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sorporation of Limerick waited upon Dr. Butler,
.Catholic Bishop 6a Sanday, Aoguet 1, and presestad
pim with an addreas of cougratalation upon his re-
surn from Londoo, snd expressing the gratefa! sense
of tbe evidence which the popular prelate gave before
o o'mmittee of the Eonse of Gommous * in vindication
of the Oathelic clergy and lsity from the uciost im-
putations songht to be cast apon them’ The Bighop,
in reply. SpoEe in the following terms: * That b ttle,
whieh side by side with your clergy, you fought and
won &t the Isat election, hag, within the tast few days,
peen followed and crowped by the full vic'ory of the
cauge you upheld ; nuder the auspices of the greatest
gtatesmen of socient or modern times. religions
equslity is establisbed and sectsrian ascenixncy
overthrown for ever. I rejoice with you 1hat the
Qatholic laity have borne so conipicucus and honoar-
able s part in achieviog this great measure. We muat
all rejoice, atthe triumph of right over wrong, of
igstice over injaatica but our trinmph is unmized
with any uvogenarous feeling towsard thoge who bave
been varquigied. They sre our neighbors aod our
brethren, and we would not unopecesgarily wound
Jtpeir feelings or burt a bair of their nends ~ Our joy
is not \hat they have losy, but that ourselves have
won ; not that they have been cast down from an un-
fair ascendanoy, but that we bave been lifted up from
zoder their feet and placed ou a level with ihem
pefore the face of tha empire. Let us bope that the
Qatholic and Protearant people of thia country, now
that the wall of sepnration which kept them ssunder
for centusies ie leveiled, will uunite in } ~oourable and
loviog brotberbond, 10 work out, hard in band, the
regeneration of our enuntry. Why sheuld we net?
We are all the children of Ireland. Wy ehould we
not join haode to raive ber up and nourish her, aod
wipe the atains of jong cuflerings from her fair face.
and tey to array ber agaiu in that morel and materil
beauty that onc: wae hers ? Letus pray for this
bleszed couentomation, and let us take cire 10 prove
to the world by our condact th:t if Irishmen wi ] not
anite a3 brothers for the wealth of their couuntry, the
fault does oot lie with the Catholics.’

Rerie1ous Equaniry; THEORY AND Fmr,'-—- Same

" time ago our daily Liberal contemporaries very
praiseworthi)y drew atiention to the oppreasive raal-
wties of ¢ Protestant Aacendancy' in Donegal and
oiher distant counties, wherein it was found that the
entire administration of civil affsira—the magistracy,
tbe county officers, &c.—were mouopolized by As-
seudsncy followers, to the exclugion c.f begter man
guilty ooly of professiag the Catbolic faite! Io
making those exposures, it seemed to be t-.}:en for
granted that gach glaring instances of _auuquted
oppressien covld be fonnd only in conaties fer re-
moved. a8 it might bs said, from the operation of
public opinion. Tt very evidemly never entered ioto
the ming of any one that such a atate of things could
exist in this year of Grace 1889~fu11y forty years
after  Catholic Emancipation—here ia the metropo.
litag City and County of Dublio 1 We are indebtid
1o our valued friend Alderman Plunkett for the fol-

lowing :—-
To the Editor of the Nation.

My Denr Sir—The other day we wera shocked at
the revelation of Ascendancy in Donegal. Please
look at the followiog :—

City of Dablia,
Since 1841, out of 28 Steriffs, 4 Oatholics !

20 Deputy-Lieutenants~16 Protestants,
4 Oatholical

57 Magistrates; only 17 Catholice~5
bad pagsed the chair; 8o that the
figures stood 12 Catholics to 40
Protestants, not reckoning the ex-
Lord Mayors.

County Dablin.

23 Deputy-Lieutensots ; only 4 Catho-
lics; 3 of the four balozged to
what we may call the Nobility
class, and go could mot well be
paesed over. .

187 Maglotrates ; only 27 Qatholics ; 9
of thege ex cfficio or nobility; 160
s0 18, deducticg pobility and ex-
officio,

Thug stnod facts and figures on the compilation of
Thom’s Official Directory for 1869. A few changes
since—balf-a dozen magistrates. If the Government
are in real earnest and mean to give us Religions
Yquality vot only in theory bat in fact, Thoxm’s
pext publication ought to shew a d.fferent state of
things. — Yours ever sincerely,
Jauzs PLoassrr.
We think it would not be easy to put this contrast
more forcibly than it is put by oar patriotic friend in
the above communication. Surely here in & glaring
and scandalous state of things, the continned exist-
ence of which will render the phrase fReligious
Equality’ a bitter mockery and a persicious delugion |
In the City apd County of Dublin there can be no
pretence that Oatholic gestlemen pf public worth
and 8ocial pogition, of education, ability, and fortae,
cannot be named by the score who are emivently
quslified for the positions from which they are ex-
cluded ; while amongst the Ascendancy Garrison—
(since such thoy are, in plain reahty)—the! c-_ﬁ'ecuve
strength of which the above ratarn exhibite, one
could easily name as many who are destitate of any
qua'ification pave whatever may be coutained in the
profesaion of their peculiar political and religious
treed,— Dublio Nation. :

