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restraint lias ta lie cxercised that evein a fair amouint of tinlie iliay be reserve(l

for study. Under different conditions iii this respect thiere would have beeni

more students present.

The Christmas journal.

The journal will this year follow the examiple of the eclitorial staff of

last year in issuing a special Christmas numiber. An effort will be madc ta

have this issue in the hands of the students by Tuesday, 2Oth. 'l'le content,,,

will be made as attractive as the circumistances attending the publication of a

college journal will permit. If there is any excess literary ability frettinig in

silence we will welcom-e any expression of its existence in tie form of story

or descriptive article.

Count Tolstoi.

Count Lea Tolstoi, author, reformer, recluse hiaif blis life, iii the strongcst

current of events the other balf, a mari with a message for the people of bis

age and tlie genius ta express it, is dleami, and the world iii diversity of jtudg-

nment on bis life notes thue eccentricity of bis habits or the sanity of bis mcia-

sure for the betterment of the Russian peasant., Toistai, despatclies relate.

just before bis death, had resolved ta go apart froiii bis fellowmien and devote

the remainder of his days ta contemplation. The samne pions aspiration is

said to have possessed St. Francis, the founider of. the 1rancisciain Order of.

Monks. But on biis way ta bis retreat Toistai xvas overtakçen by (lcath. lis

life, as it lias beconiie known ta the world, exhîibits a niîd witbi nany side<l

powers.iii which the wisdoni of tue student and the thinker appears llndc(l

witli a good deal of practical sagacity. It was, however. througli lus literary

work that Toîstoi delivered biis message and souglit the betternient of tbe

conditions of life of the conîmion people of luis coulitry. I t is reilarkable tliat

in the alleged tyranny of the govcrnmciint of Ruissia and its teiudency ta linuiit

the expression of opinion adverse ta its acts be shotild have escaped saie formn

of punishment for luis direct attacks. I. is truc that bis xvork was liailupere(l

at times, but he livcd out bis years witbotit anytbin- more than a temiporary

subsidence of bis efforts on bebaîf of tlîe peasant. As a youlng man Toîstoi

was a member of the aristocracy of luis country and tlîe possessor of an ex-

tenisive estate. lue later divested himiself of a great deal of lais property an(l

for a time lived as a peasant amiongst peasants. lie enlisted as a soldier iii

certain wars iii whiclî bis country was engaged and later took up the work

of atborship. Fromn tbat period uintil bis deatb reports of bis propaganda

for the refornus that would open tbe door of opportunity to the peasant, of

lus diverse literary activity, bave reaclîed the ontsi(le world. Pamphlet after

pamphlet have came fronui luis pen ainued against tlue evils that were rife iii

Russia. Ile attacked the principle of governnuient and the mieasuires of those

in power. Until the end lue reinaine(l a force against evil. lIe was not gifted

Witli tbe talents of a robilst leader or perbaps the goal of bis efforts was anc

impossible of attainmiient in the years of eveni bis long9 life. At one time lie


