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treachery. The die 18 cast. Uunturl “your:ban=2. ! E‘E?!’.:.:!h’"‘:_"%.?l‘re;..,f-‘:;ﬂﬁh irved.
ger-api march upon Rome. You.are-éxpected | ~the. small™ bell “wbich., earh
nared uy S those . “coriderued "fo“deall.
here-VaLe? " hour ' ‘had . corge — noge of

“Finally, Tongihaous G-.u;‘rges was di,stl-l‘fbed;;.lﬂ”
Tis sleep by some one koockiog lo

The sub-vespillo wlio weat to open, found a0 un-

koown map who wiskied to see the master im- |

lﬂédialely';.'oﬁ ‘important business. Gurges:cun-|
:Luaror was, visi—

sented to leave -his bed, but 1
ble'; the straoger p

alone : . '
s You sre the Gracd Vestal’s friend?

* Snmewhat, citizen,’ rephied Gurges with im-

pertinent fatmty, ¢ we believe we bave . that
honor.’ .

¢ Well,? said the straoger, ¢

which must be banded to ber.’

And he placed into the Vesmllo’s bands the

letter of Metetlus Celer to Coraelis, which we
have seen Regulus briog to Domitian.

¢ You will iiiform’ the Graod Vestal,’ added-the
unkoowa, ¢ that the Emperor has bad this wring
long enaugh to read jt. The Graad Vestal and
her friends must act in comsequence. .Good
night.’ . » .

Avd the stranger made s exit,

¢ Here 15 a singular aod pot very talkative
citizen,’ thought Gurges. -

“But his smiles vanished when his eyes fell on
the papyrus sheet,and his tace looked graver
tban if be bad been attending a first-class fune
ral, ‘

¢ What,? he exclaimed after pevusing the dae
gerous document, s the Emperor baa read this
letter as I do now? By Veous-Lubitina! the
poor Grand Vestal 1s lost. But this is not all.
Mere 15 if I vaderstand 1t correctly the proof of
a conspiracy in favor of the divine Aurelia’s be-
trothed. And Domitian koows aif this?....
Gurges, Guarges! these great friendships are

"fatal!.... Take care that you do pot get wto
trouble /?
¢ Quidqaid delirant Reges pledantur Achivi !

Upon this somewhat persoral reflection, the
Vespillo fell jnto a profound meditation.

Gurges had slightly boasted wheu he repre-
sented bimselt as the Grand Vestal’s friend. He
had certainly been of great service durimg the
events we have related; but snce Cornelia bad
returned to the Atrium Regium, be had not even
thougbt of crossing the threshold of that asylum
which he looked upon as prohibited to men.

H.is embarrassinent was therefore great. How
was ie to discharge the important commission be
had accepted ? ~He thought of Cecilia, who was
in frequent commumcation with the Grand-
Vestal; but he promptly diccarded the thougtt,
for he did not want to involve the young wowmao
10 the dapgers that might result from s affair.

¢ Tius writing bures my fingers,’ thought Gur-
ges,* I can feel 1t now. It is enough to make a
man spht in four, like the log of the funerals,’

Yet, the Grand Vestal must have this letter
without delay. A bright idea must bave struck
Gurges suddenly, for he cut an exiraordinary
caper, and called aloud to his aids to prepare to
accompany hun.

Four vespillos responded to tbis call, and fol-
lowed Gurges in the dark streets of Rome.

Whitber were they going? We snall know
1t later.

CHAPTER V,—THE SONS OF DAVID.

Domitian, 1t will be remembered, bad made an
appointmeat with Regulus for the seventh bour,
‘When the informer arrived, the crowd of cour
tiers was already pouring mto the [mpernal pa-
lace. The beralds of the Emperor had sum-
moned all the Senators, the four colleges of
Pontifls, the most respected Flamines, the con-
sulars, magistrates, and many other iliustrious
citizens.

Flavius Clemens and his two sobs, the young
Czzsats, Vespasian and Domitianus, had not been
forgotten, The Emperor bad insisted upon their
promsing to attend.

Terror pervaded the groups of courtiers, for
po one koew the object of this convoeation, and
all belonged to the conspiracy or made vows’ for
its success. ‘They feared that the Emperor bav-
ing dtscovered the plot, wished to study their
faces, in the hope tkey would betray the guilt of
ths accomplices, But this made their aitend-
ance stll more imperative, for ther absence
would have been their condemaation. .

Domtian bad chosen for bis levee, a vast gal-
lery supported by ciccular columas of the ficest
marble, with brocze capitals. He was seated

_on a chair of ivory studded with gold and pre
cious stopes. Hirsutus was rolling on a purple
carpet at his master’s feet.