Frroes LigrELaTioN PoR JRELAWD. — It ig almost
1mpossible to exaggerate the importanca of the pre-
sent crigis in the aifairs of Ireland. The passing of
the Bill dinestatlishiog and partly direndowing the
Irisb Ohureh has raised hopes in the minds of those
who were not inclined to look to Weatminater for
remedial legislation. while it bas strengthened the
cenfidence of those who believed in the promises of
Eoglish ptategmen. On the whole, it bag had the
effect of inducing the great body of the peopTe of
Ireland to consent for once tn give a fair trial 1o the
Government of the day; end while we would not
887 that the vast majority of omr countrymen have
jmplicit confidence either ia the good will or in the
power of sl the membera of the Governmentto
carry out in ilg integrity the rew policy of ‘govern.
iog Ireland according to Irisb iGens,’ we do eay thas
\beir expeetations have been raised very higo, not
by the words that bave been spoken, but rather by
the nct that hae been already performed. But from
this very fact avises the serious and importsnt con-
sideration to which we wish to allude, If the Gov-
eroment have entered en their course without a de-
termination to go on to the end-—if they have af.
fered the Irigsh Olacck Bill only as s sop to the pre-
vailiog discontent, and do ot intend to follow it up
by a thoroughly satisfactory Laod Bill—if, in fine,
they bave proceeded so far with & desire to grant
0aly what the mement may ccmpel, and have thas
raised expectations which are destined never to be
fulfilled ; thep, indeed, we must gay that they have
acted rashly and wickedly, and have rendered the
868 of Iraland rather worse than it wus before, If
indeed, the policy of the Goveroment be thus dis-
Fnast'and hollow, they bave merely attemp ed to
sith the torrent, which will flow with a volume and
8 velotity greater then before, because of the ob-
atruction it will have met with. Now. we ourselves
8re muech jnclioed to believe that if they were once
1horoughly convinced of the necessity, the injcstice,
and the expediency of legislating acoordisg to the
views of the msjority of the Irish people, they would,
if they could, attempt honestly to do so.. We can-
not 8ay that it was simply through-fear that Mr.
Gladatone set to work to disestablish the Irsh
Oburch, If there were in his place a less honest
Ao, or yue determised to keep this dountry in &
State of religious and social persecution, we bave
Do doubt that he would have disregarded =l tbe
5igos of the times, and would have given no con-
tderation at a1l to the affairs of Ireland. We, therc-

sﬁi:uubr ra8 OArHOLIC Branop or Liusriox.—The {.fore, cannot euppose that Mr; Gladstone will de.

clina to deal with the Irish Liand question in & satis-
factory manucr. And this is the great question for
Irsland. We are ocly sreaking the unanimous seoge
of the Uatholic clergy apd laity, and of a large num-
ber of the Protestants, when we say that ~hey would
willingly see a woliitude of other gnestinns post-
poned for a time, if ooly the preseot Pnrliament
would achiave o jnat sattlemant of ibis, Before the
discugsion of this qnestion is even approached, the
conérqneocea of not settling it effectually must he
coosidered ; in fact, the gravity of the present orisis,
ag we have endeavored to explain it, manst be tho
routhly appreciated It muat baremembered in the
first place, that dieaffection hes vital force in Ireland
not merely becausa it ie propagated from Awerica,
but beeanse the minds of ths people have been in a
atate of deepair ¢f any good comiog fiom the Eag-
iish Parliameat, and are, iz fact, jnst in the state in
which it i8 mnst easy to excite them to d-aperate en-
terpriges  No half-meaeuree, tben, will dn. It will
be pecessary that ir the sertlement cf 1he Land
qnasion, rertain principles by admitted aron whick
aionn a gatisfactory mergure can be framed. Abrre
ull, the principle with regard to 1| nd which the
Irish landlards are 8o much in the hibit of enunciat-
ing de just— thst ‘every man can and onght to he
allowed to do ag he likes with his own’—must be
abandoned and thrown aside as untearb's and im. !
maral; and that other, ‘tie eoil halones to the
whole peaple und unot to a few alone! must be sub-
gtitnted for it, Let Mr. Gladstone frame b3 mensure
gpan this prinriple, and bis measure will be just and
fquitable, and he will have the Irish people ®iik
him ; let him weigh well all tha coosiderations in-
volved iz the quesiion snd we doubt not that thia
ia tho principle he will fiad himself compelied to
udopt ~ Dublin Nation.

