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violently assaulted, and windows and daors

broken in with atones by a mob, and the

police, instead of resalutely protecting the

warshippers and dispersing the mob, hustled

the parties thus attacked without shadow

of provocation off ta the protection of pri-

vate houses, and failed ta arrest any ring-

leader of the attacking crowd, the natural

inference was that we were ta be treated ta

anather exhibition of good justice. We are

glad ta know that better counsels have pre-

vailed. Thaugh, so far as we are aware,

no attempt has been made ta punish any of

the guilty parties, other steps have been

taken ta vindicate t'be good naine of the

historie city of Canada. The press of the

city bas vigorously denouncect the outrage.

The Mayor bas, we believe, bad the dam-

aged places of worship repaired at the city's

expense. By order of the Bishop the

priests have candemned the outrage from

their pulpits, and it is reassuring ta observe

that in daing sa several of tbem expounded

the principlo of reli.gious liberty and free

speech in sound and emphatic terms.

Prominent public men bave dane the

samne witb good eflect, amang tbem Hon.

Wilfrid Laurier and Mr. Jsrael Tarte,

M.P. On the principle of giving bonaur

ta wbom it is due, we may add tliat, wbi]e

Mr. Laurier contented himself, lifter a

single reference ta the affair as Ila violation

of the most sacred rigbts of conscience,' with

a strong condenrnatian of intolerance an

the ground of expediency, Mr. Tarte de-

nounced it in the clearest and moat empha-

tic termil, as a violation of the liberty of the

subject, and his inalienable rigbt ta freedomi

of tbougbt and speech in every part of

Canada.

0f course such differences of opinion

in the courts are usually the autcame of

different interpretations of statutes wbich

are found ta bc more or less obscure or

ambiguaus. This suggests an important

question in regard ta whicb, judging from

the correspondance in the papers-much of

it, no doubt, from the pens of membars of

the bar-thare wauld be broad differencas

of opinion among the mambers of the legal

profession. la the needed reform ta be

faund in improvad legislation, or in improv-

ed interpretation and administration of the

laws 1 In other words, is want of perapi-

cuity in tbe latta tbemselves, or want of

acumen in the interpreters, tbe main cause

of this uncartainty in the judgments of tha

couirts 'f Accarding ta the opinion which

one may reach upon this point will depend,

prabably, bis view with regard ta the relat-

ed question. Wauld uniformity in legal

decisions be better promoted by stricter

adharence ta the latter of the law, or by

greater liberty in intarpreting it accarding

ta its supposéd, spirit, rather tban according

ta tbe ipsi8sima verba l Some, we observe,
seem ta look in one direction, seime in the

other. This is a most important distinc-

tion. It makes the issue, as same one-the
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Globe, we tbipk-bas suggastad, as betwaen

the infallibility of lagisiators and that of

judges. Not believing in the infallibility

of the latter we should shrink from giviog

them too wide a liberty in applying suppOs-

ed hroad principlesinstead of printed clauses,

and in givingjud gment according ta tbeir

notions of equity, rather than according ta

the words of the law. On the other band,

cases sucb as one wbich came under aur

notice:, the other day, in whicb the employee

of a certain firm, being absent without

notice in consequence of sic kness,was unable

ta collect money fairly earned because of

baving sigr.ed ani agreement ta give ten

days' notice of leaving or forfeit wagea due

ta a certain amaunt, give us pause. N o

ana could read the evidence in such a caçe

witbout sympatbizing strongly with the

judge in bis strong, expression of regret that

the law obliged bim ta give a decision wbich

was unrighteous. We repeat the question

as ane wbicb it migbt he profitable ta have

discussed in this connection. Would the

ends of justice be better promoted by the

closeat passible adberence on the part of

the courts ta the strict letter of the law, or

by a widar liberty ta be guided by the

principles of equity iii the individual case?'

The session of tbe British Parliament

wbich is just clasing bas been a remarkable

and bids fair ta become a historical one,

albeit very little legislation bas been put on

the statute book. Its importance arises very

Iargely from the radical character of the

measures that bave been either brought for-

ward or foresbadowed by the Governmant.

