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In the pursuit of the reconstruction, rehabilitation and socio-economic development of

~ Sierra Leone as a matter of the utmost priority, special attention shall be given to rural
and urban poor areas, war victims, disabled persons and other vulnerable groups. The
Government in conjunction with the Committee for Demobilization and Resettlement
shall co-operate with all political parties and movements, including the RUF/SL, to
raise resources internationally for these objectives during the initial phase of the
consolidation of peace.

ARTICLE 23

The Government shall do all in its power to mobilize resources internally and
externally to meet the needs of the post-war reconstruction and socio-economic

development.

ARTICLE 24

The Parties agree that the independence of the Judiciary shall be strengthened in
accordance with its role of ensuring the fair and impartial dispensation of justice in a
democratic order. The composition of the present Judicial and Legal Service
Commission shall be determined so as to ensure the independence of the Judiciary
from the other organs of state as well as the political parties. Its membership shall
include, in addition to judges and representatives of the legal profession and public
services, representatives of other sectors of society not directly connected with the
administration of justice.

r

ARTICLE 25

The Police Force shall be strengthened to ensure that the rule of law is upheld
throughout Sierra Leone. To that end, the present Police Force shall be vetted.
Furthermore, the professional training of the Police Force shall henceforth assure a
new orientation, bu emphasizing professionalism, the importance of human dignity and
democratic values and respect and protection of human rights. It shall, further,
emphasise that the conduct of members of the Police Force shall be free from all
partisan considerations of politics, ideology and social position and that the Police
Force shall avoid and combat corruption.

Nominations for the Police Council will come from wider sectors of society prior to
their appointment so as to ensure their truly civilian and non-partisan character.

ARTICLE 26

It is recognised that there is a socio-economic dimension to the conflict which must
also be addressed in order to consolidte the foundation of peace. Accordingly, the
socio-economic policy of Sierra Leone shall be guided among other things, by the
following principles, taking into account available resources:

i. Enhancement of the nation's productive capactiy through meaningful
grassroots participation in the reconstruction and development of the

country;

ii. The provision of equal opportunities to all Sierra Leoneans especially
those in the countryside and the urban poor, with the aim of equitable
distribution of the nation's resources thereby empowering them to
contribute effectively to decisionmaking and implementation of policies

which affect their lives;

iii. Improving the quality of life of the people through the provision of,
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