OpcamizaTioN ¢F 1B® [pisE CnurcE.—The resolu
tinos adopted by tbe archbishors aod bisbops at their
late meetring will require grave consideration 28 to
their working out, lest the discretion of the clergs
or the pntiecce of the laity should be overtaxed The
first resolution declares it to be ¢ the unanimous opn-
ion of the archbishops and bishops that a genera!l
eynod shoald, a8 pramptly as possible, be aszembled,
iz which the clergy and laity should be fully and
eqnally represented,’ The second resclntion appears
to provide very indifferently, or rather not at ail, for
the prompt action declared in the first resolntion to
be pecessary ; for the second resolution provides only
for reform of clerical repregsentation, aod takes no
gtep, aad provides no basis for creating a lay represen-
tation. We geem, therefore, g fer as ever from
having ‘a3 promptly as possible’ *a gene>.l synod
in which the clergy and laity sbould be fully and
eqeally represented.’ The orly step previded for in
thege regolutions — the refurm of clerical representation
—~may prove tedione, sod has, perhaps, jess founda-
tion than is supposed. The assembling of * Convo-.
cation ' ag it existed uoder the Stuart kiogs bas bvea
advocated, ae being the body which hns given the
sanction of the Irish Qhurch to the Prayer-book and
the Articles ani as aloae baving powerto repeal any
Cacon of ;634. The Prayer-book, we believe, bas in
Ireland & much longer existence than the StukrtCon-
vecalidn; and geoeral acceptance by the Church ie,
perbapse, a bigher Church sanction than any recently-
imported formality could give But it baving been
shown in our columns that previous ‘o the lat of
Janusry, 1871, Convocation cancot meet in Ireland
withont the Queen’s writ and that method has been
abandoned, and the archbisbops and bishops are of
opinion ' that inasmnch ag the existing representa.
tions of the clergy in thdir provincial eynods ia
imperfect, it i3 desicable for the carrying out of the
foregoing resélation (i, ¢, for full and equal represen-
tation of clergy and laity) that these synods be
convened tp consider the changes which would be
necessary to adapt their repregentation to the present
circamstances of the Obarch, * These synods,’ being
called *provincial,’ mean ane clerical synod at
Armagh and another in Dublin, Their acknowledged
imperfection hardly makes it desirable to convene
them for such a weighty work. Batthat impetfecticn
i, perbaps, only half seen. There i9 a nominal re-
presestation of the clevgv in the province of Dablio.
There i3 nothing of the kind in the province of
Armagh. The archbishop and the the bishop of ttat
province must take on themselves the task nf creat-
iag an ‘imperfect’ representation of the clergy of
that province, in order that what 13 80 creatad may
be reformed, g0 ag to pravide a proper representation
of both clergy and laity. We do not write for the
parpose of exciting jealousies, but only to guare
against dangers which are but too apparent  The
clergy and tbe iaity are bound up togetber in one
Oburch. Tbey must gtand or full together. They are
distinet clagses. Thae clergy caupot crenfs a re-
preaentation of the laity, and the laity cannot accept
it. The position of bishops is wholly diferent ; they
are bishops not of the elergy only, but of the Church;
they bave the samo relation to the laity which they
bave 10 the clergy. Lot them asgest thiz position as
they did in March and April last, and their lead will
ba followed sg it then wes. Episcopscy is on its
trial io Ireland now Let the srchbishons eall upon
the laity to organize their representation, ag they
bava called on the clergy to smend theirs; and let
the general aynod of clergy and laity be assembled
“as promptly as possible ' In this course we may
hope that digcretion and smutual confidence may ever
vet laad us to tke united action by which alone the
futnre of the Qhurch of Ireland can be secured.—
Dublin Eveniog Mail, Aog. T

Trr Sus-SHeRiFF o Loura's Paruises Szarcazp
ror ARy3.—Tha week before last a very extraordi
nary eveat took place at Seafield, parish of Togher.
ia this county, which has cauged a great deal of gur-
prise in the teighbourbood. The great bulk of the
peop'e do not know what to make of it, or what was
ita objict. We bave been informed that on & cartain,
day the police belongiog t» Dunleer, Clovmore, and
Ciogber Head marched from their respective bar-
racks to the fsrm of Mr. Busten Brabezon, Sub-Sher-
iff of Loath, and that they were under the commard
of Sub-Inspector Icwin, Mr. Brabezon does not live
on the farm, bet the honze is occupied by Mr. Oal
laghan, & caretaker, and bis wife and daughter. The
police baving arrived, Mr. Callaghsn was informed
that they wished to search the honse, and he inguir-
ed what they were in gesrch of, bat they wonld not
inform him. He remarked that it was a strange
proceeding : but the polize cared little for bia opin«
ioo, and proceeded with the search. They com-
menced a: the bottom and searched a1l ths rooms to
the top of the house. Beds were disturbed and torn-
ed npside down, in order that the Royals might, if
poasible, discovar what they were in search of.
Presses, cupboards, and in fact every nook explored,
and ecory place where anything could be mtowed a-
way carely examined. The offices were next visited
and mangers, racks, bins, and lofts nuderwent exam-
ination. The police next proceeded to the haggard
and turned up evergthing that might comceal the
treagure thay pought. A stack of oats challenged
their atteation, and it wag thought they wonld tike
it agonder, but they decided on sosrisg themselves
the trouble. They were resolved, however not t de-
part withoat opereting upon it, aed e0 they stabbed
it with their bayoneta, doing no harm except to the
ratg and mice, if there were any of thegs vermio at
home darirg the operation. And tten, without fiad-
ing what they were in pursuit of}

