
296

events hie can hardly deny that it is some-
what inconsistent to call Canada a mEre
dependency when it suite him, and wben it
does not suit him, to call it virtually inde-
pendent. Again, anxious to impress upon
us the disadvantages of our connection witb
the Mother Country, hie asserts that because
of it no amendment can be made to our Con-
stitution. Il The constitution," hie sayo,
Ilimposed by Parlianient upon Canada
twenty years ago bas disclosed serious
defects. The Senate, especially, bas proved
a dead failure or worse. Yet, the constitu-
tion is practically riveted on the colony
because Parliament can neyer bie got to
attend to amendments. Thug the politi-
cal development of the colony, instead of
being aidcd by the supposed tutelage, ie
impeded in the most important respect."
It is scarcely possible that language could
be more misleading. Our constitution was
not imposed upon us. Every line of the
British North American Act was drawn up
by Canadian rtatesmen. It was the out-
corne of the political experience and wisdom.
of our best men. Lt has been amended
already. It can be amendcd again, when-
lever the Canadian people express their
desire for an amendment. Our Senate is a
failure, but the Senaie stands, simply be-
cause neither of our two political parties has
declarcd against it. The great reason why
the Opposition has not clone go is because
Canadians have not made up their ininds
whether they can do wîthout a second
Chamber, or what amendment to the present
method cf constituting one would be most
successful. Lt is the inconsiFtency of Dr.
Smith's languagye, ho wever, rather than its
inaccuracy that 1 wi8h to point out. While,
bore, lie deplores the dificulty of securing a
constitutional amendment, elsewhere, lie
stli more vehemently deplores the fact tliat
under the Par liamentary systein the niost
radical amendaient may ho passe], it masy
ho in a single s'ssion, in Great Britain.
Hie contrasta this with happy Statia, where
ho shows again and again that an amend-
ment to the constitution is ail but out of the
question, save in confection with a life~
and death struggle of the nation, a nation
too that is becomning so unwieldly, that in
future stili more than in the past, it will
ho well.ni gh impossile to got the consent of
three-fourthis of the people through the
State Legiatures or ïonventions to any
specific amendment. His reaI position
would soem to bie that constitutional
amendmient can bo obtsined tOO easilv in
Britain and not easily enough in the Uniitod
Statem. As we are British, how is it pos-
sible that we cari ho in the saine plight as the
United StateR i Are we not in ite htappy
miean belween the Iwo extreinesi? The
people of Canada must flrst vote into power
a government with a programme. Should
a constitutional amendaient be involved, it
can ha obtained with very little delay, but
should thore be strng opposition, tho
necessity Df going to the Imporial Parlia-
ment gives opportunity for ressonable
delay or reconsideration. Such a safeguard
agsinst hssty action or violent proposais on
the part of an accideutal msjorty of the
people is a boon not a yoke. But, whetbor
hoe admits this to ho a boon or not, lie can-
not bealiowed to sit on two stools. Ho can-
not complain of the facility with which,
under the British systeni, revolutionary
changes may be made, and the next mo-
ment complain that our constitution is
practically unchangoable. I have not deait
with the essay on the"I Empire," in dotail,
because go far as Canada is concernied, it is
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littie more than "lCanada and the Canadian
Question," over again, and as that bas been
answered slroady in THE WEEK, it ie Un-
necessary to say more at present. While
hoe criticisos, lot us "lrise up and build."

By far the hest essay in the book is the
first, the one on IlSocial and Ludustrial
Revolution. " Ifs chief defecte are due to bis
lack of faith in the gond sense ni the people
of Great Britain and the United States,
sud the oxaggerated importance hie attaches
to ephemeral productions of the Jules
Verne type, like IlLooking Backward," and
to, wild-cat proposais in favor of land
nationalization, fiat mnney, and sucb like.
Ho wvelcomes, yet seenis to drcad, popular
education and unlimited discussion. Ho
belioves if the steady advance of humanity,'
sud yet seema to tbink if possible that the
soundesf and most conservative nations
înay lose their senses. He is religious
biniseli, yet fancios that the most relig-
ions people if the world may hecome infidel
and surrender themselveg f0 the pig phil-
osophy, Illet us est and drink, for to-mor-
row we die." If hie bimeeli had more faith
ho would not despair. Assurcdly, hoe would
do more gond ifl ho cultivated a more hopeful
toue. Lot him. reflect that thero is flot one
nf the great changes that have been made
during the Nictoriau epcch that hoe would
unniake if hoe had the power, aud yst, how
many of those were believed te involve the
deluge IL can nnw ho seen that ail have
been along the linos ni justice, nf mercy, ni
peace hetweeu classes aud nations, sud tho
dawn of a stili botter day may bo discerned.
0f course, evil exise sud is strnng. The
enemies of snciety are numerous. But, in
vain do tho heathen rage. Even in the
heart of the Irish Celti4, whom hoe thinkï an
hopolese, sud in the hesrt of the Church nf
Rome that seems to him only a vast con-
spiracy againet freedom,, there is progrees.
IL may almost ho said that.wherever there are
human boinge, they are living nnw under
more benigu heavefs than in any previnua
age, and, botter still, there is s striving up-
ward to tho light everywhere. Ail the
influeuces sud inventions ni modemn times
tend f0 rnuitiply opportunities for moen and
women to live s higher life, and just as
sure as day follows night, there is s gond
finie coming,

wVheîn sense anid worth o'er a' the cartlh
Sh1ah hear the,,ree!' forî a' that."

