
European Convention on the Equivalence of Periods of University Study ( 1956, ETS No. 21);

European Convention on the Academic Recognition of University Qualifications (1959, 
ETS No. 32);

Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees concerning Eligher Education in 
the States belonging to the Europe Region ( 1979);

European Convention on the General Equivalence of Periods of University Study (1990, 
ETS No. 138);

Having regard also to the International Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and 
Degrees in Higher Education in the Arab and European States bordering on the Mediterranean 
(1976), adopted within the framework of UNESCO and partially covering academic recognition in 
Europe;

Mindful that this Convention should also be considered in the context of the UNESCO conventions 
and the International Recommendation covering other Regions of the world, and of the need for an 
improved exchange of information between these Regions;

Conscious of the wide ranging changes in higher education in the European region since these 
Conventions were adopted, resulting in considerably increased diversification within and between 
national higher education systems, and of the need to adapt the legal instruments and practice to 
reflect these developments;

Conscious of the need to find common solutions to practical recognition problems in the European 
region;

Conscious of the need to improve current recognition practice and to make it more transparent and 
better adapted to the current situation of higher education in the European region;

Confident of the positive significance of a Convention elaborated and adopted under the joint 
auspices of the Council of Europe and UNESCO providing a framework for the further development 
of recognition practices in the European region;

Conscious of the importance of providing permanent implementation mechanisms in order to put the 
principles and provisions of the current Convention into practice.

Have agreed as follows:
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