Twenty-four lictors, clad in white tunics, sur-
rounded the raised platform upon which the cu-
rule chair was placed, and whesce Domitian’s
glance could study the whole assemblage. A
cobort of Pretorians with bucklera and naked
swords, formed a line around the columns. Their
bright helmets of burnished braes, and brilliant
lacernas ‘derived additional lustre from the dark
back gronod of the frescoed walls,

" Tbe Emperor had dooued the trivmphal cos—
tume which he always wore when presiding at the
Senate, since his pretended victories over the
. Dacians. This consisted of a tunic of the finest
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white_woolen cloth, with palms embroidered 1n |

gold ; a toga of Tyrian purple oroamented with
gold, and white buskins studded with pearls, A

- rich gold chain of delicate workmaunship thrown

. around his peck, sustawned a small gold ball con-
. taining-a preservative against envy ; a wreath of
wild laural eacircled bis brow ; in his right band
be held a branch of laurel, and in hus left, an
ivory sceptre surmounted by the figure of an
eagle.  On ope of the fingers of {s hand he
wore a plain iron ring, the ancient reward of
warlike virtues ; lis arms were encircled in mi-
litary,bracelets, msigna of valor.. Fusally, a
slave placed behind him,.and almost bending un-
~d _the weight, held over the Emperor’s bead an

.etruscan crown interwoven with oak-leayes .of
precious stones and flame-colored

gold, acorns of
. “bande. . . ,
. But there was not seen around. Domitian any
of the symbols by means of which agcient wis-
dom was wont to remind the triumpher of bis own
weakness ; neither the slave whose duty it wasto
vy to him from time to time: ¢ Remembey that

adly at-bis dgor. |1

aid oo attention to thisy how-.
ever, but asked him abruptly when they. were:

used to “keep- before ‘the: eyes
of 'the_ proud';conqueror: Abes proof of the -
stabilit,of things buman and.the wretchedoess
sichfortune
‘hopored:and powerful. L o

Amidst all ‘tins pompous ‘theatrical .disnlay,
Domititn, pale: and silent, gazed with’ pensive
‘eyea and clouded brow on the throog of cour-
tiers, whose names were proclaimed aloud as
they approached to make therr. obeissance with
bended kuoee, and to take their place, anxious and
trembling, on each side of the throoe. ‘

Three persons entered, who bowed respect-
fully, but without prosirating tbemselves.

'Phe Emperor looked up, surprised,to recog
aize those who had failed to give him this mark
of abject submision. Hia eyes fell on Flavius
Clemens and his tiwvo 5015, tae presamptive beirs
ot the empire. ' s

Domitian reddened, and his eyes flashed ; but
%e restrained bis pasiion, and b fealures re-
sumed their impenetrable mask.

An iwvoluntary shudder, hike the shock of a
galvanic battery, - communicated ttself to the
ernwd of courtiers, already the prey of so much
anxiety. Among the most apxious was$ Vibius
Crispus, who kaew too well the reason for the
offensive reserve, so openly manifested by the
Emperor’s relations. o

But the fears of the courtiers mcreased when
Marcus Regulus mace bis appearance, The m-
former’s demeanor was as insolent towards the
assemblage as it w.s affectedly servile towards
the Emperor. The smile of iateiligence mith
which Domutian greeted the wretch prostrate at
s feet, was full of ormoous meaming. Every
one felt that scmething terrible was about to

bappen.
The E

mperor and the 1dformer _enjoyed toge-

ther the pitiful spectacle of this universal terror.
At last, Domitiac made a swgn that be was

about to speak. All eyes were fixed upon bhum ;-

every ear listened eagerly for the words that

were to relieve the general suspense.

(To be -Continued.)

THE LAND QUESTION OF IRELAND.
(PROM TIMES EPEOIAL COXMISSIONER.)
No. 1L
ATELonE, Sept. 4.

I chall cot dwell at any great length on tha cha-
racter of the land eystem of this noeighbourhood,
viewed 88 a whole, or on tke s~cial phonomena dis-
closed in i, for to do 8o would be to repeats good
deal of what I heve wrilten in previous letters. The
wages of the agricaltural labourer aboat Athloneare
very much the same a3 I have fooud them to be 1
other places; that is, they average from 6. to 105. a
week, and the ciesg, a3 & rule, i3 not unprosperous
The rate of rent is extremely variable. Unfortonately,
[ bave not the means of compariog it with what it
was & century dgo, for Arthur Young did not wiait
-his place, but I may say, generally, that 1t ranges
from 3l. to 1531. the Irish scre—tbat is, from about.
36s. to 03. the Englich. Any good land is pothigh'y
rected ; indeed, the finc meadows along the Shannon
appear to me-to be let low—~it muat b3 reraembered,
towaver, that they nre ‘drowned’ by floods duriog
four roonthe of the yeac—and tbe rate of rent upon
large farms i3, in my jedgment, reasonohle and
moderate. This rematk, however, hardly appliea to
she smsiler farme in maoy places. The reats of
these are very often high; and I welked over several
bundzeds of acres of cold thin, and huogry land, io-
habited by & race of poor occupiers, who paid 20s.
+he Irish acre, and which I should cocsider dear nt
123 Farmg vary exceediagly in extent; a fow, ate
considerable distancs from Athlone, are grazing
tractg of a large size ; & good many reagh 20 and 50
acres, but an immense number are very gmell, mere
patches from twa to four or five acres. The country
beyond the flats of the Shauzon is fairly divided be.
tween tillage and pasture. but the agricalture, as
s rale, i3 of an inferior kind; the broeds of cattle
and sheep are sometimes coarre; the 0IOD3 Ars Ob-
easionslly bickward and thin; good farmsteads are
nat often seen; whole estates are covered with mud
cabing j the landseape reminds you, in toe maay
places, of what Ireland was before 1846, On tke
wkale, in & materis]l point of view the tenantry of
this neighbourhood are leze prosperous than I have
found them to be elsewhere ; and, as I shall show
particolarly afterwards, they are at lemat as fall of
dipcontent s8 taose in sny part of Tipperary. The
1and system of the country in general 18 in all esaeg~-
tial fentuies, tha same as that which Ibave slready
poticed The line between the owner nnd occupier
of the soil coincides tolerably nearly with that which
marks the great religions divisioos of Ireland ; but
there is o fair number of Roman Oatholic 1andlords.
Abgentes proprietors are not numerous ; bat the
residents, ag & olase, are nat progressive, snd some
ate said to be much embarragsed. Hero, a8 elsewhere,
teasehold interests sre rare, snd, baving been for-
merly very numerous, are bacoming fewer year aftar
year; yot, thongh the tenants have only.precsrlpus
tenures, they have, with Blight exceplions, doue
everything which has been doce for the land for ages.
The whols syatem, in ghort, ia of the kiod f0 which I
have before referred —~a dominsut praprietary, marked
‘off from tte people; & tenantry which has seldom a
1d on the soil, though it hag enormously increased
its value, and which is exposed to bave the fraits of
118 industry appropriated by -saperiora who have the
pawer, and a temptation to do so, Here 83 elaewhere,
I assert with confidence, the landlords do not often
abuse their position; but instauoes to the contrary.
certainly accar ; nor can I admire o state of thiogs in
whigh'an equitabls: adjustment of the moat impor-
tant rights 18 made to depend, Dot upon law, but
‘apon the will of an grder of men whose interest often
confliets witb justice. . Co
What I wigh to dwell on in this letter is the extra~
ordinary contrasta of sgricultare, and of what may,
be called sgricultural systems, which are to be found
in this neighbourhood, the train-of pbenomena re-
gulting from this, and the cerious refloctiona they
guggest. I visited the magnificent tract to which I
refarred iy my last letfer a3 being a fragment of the
Lothians introduced into the-rudenegs of Galwey.
Thig eatats, with another in the. north of the county,
is the property ot Mr. Allan Pollok, @ Scotch gentle-
man of Immenge wealth, and it shoold be examined
durafally by every foquirer who wishes' tostudy the
‘Irigh Land Quention. Mr. Pollok unfortunately was,
not nt home, but I was received courteously by two
of his agenta, and these gentlemern gave me mach in
formstion, which they have kindly permitted me to
repeat, though, for obvious ressons, they do not
ish their names to be-dlsclosed to the public. *Mr,
ollok’s two estates comprise an area of goma_32,000.
dcres, of which 25,000 are arable, and they . wers
purchaged gome 15 yesra ago at a coat—I do oot
here pretend to accurscy—of not less than 500 00¢2.
The lands whez they came into Mr. Pollok’s hands
were in,the condition of most Galway estates; that
ig, they were for the most-part held by & pegsantry ¢ £
gmall farmers and oottiers, they had been much €x
hagsted after the famine, and their resources bad
pever beea developed, It is engy to imagice what

188148, iil-draiged yand id
'nh _;_!,Gln_f! "qro_p",‘.'ln‘d !

might bold in reserve for-the most.

1 race of accupiers, during many yeara may bave dé-

A (oY, T
Zrude, trabis bioken iito gurt}
tyided. iby “unsightly fétces
and !inferior catile] angd- covered:
over: with . small ;dwelliogs /inbabjted by adénge
- population '\ M7, Pellox’s firat pire ‘was' to' buy-out’
almoat everyone of:thegs ‘patty, bolders, to convert