“Mrc Irwin and his men, .
Marehed up the hill, and thea marched down agein”

We may well ask what waa the meaning of all this
gearching at Mr. Brabuzon's farm ? We aretold that
the police wernt there to look for firearms, They
musat have had 'a warract, and thet warrant could
not have been obtained except on the aworn informa
tion of some informer. Who, wo aek, was thiz pre
cions person if indeed there was anyone foolish or
wicked enough to give euch iaformation? Did the
police, then, go to their work without a warrant;

and if 40, who crdered them 7 These questions must

be apswered, because such an extraordinary proceed-
iog canvot be passed over without explanation, We
ask the clergy and people of the parish of Togher
will they permit th's matter to page withoutdemand-
ing the cauge of guch a visit to the farm of the Sub

Sberiff of Lonth? If they remala sileat!, perbaps
worse may beppen tkemselveg 1t is koowa that jo
other timea tbe bouses of men in this county ware
visited by the unthorities, nad that papers of great
value were catried off soch ag bonds for money lent,
promissory notes and leases, whieh were never re-
turoed. This matter, then shounld not be permitted
to drop quietly. Parliament haa decn protogued eo
that the @ vernment oaunot be gaestioned there at
presept ; but & memotial ebould be sent to the Lord
Lieutenact nu the sotject. If the matteris nottaken
nottce of av once, there 18 no koowing wWhat may be
done i other districts of the parigh. Itisaltogether
n serioug sff1ir, and the gooner the priests and people
of Togher grapple with it the better for themsalves
and all otter part of the couniry.—Dagdalk Dame-
crat.

ARREET oF A Soprosep FENiAN—A telegram was
receiv-d io Baifust & day or two ago by the police
authorities, from the deteclive dvpartment in Liver-
pool, stiting that thera wiB s pasgenger irom dmerica
on board the Liverpool gteamer bouud for Belfagt, wha
bad firearms in bia passeesion. Constables attended
the arrival of the Maguetic at Donegal-quay, snd,
from the description which they received, arrestod a
respec’able-looking middlr-aped man, named J«mes
Beattie, and took him to the police-office Mr Banttie,
who is 8 achoolmaster by profassion, came from
Oapada, where he had been for the tast five years,
and was boond for Cookstown, to which place he
beiorged His luegape waa takem tothe paolice.
office and searched, and in one of the trunk: wus
found a gun, & siz-barrelled revolver, and somo am-
munitios, The arms were of a very old fashioned
description, and one or two of the chambers of ihe
revolver were loaded. A great many documents
were found ia his posseasion, but pothing was dis-
covered iu any way to connect him with sn iliegal
scciety. The documenta comprised letters of recom-
mendation, character, &¢ Mr. Beattie in 1848 beld
the position of secretary to the Relief Committes in
Ireland. He atated that the gan end revoiver fovnd
in his truck were put there fiva years ago, when ke
emigrated from Ireland, sod that ba did not remem-
ber baving them in Lis handa gince that time. He had
100 sovereigos in his possessioo ; and the police being
gaticfied that he was in no way identifiad with Fe-
nianism, or apy otier illegal society, allowed bim out
on his depositing the maney for his-appearance at
the police-court to answer the charge of having arms
in biz possession 10 a procl.imed district without
licepes. Mr. Beattie was considerably surprised at
the reception which he received on inakiog his re.
appearaace on his native soii.

GREAT BRITAIN.

Soura-Ursr —It apsears that there are nearly 5,000
pative Oatbolies in tbe island of South-Uist on the
western cosst of Scotland. Several of the churches
have failen into decay. the people are very poor, and
the Rev. W. M¢Donell, the priest in charge of the
Misgion, is compelled to start on a begging tour, in
order to raige funds to rebuild oce of the churches,

The Echo, 8 London evening paper aontring the
following on tho subject of the Cracow Nun :— Morn,
voon, acd night, the Protestants of this country are
ever on the alert to discover the failings of their
Qatholic fellow-gubjects, The most frightful erimes
occur all over the world ; here, in Eagland, an in.
fint ia mardered every day : the papera teem with
the disgusting revelstions .of the Divorce Court;—
yot all these are ag nothiog compared to a cosvent
acandal Look at the Baurin cage, and see what tre-
merdnous sensation it caused ; yot, after all, what
were the revelations? ‘! Kissing the ground,” and a
't Juster on the head,” which were, no doubt, very
eilly forms of penances. But it wounld be remember-
ed that thinge quite a8 8illy are written ia the Bible.
The royal Prophet with ashes on his head locked
every bit as riliculous as Savrin with the doater., As
for ¢ kissing the ground,” at the battle of Agincourt,
Henry of Bngland, wits all his nobles. dismonuted,
and going down npon hia knees, thres times kissed
the groungd as a token of their humiliation before the
* Lord of Battles” i~

«Qure Kinp kuelyd doune all in that stounde
And a!l the Eoglys wmea on eche syde
Aud thryys there thay kyssed the gromnd,”

Lydgate tella us 80 in his verses, given by Nicolas in
tia 'V Battle of Agincourt” (p 321), We are now in

formed of an awful corvent case which has oceurred
in Cracow, but which is no doubt greatly exagrerat.
ed. Soms time ago we wers told of a terrible con-
vent gcandal in Belgium which sfterwards toraed
ont a false rep-rt. We eball soon know tbe foll
particalars of the Cracow cnee.  Bhou'd it prove to
be true. the most that ¢an be said iy that the anpe

rioress is a diegrace to her religion, and ra one will
rejoice more thac Oatholics to see ber severely pun-
iahed by both the ecclesiastical and civil laws. Bat
Oatholics will not fail to remember that this con-
vent case cap o more injure conventual life than tbe
scanda’ous revelations of a divorve case do the pari-
ty and sanctity of married life 1n general,

THR ANTL CONVENT MANIA.
(From the Spectalor.}

Wa do not know a peculiarity in the British cha
racter which is more puzzling or unaccountable thaa
its persatent malignity nbont nuonerice. We ean
poderstand an Itslian being rather hitter about
them, for he bas been fighting the priesta all bis
lifs, apd he regarda the tonvent of both gexes as their
strongholds, and he has been for centuties compatled
to trust hia chi'dren 10 their care; or & Frenchmap,
for he thinks woman's business js to ¢charm meu, and
feels a vow of celibacy as in gome soct an insult to
hia own powers of sttraction ; or ever a German of
the South, for ke has fuffered from nuns. They
reigned under the Corcordat in Austrisn hospitals,
aod worse purses. more especially for women in
childbirth, i¢ would not be poasible to fied. Bat
Englishmen bave never been oppresged by nuns,
snd are not especially bostile to old maids,
and a8 & race are not by spy means mor-
vidly prurient, and though hostile t» the
Papacy, thivk po particular evil of ordioary
Ustholics, yet their view of bupperies is cer
tainly more malignant than that of awvy Couti-
pental people ‘1bey will believe anything aboot
nuns, the more uanlikely the charge i3, the more
eagerly do they se'ze upon it. The nolien that most
puns are very ordioary old maids, who golace ex-
tremely empty lives by performiog religions cere
mopies with great exactness, who eing pealmn, and
recite aves, and worship the coanfessor, just as Pro
tes'ant old maids go to church, aud teach clasger,
and worship tbe clergyman, eeems sbeolctely incom-
prehensible to their minda. Qatholic pries's may be

.good men, possibly, though the mnass of RKoglishmen

pever believe in theicr vow of continecee, and con-
gider the ‘priests niece' av ine'ituticn to be found
in every Continental parish; and monks ere not
gpacinlly bated except for their dresa; but about
nuar, Eaglishmen, for the moat part, are jmplacable,
They are all of them bad, excapt the Sisters of Meruy,
who are ususlly excepted from condemartion,and who
sre pood by an accident partaking of the nature of a
miracle. All nuns are presumptively wicked, and
every nuonory is an ivatitalion more or lees of & tor-
tare.chamber, a brothel, and & medhouse—that,
bratally expreszed, is the immovablesBritish Faith.
So intense 18 the belief, that ordinary Philistinism
gives way before it, and the most prudish of races
circalates and bays and approves of tracts wbich, if
they were directed sgainst 1be Haymarket inatead of
the nuoneries, be would prosecute. Decent people,
God.fearing people in their - way, actually snbacribe
to ;publish thinge for merely coffering whiek they

