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disease. Then for something like 20 days
the fly was unable to do so. Then for a
prolonged period, the limits of which had
not been ascertained, the fly was again
capable of transmitting the disease. Other
experiments were made to ascertain whe-
ther the blood of natives who were under
the arsenic treatment (which had at any
rate a controlling influence on the disease
in prolonging life) was capable of trans-
mitting the disease through a fly. It was
suggested at one time that the arsenic
might prevent patients from being such
dangerous factors in spreading the dis-
ease as untreated patients. The experi-
ments showed, however, that flies feeding
on such patients might also become infect-
ed and transmit the disease.

German Peasants’ Physique.

An interesting report on the economic
condition of Germany’s agricultural class
has been published by Dr. J. Kaup under
the title ‘‘Nourishment and Vitality of
the Country Population.”’

The report contains a great mass of sta-
tistics and explanations by the author,
from which is appears that the physique
of the large German peasant class is stead
ily deteriorating owing to inferior nour-
ishment. This, as a general fact, is not
new, but its exact extent has hitherto heen
doubted. Judged by the army test, the
urban population also as a whole decreases
in physical efficiency; but it appears that
in certain individual army corps districts
where there is no proven physical deteri-
oration in the towns, there is a marked
deterioration in the country. Between
1902 and 1908 the percentage of physical
efficients among men of agricultural class
resident in the country fell from 60.5 to
particular provinces.

A further sign of unhealthy conditions
in the country is that infant mortality de-
spite better education and hygiene, has as
n whole not fallen; and that in some dis-
tricts it has even increased. Also the
hirth-rate in the country, particularly in
Prussia and Thuringia, falls off, while the
death rate diminishes more slowly than in
the towns,

According to Dr. Kaup, these and many
other unsatisfactory phenomena are due to
the deterioration in the feeding of the
country population. This is not necessar-
ilv due to a falling-off in general prosper-
ity, but to the fact that in the last two
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decades the peasants have taken to i
wholesome products produced on their
own farms, and consuming instead surro-
gates, colonial wares, alcohol and other
products of small food value. The induce-
ment of high prices for milk and dairy pro-
ducts has resulted in the farmers consum-
ing less milk; and to this is attributed the
unfavorable infant mortality rate.

In Brandenburg, Westphalia, Saxony,
Schleswig-Holstein, and the Rhine pro-
vinee, the consumption of milk by drink-
ing among the peasant producers has fal-
len to a minimum; surrogates have almeost
entirely replaced butter; and the once 1a-
vorite dishes made with milk have wvan-
ished altogether. The money received
farmers and peasants for the i
which they refuse to consume goes on pro-
ducts of little nourishing value, henece gz
general decline of physique. This deeline
is so serious a problem that there are even
social reformers who propose that the
State should forbid the peasants to sell
their milk until they have first properly
fed their children.

As such State interference would prob-
ably have no result, Dr. Kaup attacks the
Protectionist system which is the cause of
the evil; and points to England as a model
for imitation. He points out that the Bri-
tish system of freedom of import for food
is the only way of ensuring the sufficient
supply of milk which is absolutely essen-
tial for the health of the population. Duy.
ing the last twenty years the import of
butter into England nearly doubled, and
the result is that no strain is put upon the
native milk supply, and that four-fifths
of the milk production is consumed fopr
drinking, much to the benefit of the Popu.
lation.

Germany, owing to the taxation of food
produets, is unable to get a cheap su
of dairy produets; and this results in the
native dairy farms having to supply milk
both for butter and for driking. The high
prices which result make it increasing!
more difficult for the rural population to
consume the milk they produce; hence the
serious deterioration in physique, high in.
fantile mortality, and other unfavorable
phenomena with which Dr. Kaup deals.

Royal College of Surgeons, England.
The quarterly meeting of the Couneil
of the Royal College of Surgeons was held



