided on the amendment of
Mr. Fielding, which was negatived on the
following division:
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