wounld, in any other circomastances, punch the seller’a
bead. As far as we can meke it out, there fs a po-
gitive wish to believe evil of nuuperiee, The peaple
nre delighted with this Oracow scandal, so delighted
that if the Archbishop of Csaterbury, or the Times,
or Mr. (ladstone, or anyhody they are aceustomed
to credif, were to say, what i3 probably the fact, that
tha aara wae o ordinary oos of britial crueity to a
monowatiac—a kind of case which was the com
monest of cruelties in Bogland fifty years age—he
would be eet down as so i1l meaning fvel, who did
not uoderstand punperies, and had not the proger
detestation of tkem. A man like W, Newdegate, for
Btance, & anunty mrmbher of the beat kind, a man in
msany ways of decided sbility and with a charncter
which raises the eredit of 1be houss~a mare upright
or disintereated pergoa ;robably gever lived —is qaite
capable of going into » wild ruge with anybedy who
discredited the story of Barbara Ubrsk, of founding
a motion on it, of mskicg a speech nbaut it, in which
he wou'd sbow that the Cracow cuvnery waa the
idea! of nunneries, and that they were spreading in
Ecgand faster than Trades’ Unions. Indeed, ac-
otber county member, Sir Robert Anstruther, ie
goiog to found a wotico upon it. He has wiven
notice that be shall pext sesrion bring ip a regsolation
demanding tbe fospection of nunneries, the cooerete
form which English dislike of such retrents vsually
t+kes. Wa are by no means sure that, unless gav-
ernment interferes prett) skarply, be will roi carry
his motion, for it iz gnite cortain that if it were sub-
mitted to n plebiscite of the whole peaple, it would
be carried by a mnjority of millions, The good fo ke,
‘0 do them justice, are not prepared to prohibit nue-
neries altogether. To do that wou'd be 10 intorfere
with reiigious libeity, and the one question ou which
the average Eoglishman prefers abstract principle to
concrets expediency is religious liberty. Ha is not
quite sure wheiber he would put down the Mormons,
thinking it more cerrect, on the whole fo pelt Mor-
mnn devotees, leat they should be a precedent ee-
tablished for putting down somebody else with a
more popular creed  Bat iospeetion ! —that §5 a
compromige of which he cordially approves It
would not be exactly an oppreasion, but would be
an izsult, would precisely embody bis own susni-
ciousness of nuag, aud their works, and their ways,
withnut inflictiog bodily pain or enforciog any pat-nt
restriction upon religious freedom. Why, if every-
thing ia all right, be tbinks, sbould the Catholics
objac? to ingpection, aa the Telegraph puts it, by an
eagy going, courteous old gsntleman, who wonld
prabably see as litle as he could help, and never
wiok at anybody in & veil or without one? Where
ig the oppression? The oppression is in the maotive.
No parest would object, though the schoo'mistress
wight to tke inspection of his daughter’a school
with the view of ascertaining the extent of the girly’
proficiency on the pirao; bat supnose it were an-
gounced in Parlinment and in every newspaper that
1he object was not thar, bat to ascertain if the Young
ladies were in the hubit of havieg illicit babieg or tor-
taring oue another, what sort of remonstrance ghoun'd
we have then ? Members would be torn to pieces in
the lobby, and the prees would groan under indig-
naot letters from half the mothers ia the kiopiom,
whila the whole coun'ry would 2o into & conspiracy
to defeat the jaw It i3 very difficult (o annlykae the
exnct menning of B epite which hne lasted cenruries,
and bag its root in bistorr, particu'arly when that
spite ig varnished aver with religious phirases, but we
believe that the presect generation desire an inspec-
tion of puaseries, to speak with needful plainnegs,
because they imagine that the nuge do not always
observe their vow cf chastity—that ia always the
cbarge in the hbele—and becamse they think nuns
may be forcibly confioed The first charpe is anexact
meagare of the unrevgonableness of the whole cry.
Suppose it absolutely true to any degree dirty imagina-
tione can invent,And what argument iatbat for inapect-
ing nunneries any more than private hanges 7 Why
should nung be specinlly prevented by the State from
going wrong when those who are not nuns are not
prevented ? Sioce when hae unchastity in the un.
married hecn declared a legal offence, or where iaths
law for inspecting Bssex cottages hecnuso illegal
babieg are very often found there? We beg pardon
of cur fellow-countrymen tor using suck an argon-
ment, but it ig really time to grapple fairly with the
attack, and not nibble at it. A8 8 matirr of fact, we
believe the suspicion to be In England absolutely
baselesg ag a gimilar suspicion about any other gronp
of respectable, parrow-mindad spinatera of matura
age, and to originate in an absolutely diffarent statn
of things oceasicnally revesled in Itrly and Spain. Of
coarse in countrite where girls take the veil at pix
teen, where they ave oot in reality free agents, the
convent being, in fuct, & gentes] mode of disposing
of them, and where the vows ars sopported by law
aud opinioa, there will be ocearsional scandals every
now and then in gic'a schools and private honge-
holds. Where nung are cbhogen so to spesak, by lat,
there will be bad nuna and good puns  The tenden-
cy of convent live, with ita minate espionage ecarried
ou by the aged or middle-aged, with its severs rules
ard incessnnt references to divine spproval and ven
geance ia ot towards such scandals, but rather to-
wards smail bagenessea and harinessed of beart,
but still no doubt scandals may ocour. Bat in Eng-
land, where a convent is not a provisino, whera no
girl need take the veil if she does not like, and whare
avery nua is nbsolutely free by law to call the
pearg3t cab and po prek an engagement a3 baliet
d1ncer if sbe pleases, the chanca of such o seandal ip
very remote, quite a3 remote 88 in Any girly’ school
with a handaome magter to tench singing or gym-
nastics. With all Protestant England for detsctiveg
there bas ot been A good case of this kicd estab-
lighed against the nong; and if there had been what
would it bave prcved? Thata womaz in a convent
can be frail, like s woman out of a convont, an as-
gertion certafuly nvot strange enough or horrible
eoough to be the ground of & special law which no
noaeibility could prevest such frailty in the slighteg:
degrea. But runs may bo ‘incarcerated’ —that ig,
we believe, the regular phrase—without anvbody
knowisg? Why may they, any more than in schools
or private bouseg 7 Of course, it i8 posaible in all of
tbem—we have bad astonnding instances of such
things in strictly Protestant bouseholds~ bat why is
it exceptionally possible in nunveriea? Engliah
coavents are reither palaceg, like thnge of Awvarria,
nor litile eities, Jike those of Balgium, por even
houses walled in by public eentiment, like 1be con
vents of Ireland. O+ the contrary, they are private
houses, ia frrquented places, watcbed by a boatile
pabalation with a pever-dying wish to discever
something wrong, apd dariving &Il gupplies from
Protestant butlchers, bakers, gresngrocers, and can«
dlemakers, How in the world is & nna to be locked
op in such nlaces agningt her will, £o locked op that
she can peither gat out, nor gsnd & letter, nor
scream ? There i3 o nunnery in sight a8 we write,
the most #uspicious nanpery in London with bigh
walls, big gates, large gatlen, and air-of utlersacla-
gfon; but we venture to gay that if nny yourg won
man in the boure witl; decent lungs took it into her
bead to scream for thirty seconds, it would takea
regiment of the Guards to protect the place from the
people. North Lozdon wonld be surging ronnd the
building in five minutes, and in a temper to shed
blood. To gay that the puns bave uo power of im-
prisonment not noggeszed by any other group of re-
spectable spinaters, say, for examole, the ladies man-
aging ap orphanage, iz to say nothing. They have
{ofinitely lese, for \hey live amid a population which
only needs a hiat to believe them guilty of all the
erimes under the san, to Gud any amoury of money
for prosecations, to et every detective engine In full
hunt for corroborative testimony. The poor women
would not have & chanca with the jary. nnless some
of the fathers of tbe children they teach go weil sat

