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'HUMAN RESOURCES AND THE UNITED NATIONS

In a recent address to the United Nations Chil-
dren’s . Fund Committee of Canada in Toronto, the

®Cretary of State for External Affairs, Mr.. Paul.

artin, discussed  ‘‘the important. contributions of
the United Nations toward the mobilization of hu-
Man resources for the economic and social devel-
%Pment of the world’’. “It is generally accepted these
s,” said Mr. Martin, ‘““that investment in human re-~-
:°“l‘Ces represents an overriding priority in all de-
Clopment plans, whether national or international.
en I served as Minister of National Health and
se‘lfare from 1946 to 1957, 1 was continually con-
Clous of this overriding -priority within Canada,
S Secretary of State for Extemal Affairs, I am even
e:(;e aware of the ever-pressing need to preserve
develop the human resources of the international
“mmunity,’’ ; :
The body of Mr. Martin's speech follows:
««UNICEF’s activities on behalf of the child are
].v?entral factor in the world’s efforts to raise its
UNIng standards, The newly-elected Chairman of the
’ﬂadCEI‘j Exe.cutive Board, Mrs. Zena Harman, aptly
laste this point, when addressing an FAO conference
‘year. She stated:
big The upanim.ity which UNICEF elicits in the
'sﬁnt?d Nations is based not only on the natural
in%lment and feelings of sympathy which the child
¥ keS. transcending political differences, but on
for o "OWledge that all today’s efforts are dependent,
g eir ultimate success, on the strength and ability
f?StEd by the new generation as it grows to
Dec‘;:;t}'- The massive attack launched under the
€ of Development on poverty and misery must

commence with concern for the child. Today’s child
is an economic factor of crucial importance for to-
morrow,’’ '

AMELIORATION OF THE PROBLEM
In the context of the United Nations Development
Decade, UNICEF and approximately 40 other United
Nations agencies are intensifying their efforts to
mobilize and sustain support for measures required
for the economic and social advancement of nations.
Unfortunately, this aspect of the United Nations’
work never attracts the publicity that its success
warrants. Nevertheless, the eradication of the basic
causes of conflict in the world is being pursued
vigorously through the 13 Specialized Agencies and
and the 25 or so other United Nations agencies.
The World Health Otganization, for example, is
assisting the imperative need for emerging countries
to control disease and to establish comprehensive

_health services. The United Nations High Commis~

sioner for Refugees has been mobilizing public opin-
ion and securing international co-operation in order to
give crucial assistance to millions of refugees
throughout the globe, while the Special Fund is
supporting 286 projects to assist countries to inves-
tigate their natural resources, to improve and expand
the use of local materials and products, and to train
their human resources. These are but three examples
of a mighty world-wide battle, This massive cam-
paign would have been unthinkable 20 or 30 years
ago.

As an illustration of this substantial United
Nations role in the solution of economic and social
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