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This is often obscured by a benevolent ignorance of our
circumstances, our views; and our problems; a friendly unaware-
mess of Canada, eoxscept when occasionally we take a different line

- from you at the United Nations; or in regard to the best way of
dealing with ths danger of communism in Asia, or of communist sub-
version at home. :

Normally, 1 fear, Canada means to most people 1in this
country msrely & lctu of geography, a rather unexciting history,
from colony to ration without even a war of independence, symbol-
ized, so far as its relations with *he United States are con-
cerned, by Feice bricdgse and an unfortifisd border.

True, we havs a lot of geography. It 1is also true.that,
while the 14C ycarz since our couantries last fought each other
are characteriscd by r'riction as wsll as by peace, there is a deep
and sincere friendship Lotween our two peoples. This ensurss that
we will approach our mutual problems with gocod will, with a desirs
5o solve them fairly and in a way which will not le ave resentment
or bitterness.

Nevertheliess, this geed relationship cannot safely be
teft to 1tsell. It is going to need careful and intelligent
attention on both sides of the berder; nmore, possibly, than has
deen given, sinzc Canads, thirty cr forty years ago, assumed
complets rezporsini “or its side of the relationship.

¢ unigue relationship in its closeness and
ntimacy. Fvery dev morc shen 14C,000 pzople cross our common
boundary. Thz grsat mass of them 6o so without difficulty or
mach formality, tut viafortunately, 2 small but by no means
negligible rumzer on our side find they are running into dirfi-
culties concerned, though, as ws sse +t; often not very importantly
concerncd, with security, Tt would bs a sad day, and not only for
our after dinnsr swaakers, if our ooundary became a sticky onse
and difficuvlt tc creoss.

Host Canadians; unleas they speak French, ars hardly
distinguishablc {rum amoricans. Tifferences between a Georglan
end a Kinncsctan =zru often superficially greater than those be-
twesn a Chicvazcan wand 2« Torontonian. :

But this very intimacy hus its dungers. It means that
our disagrcemants, “hen we have thaem, take on a sort of family
character; are, therefors, often disconcerting and perplexing,
with 'et tu EBrute' undurtones.
ay I give you 2 perscnal example., If some European
Journalist cor lecturer said or wrote that Canada's External

Affalrs Minict:r wes a 'Pink', I rouldn't hear much if anything

about 1t; T supposs; and if I did I would put it down to the

childish ignorance of soms benighted foreigner. If a comparable

Amsrican seid the same tkhing, it wouldn't even have to be trans-
Gﬁated, and would g2t In tho Canadiun papers. My reaction, until

wy better ssif assersed iteslf, weould be almost a domestic one.

"He can't do that tc mc. ULidn't i %ell the Rotary Club at Washing-

Lon's Corners only .ast wook that I was heart and soul with the

great United Startes in thoe strugyl- acainst comrmnism?™
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