‘on it; and ae for evidence, it would not be wanting

{f the chargs were witcheraft. The notion of houses 8o |
situated Inhebited by persors so unpopular, and

physically so powerless, being used as prisoas ja
absurd, nad but for the English hatred of nunnerira

would ba seen to be absaard without d

ifthey were not filled with Br gliahwou:zﬁ?e%%? :al::n
i partioular., the mot atiff-necked, lawyer.ljks of ;5'[
buman bejogs, with a positive abborrence of croelt
should be oonsidered likely to change their whoive:
ustures becauee they are Oatholies and devoted to
re'igious duties, should ba helieead Zililng 4o gvbmit
ta opEtessiou, atd torture, and confinement i3, we
oonfede, a superatition beyoad our power of a:nl}sia
All we can aay ig, that if it were ao, English Abbasses.
or Saperintendents, or Motbers, or whatever \hey'
mny be called, would have much easisr lives,

The brillinoey and power of the sun for the past
wqo)_: hag been highly favorable to the erops in the
British lales, and o large barvest is now certain,—
Nowbere jn-Burope has thera been auch afalling (&
ia the price of cercals as in Eogland, and unless
greater encouragement ig given it will be found thag
forelgn fmports wll be on » much swaller seals
after the cubsidence of the effecta of the late rise,

Our ab’e contemporary the Sun, in its article on
the Seasion, eaye with regard to the Mipistry and the
L?nd Questien ia [reland—The work of conciliation
atill remaios to be cempleted by the legislation uf
next geggion. There iz atill the land problem to be
solved. 1tis, if anything, more difficult shan the
Ghorek question. The Copservative party snd the
Times, wh'eh has been crquetiing with the party
throughout the gession, endeavored to force the heuod
of the Minia'ry, and to compel them to eay this sear
what they intended 10 do pext year with this great
question. But the attempt failed, ns the concurrent
endowment ackeme failed & few weeks Iater, and the
way g1ands clear for a Ministrr, steyng in tke suocess
w_hxch_they bave slrandy obtsined, to march to other
victories.

Qur {riende, the Orangrmen of Livernoo!, beld &
highly smusicg meeting some evenings back jn Birke
enbead. The gatbering was presided over by Brother
Harper, who, if [ mistake not, s the cclebrated go-
crotary of tke Protagtant Alliance, An immenge gun
with & very terrible bore. Tbe proceedivga were
opened by reading a chapter from the ook of Kings,
aed closed with su oration delivered with immenss
effact by Brother Jobson, DBrothor Jobaon gnid a
great mapy bard things of the Quesn, whom ha
boldly accused of haviog violated ber oath, 'We
owe her and har eldest gon,’ gaid he, ¢uo allagiancs
for the future, and we ghall never drink their henlths !
Brother Harper was oot Jegs emphatio  He declared
that henceforih the secioly would he simply religious,
pot political ; and that sinco the Queen and tho
Princo of Wales hal cigned that raseally roblery
bill, he would not ask them to drink their healths,
but te toast ihat of the Duke of Edinburgh  So you
gee there are signs of sn awakening in the Anglo=
Hibernian Oranpe mind. What thev mey lead to
only Dr. Comming can forsgee. - Cor of Dublin Irish-
man.

