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NO.9- February 4, 1949.

It was crmounced simulteneously today in Ottawa ond Weshington
that, with a view to expediting the novement ccross the internationzl
boundary of aircraft and air-crew engaged in cmergency air search ond
rescue operations, the Canadien end United Stetes Governments had
egreed in on exchenge of notes to give special customs znd immigration
clecrznce to such planes and crews of either country when entering the
other's territory. As & result of the new errengements, it will no
longer be necesscry for the crews of plunes involved in oir secrch
and rescue opercticns to mcke their owm crrangements with the Customs
end Immigration esuthorities of the country which they are entering.
Instecd, completion of these formelities, by telephone or telegraph,
has now become the responsibility of the Rescue Coordinction Centre
in chorge of the rescue opercticn.

In Ceneda the R.C.A.F. is responsible for coordineting zir
seerch and rescue operations, which have been so often in the neus
gince the war as & result of the uony spectaculer rescues effected.
One of the mostly highly publicized of these was the drzmetic "Operation
Canon", in the autumn of 1947, vhen the R.Coh.Fe, 23sisted by an Army
poretroop tecm, evacusted Conon Jchn Turner, wounded Church cf Englond
missionary, by air from his home in Northern Baffin Lznd.

Rescue operntions are cencucted from five R.C.li.To
Coordinction Centres ot Holifox, Trenten, Winnipeg, Edmonton end Van-
couver. In most cases flights ere hondled by aircraft speciclly
designated for such work; some 25 of these planes are based at different
points ecross Cenalc, immedictely cvzilzble for rescue missions. In
eddition the R.C.A.F. nainteins o detachment of specially trained "para-
rescus jumpers", ready to lecp to the 2id of those in distress in
remote arces. There cre nlso speciel merine croft cveilesble cn the
East and GVest Coasts for water rescucs.

When the need crises, the combined facilities of the E.C.A.F.,
of the other two Services, cnd of other Government ngencies can be
cclled upen to assist in rescue operations. The R.C.A.F. naintcins close
co-operction with all Government departments and runicipnl cgencies end,
vhen the letter cre uncble to corry out the task with the facilities ct
their inmediste dispesal, the Air Senrch cnd Rescue orgenization is
brought into play.

Normally, R.C.A.F. Air Search cnd Rescue planes ore only cm-
ployed in assisting distressed flyers. In exception2l cases, heowever, -
particularly when it is 2 matter of life or decth - "mercy flights®
within Canedian territory cre clso hrniled. Sciae fifty operaticns of
n1l kinds heve been carried out during the past twelve nmonths cnd in
three ceses the men responsible ifor effecting the rescues were cverded
dccorcations. : .

The texts of exchinge of notes on this subject are atteched:
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