Dr. Goldwiu Smith wa8 at one finie
cnunted a Radical, and we commniod to bun
the faith that uudoriay the Radicalieni of
Burns. Even rationaliste have iaifh in the
eventusl triumph ni reason over passion.
Why thon should any mian despair who
knows that resn is the organ nf the IInly
Spirit and that Hie office is to reveal the
Son (f man to men ?

G. M. GRANT.

IL was hsd enougli to explodo bomba in
the Cheinher ni Deputiesi, but for members
to indugle in a viva for the 1870-71 Con-
mune-the Commune was very conimn in
the firet Revolution-passefli ail under-
standing. The representative who thus
misrepresented, Franco, is M. Thivrier, who
wears a blue smock to testify bis amicable
relations with the working classes, sud on
Suudays hoe is reported to wear woodeu
shoep, black varnished like the harnees ni a
millionnaire. Marat, ase, had a weakness
for sucb pumpa ; s prote8t agaiust the satin
slippers aud talons rouges of Louis XV. era.
Thivrier is simply s poseur, and in bis hoe.

ing chucked out by the unormed so1dielr,
with orders to keep bum out for 801
three woeks, plus stnpping bis grog, the
French do well to treat the incident wvith
sulent contempt. Iu politics, said Thier3,
neyer take anything au tragique. Th

gravamen of the rmatter lies in the SoCiall't
Deputies, between 50 and 60, abetting th'
unseemly conduct, somne nf whom were 8t
iug members under the Commune. The
Chamber bas now its group of Communiste'
it is to ho hoped they wili not wcar the red

Phrygian bonnet as a substituto for the old
men's skuli cap. French members of Par-
lisment sit with uncovered heads, evefi the
Israeiites du so, a politenees they escheW in

their synagogues. As it nevr r rains but
it peurs, the next surprise was a lecture
in the Sorbonne Amphitheatre by DPpty
Carmilie Pelletan, for tbe guidanice O

ropublican students through the 5btfting
sands of politico. socialîsm. Pelletan isS'I'O

a clever journalist and a good man?.ti
figures ; hie is not exactly a Communiat, bi$
lie wrote one of the best histories Of the
Commune, to show how the soldiers mowed
down the insurgents ;a sort of conderIîIS
tion of the arîny nf Versailles. Duriflg th'
lecture, a military baud played soîne pP"PU

lar airs. A few orthodox. burniilg "cd~

shining lights of Communistri were peO)

as Cornmittee men-and there's the rulb
What next luI case of for cigu c0rnlilet

tiens would the Comn uitî handicaptb
suthorities b

In occupying Timibucton, the rI
have executed a very dashing and dru
acf.. Public opinion is nt quite at e th
respecting the prudence of the s tb
Goverument had the taking of th8t hî
city as the objective of their Soudan e'
only the capture was premature and due t0

the rivalry betwoen the marines a.Od the
regular troope. AL this is of noun ot

suce now ;the wine bas been poud 0U
and muet be druuk. No one but 1
wisb success to the haudful of braVe8 0I
their perilous position ;they WiK have t oo
tain the whole shock of the Touareg8t
most fanatical of Mahiomedan fanatîco
beside whoî; the A 1. Mahdi is tnleratl'

itself. Beiîîg secedlers, the SultanOfTr

kvy bas no influence over themIn
eyes he, ton, srnacks of the infidel. en

nomiadic sect, known as the. El ennLOu rs
one ie aswar e of the extent of their nu l'eok
They coule sud go like locuets. ro
their back would be agreat step 1 clr

ing the Soudans of the Arab slave toelp
ants. So Western civilization oug t go1
the French in the great risks tbe of
face. As to the commercial irnpOrt îconO
Timbucton, that is but seconary no
connected with the distant future*urc-
sure, the chespeat and most suitabOe eo
peau gonds, no matter by whst peOP raç&O
ufactured, wil! infiltrate to the Cark
routes, pending the gridironing of th''e
Continent by railways. Lt is f0 be oe
that neither Italy nor Englaud will Ocp
dasb at Mecca, to out-glory Franc e by S
turing the abiding city nf the 1 roPheerol

In shaking the bircli at the lad-v'd
of Egypt, Eungland is sdmitted toh S iffl
a gond score. Better stili is ber telli'~
that bis presence is uotactuallyneest
the welisre of the Nile Valley. The inI~ rooI

shows that England and Turey eY 100
in the saine haruesa, and that tbe Fa.ig
ston plan of treating Oriental usl o
ever the best. France wouid not aliow W
of the rulers of bier protectorategl saY t
Tunis, Tonkin, Annam, CambOdia, etP
kick up their heels and salute l'et