8oimo juto. fafm-lobourere; and-itg";isdnoe. ethers, 1o
emigrate to the West ;

heisdook tHedswas

acdihaving by a produss. not:
uogentle indeed, yet rather  painful, madea labula
Fasa of “this egprmons eros,"he applied bimeetf to-
improving the apds, to bringingthem underthorough
-cultivation; abd “farming, them-upon the beat Sootch
‘system. I ia donecessary: :to. say. how ‘dikra’ were
levelled :and fialds equared into vast breadthe; what
miles upon miléa of draing were opened ; bow, in the-
place of the Irish village, the buge solitary steading
rose at wide ‘dislances ; what thousands of -tone of
artificial manures were :lavished upon the-haogry
s01l ; what ghesta of turnips and masses of corn were
grown where the. plongh had uever been befors ; baw
the hills were covered. with the finest kine'and sheep ;
~—how, ip 8 word, capital and science transformed
these great tracts by degrees, ag if by magic. The
carrying ont thiz social rovolution cost not lezs cer
taioly than the fee-simple of the soil, aud the resnlts
have really been wondertal, I walked over a pact
of one of the estates, and admired the magoificent
farm- buildings, the huger mills_ with their lofty
‘ohimueys, as,though busbandry had become a maou-
facture, the steam engines and. perfect applianars of
tillsge, the vagt spaces of corn that reacked the
horizon, the throughbred gheep in the immense
pastures—the spectacle in a word, of agrical are on
the largest scale in ita highest development. Yet the
whole scene had.a look of desolation in epite of the
monotony of ita splendour. 1 miaged the samoke of
the frequent housatop; and as my eya rested on lhe
acanty cattages which here and there only dotted the
rich expense, I conld not belp thinking that this form
of society hud, like all human things, its imperfeet
side. ",

How opposite to thia state of things i3 the condi-
tion of tbe village ¢ 'mmuanitiaa, referred to in my 15t
letter, which have reclaimed parts of the fiats of the,
Shanaon ! Jow Ciffarent i3 their primitive husbandry,
how completely distinct the type of their Jife! In one
case & lavish oatlay of capital has suddenly raised a
noble monument of enltivation of the most parfect
kind, and b+g prodoced a splendid model of extensive
tarming. Yet yot fae] that thid is an exotic grow tb,
aad that it anticipates the natural march of society ;
and you see that it is not without its drawbacks iv
it severance of the population from the soit  Inthe
other case, the slow industry of ages, advaociog with
gradual but beoeficent ateps, has obasged the barren
waate into fruitfulness, has, with difficulty almost in-
credible, subdued the worthless swamp to fertility,
hes, too, not grandly or quickly, bat quietly and
peacefully, tragsformed the ctaracter of the land-
seape.

The circumstances of Mr. Pollok’s experiment
suggest considerations of great intereat with reference
to the Irish Laod Questioa. First, perbaps, iaim-
portance i8 the inquiry whather this wouderful at
tempt to introduce Scoitish agriculture on thelargest:
scale into a district where it 3-.d been unkoown be.
fore is remanerative, or is likely to be so ; for, if it
be, it can bs bardly doubted thst its sutkor's example
will be extensively followed., From nll that I have
beard and my own calculations this question must
ba snswered in the aegative. It is not only that Mr.
Pollok’a agents, when I tried to examine them on
this subjact ,wore guarded and dubious in their replies,
and thet the geaeral opinion of the country side—
which, doubtlass, i in some degree to be atiributed
to jealousy and ignorance~ condemps the whole
thing aa a costly failure. A simple sum in arithmetic
points to what, [ believe, is the trae conc'usion. Mr.
Pollok bavnig laid out a sum, equivalent at least to
the price of the fee, iz simply improviog his esta’es,
the lettieg value of these lande, compared with thoss
o the game butaral quality on adjoining properties,
ought to have insreased in eomething like a similar
propertion, on the supposition that he gets a fuir re
torn for his outlay. This, bowever, ia certainly not
the case; though Mr. Pollok geis a higher rent rela-
tively for some meguificent f«rma he has let than big
peigrbours do for the small holdicgs in which they
have lefi the old Irlsh pensantry-—taking areas of
equal patural vales.-the difference does not nearly
yieid s fair interest on the capital expended; and
though this circumatance s not deciaive, and other
elemeants, no doubt, entar, it goes a long way tosolve
the problem. Amnotber extremely interesting question
is, how far can the ordinary Irish farmer, with the
mesns be possesses—bis scaniy capital, bat, ae ]
iomiat, bis shrewd- sepsa nnd resolute industry- -
compete with such a gigantic rival 7 On this point I
can sddnce testimony that is certainly vot a httle
significant, A portion of the ectate of Lord Olauri.
carde roos into that of Mr., Pollok; ard there i3, no
doubt, a remarkable rontrast between the rude and
petty homesteads on the one snd the emormnus
breadthe of iillage on the other, Yet—and I put the
question 10 many on the point—ths peasantry on the
Claoricarde estate declared themselves able and will-
ing to pay rents not much lower than those obtained
by Mr, Pollok for his lande; and sa Lotd Olanri-
carde, thoogh an admicable landlord—hia people
wers enthusiastic in his praise, sud I was bappy to
fiad bad gecersily leagea—~has not laid ont much on
this part of hia property, .these cconpiers, takiog
everything Into eccounnt, were agsuredly justifi:d in
their boast to me, ¢that they could ho!d their own
againgt any Scotchman.' Indesd, one of Mr, Pollok’s
agerts, notwithstanding & very nataral prejudice io
favour of hia native syatein of agriculiure, admitted
to me that it was qnite wonderful bow well the Iriah
took to improvement, aud how much they could do
with the land, under landlords in whom they counld
place confidence. *®Give them equal capitals and
fairplay, aud they would run us hard,’ was the honest
remark of this intelligent and experienced gentle-
mban. : -

Mr Pollock, aa I have eaid, has let & part of bis
estate, in farms, to tecanta. These holdings are all
exceedingly large; the landlord pat tbem in thorough
order, and eupplied them with every epplisnce of
agriooitare, bofore he placed an occupier in them;
and they are held by leases of 19 years, the tonants
baing either Scotoh or Irish. Here, then, you see in
its mogt perfect form what may be called the English
ayatem of ienure ; and with reference ta the Irish
Land Question 1 pray your readers to note with care
bow this system of tenure and the English law of
landlord and teniant sgree with oach -other, . In thls
condition of thinga-the landlord hands over his land
to his.tenantan sach & atate that the occapier need
sink go capital in it, and ia amply compensated for
‘any {ransient gutlay by the profits, perhapa, of & sin-
glé year, and ‘the tenant, the farm he tekes being
Inrge, ia a capitalist, free to make a bargain, to inaist
on a reagonable amonut of profit, and to protect him-
self by o defiaite: contract. In England, therefore,
the common law, in the matter of a landlord and
tenant, agsumes the oxistence of a -class of landlords.
who add all'permanent improvements to the soil, and
of & elads-of tonanta who eimply bire it8 uge, withoat
investing their fortuaes in it, or enhancing its value
to all time, each olass heing.indepsndant of the other
and ite dootrines proceed on these assumplions. It
treats the owner of land aa the absolate pwner, be-
cause the raw material of the soil and all darable,
snnexatfons to it are, in a legitimate sense, his .pro-
-perty. .. It treats the tenant as.a mora témporaty pos-
segsor, beocause he atipnlates only for the transient
.usnfruct, does nét permanently incresss the worth of
the freebold, and is abla to’ make an eqnal: bargaln.-
Axd, asit'does not coneeive that a stats of .thiogs
‘0an arige’ in’ which, unehielded by contract, a whole

pusited the frults of their industry in thelr holdings,
and given thém uearly all the' value they ‘posaess: wo
ot only, as a general rule, does-it. disregard.all e,
‘qriitatle olaims for compeueation on;thia account and:
repudiate tho not‘oa that 1n any such way a tenant
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el og, &r d:refoses.the fanant ‘all
re ;in ocder ta ghnt'gut-vary dificalt qdestiony;
‘ad’to"gompel;persons ‘whom' 1% .4upnoges-to ‘be
1o adjgst the matter by matusl agreement.: ¢,
" Thig.gtate .of-1aw;" thoagh  in 'theory. faulty, and
‘thougb ocoasionally, even in England, not coingid-
Ing witb existing faots, nevertheless works tolerably.
well in'thag conntry, snd “adapts itealf to & form cf
‘ociety id which landlords snd tsnants are’'vaually
well off, and deal oo a_ footing of indépenderce.:
How does it apply to the system of tenure that pre-;
vails to such aa exient ic Irelsnd, to the case, we:
will gy, of those village commu-ities that bave im-
-proved 8o Jargely tbe filate of the.Shaunoa ? Ganera-
‘tions sgo the auceators of theze people, with or ' with
out the aonsent of their feadal lords, settled on what
was then a barren morags, and their descendacts, hy
their costinnal oil, have gradually chaasged it to fer
tility. They have as oompletely formed its uature
ag to borrow ap illusteation from the civil law in
ita lumisons riew of a kindred sobject —the artist
who, on the worthlees canvas. paints s masterpiece
of Apelles or Zeuxis It 18 oot an abuse of thonght
to strain the conceptions of the cqmmon law to theic
status and that of their’landlorda -to clageify the
one ag casual birers of the use of land, tor & 1erm. by
contract, and the others as absalute praprietors of
the soil aad of the qualities added to it by othera?
How can the expressions ¢ owner and occapier” fit in
with such a relation as thig if we ate to take them in
their atrict Ernglish senee and yet to consider natural
juatice? And- for the legal positica ot these hum-
ble peasanta i3 technically that of tenan's at will—
would it pot be an iniquity that a notics to quit
sbould extinguish their tenores, and empower their
superiors to rob them of that to which equity gives
them 80 full a ol«lm ? - Yet this is what the law, as
it stande, allows ; in this respect, in trath rbey are
simply outlaws; and their oanly protection is loose
locul custom, which may be viclated leg-lly with
impunity. Their landlords, no doubt ms & geceral
rule, respect this custom, and neither turn them ont
nor equeesd ont their interest by extortionate rents;
but ingtances of such wrocgs accer, and what {3 to
be thought of 8 law which permita guch clalms to de-
peod on caprice or forbearance? It was the prayer
of the good Roman Emperor that hia will might be
regtrained by law, that he ghouid pot have the means
of injuring his subjects. A good Irish landlord,
who, io his sphere, has power not unlike that of a
deapot, ought to second the wish of Marcus Aurelins ;
he ghould not forget that bis heritage, too, may pass
to a Commodus or Heliogabalaa.,

