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xﬁi"c(})lur:ext. The people of Jamaica, Barbadoes
selves er West Indian Colomes.f'ound.them-
slave ln°t only exposed to competition with the
e bo abour of Cuba and Brazil, but also with
claimelcllm}{ protected sugar of France and they
and ¢ that the trade should be placed on a fair
i“terescéua] basis, and he thought the sugar
at th of this country had reason to complain,
avin °badm38310n into this country of sugar
m“ntxgie ounties on exportation from foreign
0measdca\uses_severe injury and Joss to the
extern i Colqmal trade, and, in fact, threatens
egged ’tmnate it. Inconclusion, the noble lord
Wwould tal‘: express a hope tbat the Government
Tom the de' some steps torelieve the sugar trade
at the g, ifficulties under which it laboured, and
extraol-d~me time consider, in case the present
Continy, inary circumstances were allowed to
France e, whether the bounty-protected sugar of
clugeq ?r"d other countries should not be ex-
equaliy om the British markets until the in-
e Y was removed.
measurs:ggest_bn by our Government of such 2
trade ¢o as this for the purpose of restoring the
lead to t}l,ts normal and natural condition would
Tance w‘? ’;dOption of the necessary reform in
ed Whan out a moment’s further delay. He
on the g bf was the present state of nogociations
Th ubject. .
hag ZnEa'l of Derby—I think my noble friend .
under ufegooq service by bringing this question
Question nrot,Ce of the House. Itis in itself a
which deeol considerable importance and one
3 very “Sell:’ { and vitally affects the interests of
Commuynyis ul and not unimportant section of the
a vantagey'.. The way in which such unfair
18 thig 'NT‘}? secured by the French sugar refiner
by the esti e duty levied on sugar is measured
Certain oy imated yield of refined sngar from a
it ungpduantity of raw material. I this yield
e drawb 'r{(‘a‘ed, as has been the case, then
as a Ountac granted on exportation operates
hag paid dy' That is to say, suppose a refiner
and he e lll“y on an estimated yield of go 1bs.,
b?ck on a ﬁ') obtains g5 Ibs., he gets the draw-
im Whigg h s., asumis, thereby, refunded to
Bain in,, h? has never paid, and which is clear
French, G is pocket. It is owned that the
bounty of overnment are paying in this way a
0 away wﬁio"'%o ayear. Itwas in order to
onventio the possibility of that abuse that
System ¢ ) n was signed in 1864 establishing a
Sugar, hetermmmg the saccharine quality of
British g2t system did not work well. The
Stitution O‘Yemm.ent in 1874 proposed the sub-
Clausiﬁca?' refining in bond for the system of
Wstem o O .| need not explain that the
tor the 5 refining in bond is an effectual remedy
Tefiney pause complained of, because where the
Ugar progls, only on the actual amount of refined
rawbacl:ei,d under supervision he can claim
e am eyond what he is fairly entitled to
8stem of ot Of the actual yield. At first the
Countrieg reﬁ"‘ng in bond was opposed by other
Assempy, ut in March 1874, the French
n bopg );}fassed a law to the effect that refining
J“‘Yy 18 ould come into force on the 1st of
'0 come ;7;? That law, it was understood, was
Sent mony, to operation in the course of the pre-
from the F‘We have had repeated assurances
b'Ought intrench Government that it should be
therefor |10, OPeration without delay, and it is
We haye | With regret and disappointment that
ssﬂ;a;"t that a Bill has been brought into
st of Y Postponing its operation until the
Againgt th?rc next. We have remonstrated
anglish sus delay as unjust and injurious to the
Signatyre (oa¢ trade, and have withheld our
18 cleareq Tom the Convention until the matter
affairg andulp' That is the present position of
efore S:'lhall be ready to lay papers on the
ateme ¢ Session closes, containing 2
wo I Wontl of what has passed. Before 1
friend uld just remark that I think my
put this question a little too much

as if it aftected exclusively the interests of the
colonial producer and the sugar refiner. From
our point of view, it is also a question affecting
the general interests of the public. We are
convinced that any advantage of cheapness to the
consumer which can be obtained by means of the
bounty on foreign refined sugar will be temporary
only, because if the bounty were contmuqi long
enough and raised high enough to drive the
English sugar refiner and colonial producer out of
the market, then it follows thatt ¢ foreign pro-
ducer would get the monopoly of the market, in
which case the price would not long yemain at a
low rate. (Hear, hear.)

