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tb-ink that Canada can afford to spend $26,-
((0,000 for rural delivery ?

31r. LENNOX. No one in bis senses would
tl of an expenditure lika that for rural
delivery in Canada. We are spending onily
$4,500,000 for the whole postal service of
Canada, and does any sane man-and I ,op
the hon. ministar wants to assu ure
that role think of talking of an ~
penditure of $25,000,000 for a popula-
tion of 5,000,000 people ? Thay are'
spanding $26,000,000 not only in carry-
lJug on the rural mail delivary systam in the
IJnited States, but in parfecting the SYstem
and astablisbing 10,000 new routes everY
ýecar. Tbey established 10,000 new routes
lvst year and more than that are contern-
plated this year. In a f ew years, i think
within a year or two if I understand the re-
p~ort aright, they expect to bave a comuplete
ret work of free delivery routes over the
whole territory of the United 'States, 50

fai as necessary, upon the basis whîch they
have adopted of astablishing a route only
whereabout 100 familles can be embraced
lu a route of 25 miles or so.

This report goes on :

Despite largely lncreased expentditures, the
revenues gradually approximated the expenses
after each added outlay has marked a new
standard.

Iu 1872 the receipts of the Post Office Depart-
ment wera in round numbars $22,000,000, against
an expenditura of $26,500,000, a deliciency of
$4,500,000, or 20,45 per cent of the revenue, Iu
1882 the recaipts were $42,000,000, againat an
expenditure of $41,000,000, showing a surplus 0f
$1,000,000. In 1892 the receipts bad increased
to $71,000,000, againat an expenditure of $77,-
000,000, leaving a deficiency of $6,000,000, or 8*45
per cent of the revenue. In 1902 the receipta
ware about $122,000,000, with an expenditure of
nearly $125,000,000, reducing the daficiancy t'O
about $3,000,000, or 2-46 par cent of the revenue.

I have read this for the purpose of show-
iag that, while the Postmaster General
singled out a certain year to show the exis-
tence of deficits lu the United States ser-
Nice, as a matter of fact daficits have mark-
eti the wbole bistory of the business of the
United States Post Office Departmant since
1822 with the exception of one single year,
IFS2, when there was a surplus of $1,000,000.
1f will be noticed that although the deflcits
irp- increasing the percantage of deficits is
decreasing. In other words by a wisa policy
it,- Postmaster Genaral of the United -States

is extending the service as public demands
iequire it. and although there is nominally a
larger deficit there is actually a less deficit
uron the total business of the country. Tha
Posimaster General of the United States con-
tinues:

Deficits in the postal service are not to be
viewed wlth apprehiension. It ie the pollcy,
whenever the postal receipts exceed or corne
near the expenditures, to extand postai facili-
ties and cheapen the cost of the service to the
public. The receipts in 1882 indicated such a

healthy condtion of the postal revenues and ex-
penditures as to induce Congress to distributa
the benafits of the surplus among the people
in the reduction of latter postage from three
cents par haîf ounce to two cents par ouncea.

1 thouglit the 2 cent rate was a discover;ý
on our part of the continent, but it seems
that thay bad discoverad it first.

Inasmuch as the revenue raceived from first-
class mattar at the old rate of three cents par
haif ounce was about $16,000,000, the raduction
of postage to those writing lattera waýs iu the
naighbourhood of $5,000,000.

Under the seemingly doubla handicap of ra-
duced rates and incraased weights, the Post
Office Department was compalled to face a naewly
cr*eatad daficiancy, which iu 1885 was about $7,-
500,000.

The laostmaster Ganeral of Canada must
have known these facts. 'The point to which
I wish to cali bis attention is that when he
w as daaling witl? this matter and showing
tiiet by reason o0'f their adoption of rural mail
Celivery they bave plunged thamselves into

ilredfctitwould have been fair, it
v ould have been honest of him, to have
said that tliey previously bcd large deficits,
far in excess, lu some years, of what they
had since tha establishment of rural mail
delivery. In 1892 it was $6,000,000, ati
fr.om that yaar until 1897 tha deficiency grew
to about $11,000,000. So we find that the
cieficits that have arisen have not beau
caused by tha rural mail delivery. The Post-
miaster shows the very contrary, ha shows
ti. at increasad receipts hava resulteti from
Ihe fact of the establishment of rural mail
cialivery. Ha says :

During ail this time the beneficent grant of
cheaper postage not only aided business, but
premoted the exchanga of parsonal communica-
tions. It helped the farmers to secura the
free distribution of litarature from Stata agri-
cultural stations, which Congress authorized lu
1887.

Now.what la the argument to ha daducad
fromn the figuras furnishad by the United
States ? The Postmaster Ganaral asks,
Are we prapared to, plunge ourselvas int
an expeaditure of $25,000,000 ? Why Sir,
the hon. gentleman shows that ha bas given
very little consideration to the subjact. Ia
the United States, 13,000,000 of people are
being sarvad on an expanditura of about
$12,000,000. The total expenditura of the
United States in 1893-4, lu collection with
the post office was $152,000,000. Thirta,ti
million are ona-sixth of the population of the
United Statas, and ona-sixth of the total
axpanditura for the post office is $25,000,000.
In other words, wbilst thay bave expandad
upon 'rural mail dalivery a matter of $12,-
000,000 or $13,000,000, a fair proportion of
the total expanditure for tha rural popula-
tion for 18,000,000 people, would bave ba,n
doubla that amount. Tbarafore I do not
know that I could deduca any more concli -
sîva argument to, show, if not that this syq-
tam sbould ba adopted, at ail avents that i t
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