A reflacting mind cannot fail to perceiva that the
great difficulty of seit ing the Irish land gquestion
ariges from the co-existence and the contraey of the
gyatems of tenure I bave describad  Waere the lands
of Treland held generally under wbat I shall call the
Eoglish system, if the farms were of cousiderable ex-
tent if the occupiers were men of substance, or if the
landlords mede all the permanent improver.ents,
things might be left as they now are, and there wonld
be £o necessity of considering the subject. Or, on
the other hand, if the lands of (reland were ail held
under the I«ish system, if the farms were all mere
small patekes, if the occupiers were all poor tenants
at will, if tee psasaatry had doze everything for the
land, and bad thua aeqnired an ¢quity in ir, and if
the landlorda had contributed notbing, I could listen
to the ery of * Sxity of tenure,” and counld discuss
Mr Mill'a scheme of a peasant proprietary at a set
tled quict-reat, But as both these gystems are to be
found in Ireland, tbough covering nreas of very dif.
ferent extent, a4, moreover, they ere not always
fonnd marked off from each by sharp distinstious, bat
aver & very large part of the country, run iato each
other and are ¢)ofused, and as peither type is clearly
prevalent, it follows that, while I do oot think yoa
can leave the Irish system in its prezent state, under
the insufficient protection of the common faw, so you
ought not to sterotype it on the face of the land o:
f.rget that the commoan law i3 a fairly ioadeguate
rule of right in ali the tracts beld under the Boglish
system. How ridicnlous, nsy, how iniguitons, it
would b2, in the cage of farms like thoae of Mr.
Pollok, to attend to claims for compensation for im-
provemants, or to demands tor an extencion of tonure
ootside tke definite cootract of the parties! This
would be really ¢ confiacation”—the shallow cint of
thoge who take the mere landlords view of this great
question. and a real snbversion of the rights of pro-
perty. Yet, on the other hand, in the case of those
village communitips. how idle it i3 to say that it is
cougonant to juatice to abandon them to the rales of
the common law, to ignore the existence of the pro-
perty they bave created, to subject them to eviction
without full compensaatiun, or without an equivalent
prolongation of tenure. He evidently will be the
troe Statesman, and will be entitled to claim the
merit of eolving this complicated problem justly,
who, recognizing the co-existence of these modes of
tenure, and the variety and confliet of rights under
them, shall devise & Iaw tbat shall be applicable to
each, end, as far ag human legislation can go, shall
protect the intecests arlsing nnder both, and shall
then give them complate freedom. Without ventur.
ing to dogmalize, I am not without hope that a re-
form of this kind ia gnite fansible without endanger-
ing in any rational sense the rights of property.