Earl Granville entirely concurred in thinking
that the noble lord had done good service by
bringing that question forward and by making
the statement which he had done, confirmed and
strengthened as it had been by the speech of his
noble friend the Foreign Secretary. However
cosmopolitan in their sentiments tl}e French
sugar refiners and beet root growers might be, he
was afraid they could hear with considerable
complacency what they were told about the
destruction of the British refiner and the ruin of
our Colonial producer from the effects of ex-
ceptional duties or special bounties. He believed
the conduct of our Foreign Office under successive
Governments had been perfectly consistent on
that subject, and that it had been actuated by an
honest desire to settle the question on a ‘faxr
basis for all parties. It was impossible to believe
that men like M. Leon Say and others could
thing it advantageous to France t0 add to her
present taxation by giving a sum, whither of
£800,000 or a million sterling 2 year, for the
interest of her sugar refiners, thereby raising the
prices paid by the whole of the consumers in
France. That discussion would, he hoped,
strengthen the hands of the Secretary of State
for Foreign affairs, and also call the attention of
the French Chamber to that subject, indepen-
dently of particular class interest. He did not
wish them to take our word on the matter, h_e
was quite certain they would not do so. Butif
in France it was considered how great an in-
crease of taxation, and how serious an injury to
the public, was caused by the course they were
pursuing, he thought that must at no distant El,ay
produce 2 satisfactory result. (Hear hear).

I have a cablegram informing me€ that the
Convention between England, Francé, Holland
and Belgium has been ratifed—all sugar to be
refined in bond after the 1st of March next—this
will place these countries on an equal competing
basis. This is the way that Free Trade Eng-
land thoroughly protects her Trade and Manu-
facturers. Will Canada on the face of England’s
action in this matter permit the United States to
control and destroy several of our chief industries
by means of her aggressive protccthn? The
protection of the Uniteq States being both
defensive and aggressive nothing_but 2 perfect
equality in respect to Duties and Drawbacks be-
tween similar industries of the United States and
Canada will be just to either country—certainly
this alone can be safe or satisfactory to the sugar
refining interest, or the West India Trade of the
Dominion.

I am well aware of the volume of the exports
and imports of the West Indies t0 and from all
countries, and I repeat that ra% sugar is the
staple export of the West Indies and will con-
tinue to be so for reasons well known to me. It
does not pay to manufacture a large quantity of
fine grade grocery sugars in the West Indies.
« Central Factories” and * Euxiemes” in the
sugar growing countries working for a few
months in the year have no chance against the
refiners working all the year round, for this, and
other important reasons, the great bulk of the
sugar produced by the planters will always be
exported in its raw state. Vacuum Pans and
«Centrifugals ”’ have been used in the West
Indies for upwards of twenty (20) years. It will

be found that the “Canada and West India
Company” cannot prosper until such time as
our sugar tariff is suitably altered and the
aggression of the United States met with the
firmness and ability that indicate statesmanship.
I remain
Very respectfully,
. GEoRGE GORDON DUSTAN.
Woodside House, Halifax, }

Nova Scotia, gth Sept. 1875.
THAT MUTUAL BENEFIT.

To the Editor of the Monetary Times.

'DEar S1r,—Would you pléase inform me if
the Mutual Benefit Association of Hartford
Con., is in existence. Wingfield & Barker are
their Agents in Toronto. 1am a member of it
and what puzzles me is that the members are so
much healthier than they are in other Co’s.,
there only being a call once a year. I have been
informed the thing is a fraud, please let me
know.

Yours truly
A. F. DULMAGE.

We have several times expressed our opinion
of this concern, and refer our correspondent to
the fyles of the MoNETARY TiIMES. Meantime
we give for his information and for the benefit of
all concerned the following letter which appears
in the New York Insurance Chronicle of Sept.
16th from Mr. S. Paddock of East Berlin, Conn:
«1 desire to publish the amount of money
received by the widow of N. C. North, of Fast
Berlin. Mr. North was insured in Class A of the
above company. They report 1,206 members in
that division in their July report, each of whom
should pay $1.10, one dollar of which goes to the
heirs, and ten cents for expenses. This would
of course give the widow %1,206. Did she get
it? Not much; she got just $1g8. If any one
can figure this thing out and show that the com-
pany is treating its policy-holders in a fair and
honest manner, I should like to have it done.”
What surprises us is that the widow got any-
thing at all! Ep. M. T.

A ——————————

BRITISH METAL MARKET.

Iron.—A better tone prevaded tha iron trade
of Scotland during a part of the month. Makers
were invreceipt of more orders, and prices
strengthened. But the improvement is much
less conspicious as the month closes, and prices
are again receding. Quotations are moderately
firm.  From the North of England we learn
that very few new orders for rails have lately
been distributed, but that certain firms have
enough orders on their books to keep their works
going for some time to come. At the date of
writing, quotations varied from 1. 2s. 6d. for
ordinary kinds. Plates and bars were in better
demand, and puddled bars fetched 5. to 50 25.6d
The South Yorkshire iron trade maintains
a healthy steadiness. In North Staffordshire
there is a shade of improvement 1n the general
condition, but certain mills can h.arc‘ily be kept
going for want of orders. The pig iron trade is
quiet. Fair qualities, have been sold at 62s.6d.
to 67s. 6d. at the furnaces.

Steel.-~The condition of 3 :
for some time been fairly healthy. Itis a satis-
factory fact that the business in the Sheffield
district has improved, ax:xd t.hat the excellgnt
demand which has prevailed in South Yorkshire
for some time past continues without abatement.
On the month prices are unaltered ; but it is

the steel trade has