Nexr Sewsion. ~The Homo Secretary, in reply to
8ir Roundell Palmer’s enquiry of the 6th instant,
stated that o measuro will certpinly ba brought
forward by the Government next Session to mest the
changein tho law of marringe aeceganrily created in
Treland by the Aot of Diseetablishment, Ho ad-
mitted thut it wonld ba desirnble 1o take advantape
of the snme opportuniry to gettle the marriage quos-
tion in England and Scotlard also, but ha decrared
that no absolute promise conld he given on the sub.
ject, partly because the Ministers had not had time
to decide upan the exact liue ta take in the matter,
and still more becaoge they sra already p'edged 1o
bring fn nn [rish Land Bill and a Bill on the suhject
of Rducsatior, besides aeveral miner matters, such as
the discuasion of international Iaw fa resnect to ex.
sradition and foreign naturalizalion ~~London Tatlet.

GrowTH OF [KFIDELITY I8 Eraranp.~Whence, [
«would ask, bng come that almo3t ganeral attack —not
on the Church, but on all religion, snd all religious
profession—680 common now in Toglish scciety ?
Whr is belief regarded a3 the badge of an inferior
iotelligence, and the espril forls of the war'd slone
counted amongst those who proclaim a ho'd infidel-
ity ? Tkero were days whan the original talker—
tne man who illastrated bia opinions hy happy im-
sgery or apropos snecdote—bad hia fair share of so-
cinl succeer, and who never, 10 he intereBtiog, was
driven to be impious. Now a new school ban grown up
urqieationably able, and often witty whe trade for
the mogt part on the amount of shouk they ¢an im-
part to gociety by the rnde enconnter they give to
what mnat of us were want to believe ag true, and by
the amount of ridicnle they enn beatow on Seriotural
incongruity. — Jornelius O'Dowd in Blackwood —
{Toe question put by 1he weiter in Blackwood is easy
to anawer. [nfidelity in England {s tha leguimate
derelopment of Protestantiam in England.]

UNITED STATES.

Au ambitious fcllow in Connect'cut appeals over
his own signatare, ¢ Too the michanies and labur.
inge men of my cativa town. I will repriziot yeu in
the S:ait assemblee irrespectif of pollytics, relijion or
eddiciehnn.

The law-abiding chacacter of the people of Qhicas
go wag nicely illustrated the other day. A woman
asganlted ber husband, pulled his balr, slapped his
face, and otherwise nbused him, bot the husband wag
under bondas to keep the peace nnd did not retali.
ate.

Two boys in jail in Ohieago for burglary have
manaped 1o escane through very small sp-rtures by
coveriog themgelves all over with soft soap.

A maa was sot upon in Qicelnnati by balf a dezen
ruffane the other dny and beaten about the head
with cluba untilbe died. Tbe jury of inquest return.
ed a vacdict of “‘ death by compression of the brain
from excitement brough' on by alwercation,” etc,

Cuoatovus “osny 1 4 New Onnzans Covrr.—¥any
personr attending the gessiona of the Recorder's Court
in thia city have been edified by tbe pecaliar aoclemn-
ity with which caths are adminiatered, and the awe
with which they are generally tuken It go bappened
that Wednesday morning an usgainly Jooking speei-
mwen of the rrcently enlranchised made bis appearance
before one of these tribunuis in the capacity ofa
witoess. The judge, with an sostority of visape that
atonce creates the impresalon of profound malr.ncholy,
held out the book to the witoess, nnd admizistored
hig golemn adjaratien to epenk the truth. At the
conclusion, of course, it {z expected that the witness
wiil kisg the book. But thiz *' ward of the pation
was upused to criminal proceedings, and entortnined
curious iaas of the manner and propriety of swear-
iog, and atood erect. .

t Why don’t you kissa ¥ demanded the magiatrate.
¢Sar I

¢ Ain’t you goiwg to kisa 7’ waas again inqaired.
tSar ' replied the aetouishod darkey evidently
mutaking the mearing of the Court, and surprised
beyand mesasnse st such au invitation.

¢ Kige, T tell yoo ! thundernd the judge.

' Yeg gar ! yeg sar I’ exclaimed the frightened and -
trembling darkay, nerving Limeelf for tbe contems
plated embracs, avd wittout more ado the long arms
of the 8on of Ham wera soon thrown around the ju-
dicial orek, and before he conld be preventod a steas
torian smack resonnded through the court room,

¢ Qnit you beast—help/ help! shoated the magia-
trats. Buot the darkey enjoyed the Inxory, aod the.
embraca was repewed with unetion, ) -

¢ Take bim offf Teke him of ! eried the Court,
whi'e the loud shout: of the gpec'atora testified their... ..
apprrciation of the fun. At last, howavar, the, of-:;
ficars of ths Oourt interfored, and 1he balf-atvanpled - -
judge was regcued from the-clasp of theliteral wit. .--:
nege. . Ty
U Qatch bim! Pot kim a alil "1l have him haug!” "~
were zome of the infuriated objargations of the court,
g he Jesned b:ck against the wall. b's face flaghed
and his clothes tora from the encounsar. :
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