
VIENNA CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE OZONE LAYER

PREAMBLE

THE PARTIES TO THIS CONVENTION

AWARE of the potentially harmful impact on human health and the environ-
ment through modification of the ozone layer,

RECALLING the pertinent provisions of the Declaration of the United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment, and in particular principle 21, which
provides that "States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and the principles of international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own
resources pursuant to their own environmental policies, and the responsibility to
ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the
environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction",

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the circumstances and particular requirements of
developing countries,

MINDFUL of the work and studies proceeding within both international and
national organizations and, in particular, of the World Plan of Action on the Ozone
Layer of the United Nations Environment Programme,

MINDFUL ALSO of the precautionary measures for the protection of the ozone
layer which have already been taken at the national and international levels,

AWARE that measures to protect the ozone layer from modifications due to
human activities require international co-operation and action, and should be based
on relevant scientific and technical considerations,

AWARE ALSO of the need for further research and systematic observations to
further develop scientific knowledge of the ozone layer and possible adverse effects
resulting from its modification,

DETERMINED to protect human health and the environment against adverse
effects resulting from modifications of the ozone layer,

Have agreed as follows:


