
Notes of a Hasty 7n.7
a ar as the Royal Observatory, more than resembling a snow slide off a long roof inll ay, where a halt was made for re- awinter. After each boiliu a Cloud Of du tfresh .ents at 9 a.. , after a hot walk of like smoke woul rise eut of t ho rrble
two hour. Ilitîberto the ascent, though Pit. The sight was grand and terrible. Webteep, had tot heen difficult; a road had walked almost around the crater on its
been made through the lava for mules. edge, our boots burning hot at times; once
The lava through which the road hiad led we had to pass throughi a cloud Of sulpîîurfor an hour was of two kinds-that of this that atost choked me. Small apertures
spring being entirely composed of scoria, whence the white sulphurous smoke aroeOr lava scurn, and resembing ploughed led into the earth. The heat oere was erv
telda, va inuch as to deceive me at first; great; we shoved our alpenstocks down athe lava of 8 8 very pure and hard, and couple of leet, and in a few seconds thevflot yet ensioev cold, as the guide showed were well scorched, causing the iron bandus crevices out of which hot air still came. to fall off. We began the descent at a quar-Ther latter resmblec externavy the sea ter past eleven, and came down the firstamter a reavy htorn when the waves, though part in six foot strides at a great rate. Atpooth, are hgh; only the waves of lava 11.50 we stopped to empty our boots of cin-
'hppeared on the surface like a sea of thick ders at the Observatory, and arrived atPaste that had been stirred up with poles Resina at half-past one, after a hard butand stopped in that position. At half-past interesting walk in a hot Naples Sua of 12ine we reached the beginning of the cone. or e miles.
tlere ail signs of vegetation ceased, and Herculaneum lies right below Resina;the ascert, hitherto over lava, must now be we went down about one hundred steps to
UP a rnuch steeper incline, and wading see it, and 1 was disappointed. Owing tolearly knee deep at times in cinders re- the difficultv of excavating the lavawhatng dry mud broken up very fine. In can be seen lV comparativey little; part eta quarter of an hour we came to patches of a theatre orchestra, &c., and a Street with
yellow cinders, impregnated with sulphur, a few houses near what used te be the seWhich still smelt very strongly, and exud- shore, hothing very re arkabe. Froth '

lin places through holes where the heat Resina we drove r a carkage to F Pompeiý 1teas very considerable. At a quarter past eight miles, over a road very dusty, whocte, We stood on the edge of the crater. My white dust ad been blown over and cover-
liveliest imaginations had gever pictured ed the fences and trees in the immdiate
tra a crater; it really looked like an en- vicinity, giving the a strange appearance.crance to the regions of Satan. The whole At 4 p.m. we eatered ancient PornpeijCrter is, I should think, about one mile between i eans ofancie Pompe
er circumference, and, previous to the last stones and cider, covered with cactusesth Ption, had formed only one hole; but and other Succulent pants. With Pompeithat eruption had formed a new crater and I was not disappofnted; the sigt was farthrown up a ridge between it and the old in excess of iy expectations; one-third ofOhe. Along this ridge we walked as far as the whole city wx beiore me, minus the
the guide would allow us, and though the roofs of the houses. Here was a frum
bottom of neither craters could be seen, surrouded with large pillars and nobleYet a goo vnew of the wlole was btained. mansions, and a theatre whose wornOr wbout one-a the waydown the cra- steps shewed theatres to have been as much
ter was comPosed of cinders like the out- frequented then as now. Very near was a
ded nut mnuch steeer, and completely fine, long, well paved street, with deep ruts

dyel many places with ail the colors worn in the stone, and the stepping stonesochr andCould gie, principally yellow laid across the street in various places to
Ocre atd deep dark red; below, the rocks cross on in wet weather. On either side
deeed to descend in precipices sheer down were handsome private houses paved with
cto the bowels of the earth, where away mosaic of various devices, and furnished
dowan we coud occasionaîy lhear, in pewh marble fountains, statuary and house-

an tones, the bofling of lava-a noise hold gods; the walls beautifully painted,