[ am gorry to say that all around Athlone the ele-
wents of discontent and disafection abound I beard
repeated complaints of rack rents, not without jns-
tice in many instauced. and » kiad of dall bliad cry
of wrong and oppression. In several places more-
over, I bad to listen to wild and passionate words ot
disloyalty==‘‘no thanks to Gladstons for whbat hal
been done ; a good time was comiog for Ireland ; the
country would yet be uader America” One cause,
probably, of this Hcentious candour ig - that the pea-
gantry in this neighbourhood, at leagt on the Con-
paught gide of the Shannon, ars in & much greater
degree Celtic than those of the other countiea I have
ujsited, aud the Celts are proverbially tongne valiant
‘s Saxonized race .being bolder in action. In frot,
though the “men of Tipperary” are . etained with
mare frequent deeds of violence than the population
in that digtriot, they are at heart, I believe, much
less dissatisfied. Over and over again A peasant
wounld uge sueh words a8, ‘' God help the- poor who
are ground down by injustice!” and one man, whoge
American accent betrayed plainly his recent assacia-
tions, exclaimed fiercely, * Ob, that we had bero ths,
boys wha terrify the rich in. Tipperary!” This sen-
timent of dislike of existiog institutiona blende
ouriously with dreams of the buried pas€. I beard of
gevera] well-anthenticated instapces in which, dur-
.jog ths Fenian movement,the peasantry agcknowledged
certain peraons-as the legitimate heirs to forfeited
eatates. = Thepe distempered visions are no doubt ep-
gondered by the dense of dissatisfaction which exlsts.’
If you can remove the one by doing away with every
siga, of ipjustice that lingers in the social eystem and:
lawsthe others of course will before long venish.
The sgrarian spirit pravails hore quite as atrongly as
in Tipperary ; it weuld be a8 unwise to guage its
power by ita acta a8 it would be to imagine that the
range of malaria is limited to the few spots where it
breaks out in typbus. Unfortunately, too, a most
foul mucder of an agrarlan nature - has been :lately
committed. Mr. Tarleton, a gentleman-of godd birth,
-took some time ago a farm on which a shepherd in
the gorvige of tho former owner had repaired 4 bouse
arid made some improvemests, Mr. Tarleton con-
tinoed the'man i kis employmeat; but dismiesed.
‘him {n rather a summary wanoer, without eompunsats
ing.bim for the autlay; for which, of gouree; he was
in,no, ssose liable, The unfortnnate gentleman re
csived 5 warnidg, ‘conched in tertns of friendly re-
proach, but hrving disregarded thie, he was ‘shiot,
snd “the crime,' ap uanal, remaine: - undisgovered..
Herd wo see agrarianlsm {n-ita very worstform; and,
a8 will be observed, the agrarian cods in thir, a4 ’in
many- other inBtances, considefed to uge u legal
‘Phrase, that'the obligations it imposes “ran with the
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‘A HOPEFUL SIDE OF ANGLIOANISM: v

g of, Bonga' (The Can-
oles), from™ anclent ‘and moderan a%ﬁ:cg:hgyog-
Liwledale, bag lately issued:from 'the'ip;'egé’ of Mag.

tera, being one out of more than & thongand ‘djatj
:works on the lat of these enferprising pn:b(:;:g::t
8l in the interest of 'the more; advanced achdol oi
Anglicaniam. - Mr. Masters is only the chief among
‘many publishers -of high Ritualistic literatare. TheW
very large capital neceesarily inveated by thess dif-
-forent publishers, and the numbe: ot editions printed .
of many of these books, as well of the more costly ag
gf tbe\ch;&:p.e'r :o;ka ‘i8 iteelf a proof of the wide in

uence obtaide . ‘the 'doctrines i
the. Ghurch of Eng{sml. of tble fehool in
- The volome which we have named iz an excellent
trpe of the olacs of literature to whick we refer, It
is 8 work at once learned and attractive. Itiga
com;_;la'e treasary of all the cheicest passages in the
Patrigtic 8od medimval asceticul writers, (beautifully
transls.ted_), bearing on the Qanticles, one of the moat
desply spintcal, moat difienlt, and least geverally
read book of Holy. Seriptare. As far a8 we have
seen there ia no cootroversial aim in the work; wa
huva oh-eerved sothing that a Catholic migh:, not
Eave written, or might not read with profit

We‘rej_mce to. be able to give this testimony, for
what it i8 wortn, because Dr. Littledaleis a w;ic-:
who, altbough he has done good service to t!;e
Ohurcl.l by bis able exposure of tho Protestant rge
formation, thus justifying those who have adbered to
the ancient faith bere in Eogland, or who return
to it, yet has ha given deep offence to Catholics by
the bitter odium theologicum 1n which he hag al-
tacked the Archbishop, eo that few amongat a3 are
sable to read unenspicionsly any book of which he ig
the anthor, All who koow snything of bis writinga
wmust ndm!re the author's great and varied e:ndiiign
the versatility of his gening, his ready Irish wit snd'
power of sarcaam ; aod we are bound to pray all 1he
mare because of his hoatdlity and because of hig g
gifte, that be snd many others may come one day ca
longer ¢ to see men like trees walking,’ but may ¢ be-
bold all thiogs plainly’ in the bosom of the One
Chureh Qatholic and Roman.

We have said that this is one of many bupdred
worke of #imilar tendency weekly iseuing from the
Anglican presd.  Thig alone shows how saperfici-l a
vigw theaa COatholice tske of the movement moat
inadequately termed Ritualistic, who suppose thas it
18 & mere question of msthetics, postures and vest.
ments, wsx tapers, fowers, and incenge, It hag
created for itself aud almost Oatholic literaturs and
with it, has revolutionized the religious litersture in
use formerly amongst Oharch of Eogland people.
These works are mst with in every librery and draw.
iog-raom ; you fiad them gown broadesat in cotiages
aod schoole; you eater a City counting-house end
find a patket of Masters’s publications, which the
prmmpul'ls takiog home by the 4.30 train to (ulfil
some family order. For the strength ef the move-
ment i3 that it has deeply penetrated the middle
claeges, more 60, 10 fact, than the poon.” who are
mostly too degraded to caro fur any thological opi-
aions, unlesa administered rogether with soup and
other succulent mediuma.

