
In relation to security, the CSCE conceived and developed confidence and security

building measures. They are essentially mechanisnis for mutual reassurance. They were

designed to take the poitical sting out of routine military activities and in that context

provided means for enhancing transparency and predictability. Equally important they

projected an ethos of cooperation, and instituted a habit of cooperation, into the

competitive fleld of the quest of states for security, capitalizing on shared interests and

thereby contributing substance to the concept of comnmon security. The challenge of the

CSCE i the times ahead will be its ability to shape a process of transforining the concept

of common security into a system of collective security.

Security i the era of the Cold War was essentially deflned in terms of the classical

categories of protection against trans-border niilitary attacks. hn a very real sense it

remained a chimera unattainable for any states; nuclear weapons and the means of their

long-range delivery had blown the roofs off the territorial states, the post-Westphaliaii
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