Not merely one but several, of these meas-

ies are of sucb a kind that their enactment

into law would amount almost ta a revalu-

tian, in eacb case. The budget wbicb was

passed introduces, or at lest carnies ta an

extent bitharto scarcely dreamed of,the naw

principle o gradation of taxation according

ta the ability of tho individual ta bear it.

The Hlome-Runle Bill, the Evicted Tenants

Bill, and the Miners Eigbt-llours Bill,
among the measures actually attempted and

defeated, and tbe bills for the payment of

members of Parliament, the disestablish-

ment of the Cburcb of England in Wales,
and the introduction of simultaneous elc-

tians and tbe one-man, ana-vote principle in

the use of the.francbise,among those promis-

ed ait an early session, may be mentioned

by way of illustration. Then the new pre-

cedient wbich bas been twice creatad, of

mediation by a member of the Governnient

in labour difficulties, is pretty sure ta broad-

an down into a kind of constitutional usage,

which may yet bave an important bearing

upon the settlement cf the relations between

capital and labour. The prominence these

and other bold innovations have now re-

ceived indicates the presence of a popular

demand wbich will prabably pravent any of

tham from being quietly dropped, wbile past

bistory leads us ta believe that most of
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tbem will soaner or later, cyo e artor

the other, be incorporated,in BIssi

the legislative code. e d all to8pec"

Speaking of measures Paa the men

tive leads our thoughts natlrBîîY tbe cal'

apon whom the leadership Of thentad

forces was devolved by the retirellet.0

Mr. Gladstone, in itself an event . hich it

importance to make the session indbl

occurred historical. lNewsPaPer tS

reports with reference to the alîegea sd.

gonism between the Premiier and the 0

er of the Liberals in the Cotro re They

course, bu accepted with much reere n

are often the fabrication of an cel*~

oftener the forecasts of thase In ght

minds the wish is father to the tbit

Nevertheless, it is impossible ta dou -a

there is a foundation in fact for the pOPuu0'

rumoura. Even at thîs distance on ca Sir
read the speeches of Lord Rosebery. cubb

Williami Harcourt without prece 'Otheir
their modes of tbinking, not to p0ly

the Pl
principles of action, are wide .aS . f
asunder, and that the possibilitLes forbo

maniaus co-operatioti between then Th

Iength of time are few and 5OI1Ial eVe

they will retain their presenit relatinik

during another session is extrenl Y11"

ly. Wbat will be the upshot it is inPosi

bie ta predict. The retireOlent Of eld~

would almost surely shatter the b

ment, or break the feeble hold it" o

upan Parliament. Whether frolu chai

necessity it is pretty certain that th" the

ernment must go ta the country beodo

next session is many monthe old.

this with rival leadersan ide

wonld be to court dfad diAdt cae

time, Tory rule under presenit coud 0 0

an almost manifest impossibilitY, robd

ven turing upon the bold role of the P 8OP

one finds it hard to resist the at îelsst,'

that a coalition of seime sort, or a dd

re-union of the less radical *îtbthe,

setetLiberals is among the poRsibiltg

of the not distant future.

Exceptio probat regularnî. he PP

ance in the current number ofte0a

adian Magazine of a well-writteO _Ai

thoughtful. article on a phblosopbîcae,

by the Hon. David Milîs, M.P., sris00
accentuate the contrast wvhich. one 090

times tempted ta make betweeni OurC

adian statesmen and thoae af the gte

Counitry, in respect ta range of st 0es

interests. While aur ablest publie 0100l

a rule are politicians, or if we njaY g

to same af themn the terni whicb usage tb,

made more dignilied, statesmen, andOO

ing more, unless it be in a feW irCStÏ 0'

lawyers and juriats, the miagaazines 0a1 ,

views, and the transactions of the liteso

scientifie, and philosophical SOcdeta , go
Great Britain, are cantinually re Odn o

that a considerable percentage of the 0

liamentary leaders in the 1 0aUn1,k

devoted to liberal studies, and able '0

their part on occasion in learned dileu