Again, the berd work doing by this part
the lowest and most absndouged {)f thoppooyr ?ﬁis
Eust-eud of London off Storeditch and Spitalfizlde
or in the ceur!s behind Holborm, whatever be th;
guccess, or want of it, i3 & fact attested by tke pre.
sent Archbisbop of Cunterbury, ag & tribate of truth
and justica to & aschaal with which he has no other
sympasthies,

The self-devotion and zeal of some hundreds of
men &nd women, weil born and eadowed with all
that this world basto give, aud which they havg
eacrificed in works of charity, giving themgeves withs]
fo: h.ve-lqng gervice to the poor in tha trne C.tholi
miggionary epirit, i3 anotber siriking fact. Aand
lastly, works of deep asceticism, like the one we bave
u_ouced, which i one of many, compiled as inAtruc~
tions and exbortations on the spiritasl life in Angli.
can Joovents for man ard women, ought to ciase
Oatholics to pnuse befora they criticizs with harsh.
cess or wilh levity the doings of these ¢ Anglican
gchismatics’ ’

It seems to us that it were well to ppader the les-
souns our Liord gave to the membera of tae Oze Ttus
Church ia His day, drawn from the good works of
the S8amaritans, ttough our Lord hrd said ¢ salvation
is of_tha Jews ;- und later on, we find that ‘Ssmaris
roceived the word of God, when vaat cumberg of the
Jews rejected it.

It is no doubt perp'exing aud irritating when we
canoot make our Anglican frienda see or admit that
they are out of the Viaible Churck, aud ought ta sater
it at any coat; but what ia the good of calling them
perverss beretics and wilfal schismatica? We conld
mention venerabls names of men now Qatholic wao
occe gave their Oatholic friends aes much troubls and
perplexity, Weare in the midst of & great move-
meot of minds. The willa of men are in the hands
of the_Lord. . The Church is Hig eleated inatroment
for His gracions ponrposes towarda the childrea of
meq. Wo are on the very eve of a Generl Conz-
cil, and a Counecll is the most solemn aol of the
Oburck, therefore wo may look far great things hid-
dea as yet in lbe Council for the healing of the
wounds of Christendom, turniog ¢ the hearts of the
fathers unto the children, and the incredulous to the
wiadom of the just, and to prepars unto the Lord &
perfect pecple.’— Oathbolie Ovinion. ‘

[ ————— e petmp——

IRISH INTELLIGENCE,

Tae lrise PrieaTRooD.—~A- writer in the Londo
Times latoly charged Oatholic priests with being
balf-ednoated, encouraging early marriages for asl
interest, and encouraging outragea against the land.
lords. The Qork Ezaminer thus responds to (ke
Eoglish slanderersr :'— The Uatholie-clergy, thacks
to their devotion to the interests of their flocks, do
posseas e powerfal influenge over them-; but no mss
who koows Ireland, and is devoid of geotarian bit-
terness, which watpa the judgment, ean belisve thal
shat inflaence is banefnl. This is not the opinion of
gtateamep and - rulers, unless they be of the alas
‘whoae policy ‘hos"been to.ignore the exigtencs o
abuses, or ; to :attribate’ them to any gave the right
oause. Then there i the old ‘taunt of n low an
balf-educated priesthood, levelled in ignorance orft
malice. “No doabt the Apoatles were drawn by theif
Divine Master, ag an example to all fotare ages, fron
the homblest and lowliest of the earth; and over th
tomb of the Prince of the Apostles, who left his ne!
to follow the Redeemer, there rises in masjesty th
mogt sublime temiple which the ‘geniua of man b
ever erected to the worship of God. -Still, ag » me!
tor of fact sugeeptible of proof, the . Qatkolic oler
of Ireland are taken from all clasees of communi
and constitute & thoroughly - repregentative body
such o8 shonld exist ic.a ‘National Oturch, I
true, thodon of the strong farmer, and the hom!
bat wall-to-do country shop-keeper, seek : the s
‘tuary, not from motives of b:se greed or vaigar 8
.bition, butfrom an icresistible inflnence which wo!
lingg cannot comprehend, becauseé ‘they cannot &
pathies with, but it {3’ equally. trie that the sou
‘wealthy traders and mérchsnte, and people of bt
ditary estates, 8lso pursue the'-same hallowed [
fromtHo edme bigh 'motives. But whellor ssled
fiom the lowly. or the wealthy classes, the Qsth
clergy.of Ireland aré not’only eminently guied
.their work, bt are the very Gppobite to the acor
descriptions giver of them, mot for the- first!
‘sor for the ten:thoudandel time. . Fpssibly they bt
-uot qultivated the graces of the: dancing : masteh

land,” anl, passing over the criginal ownsr of ibis

do they ape a false refinement; but'ia dignils”




