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each diocese is, as our correspondent says, a
heavy one, and one which being recongnized
will, we truzt, lead them to careful &nd prayer-
{ul consideration before disagreeing from or, re-
jecting, the matured decision of the General
Council of The Church iu this Ecclesiastical
Province. ’

As to alterations in the Constitution affer the
formation of the General Synod, should it be
ereated in September 1893, we apprehend that
none such would be possible in any of the fun-
damental conditions or matters referred (o in
the scheme or basis upon which the General
Synod was put into operation ; unless, indeed,
such alterations being proposed were assented
to independently by the several dioceses includ-
ed within its jurisdiction. So long as these fun-
damental conditons are not interfered with, the
General Synod would have free action in all
matters entrusted to it by operation of the Prov-
incial Syncd and the dioceses antecedent 1o its
formation,

We share to a large extent, the opinion of
“Delegate” in regard to the provision requiring
acceptance of coercive legislation on the part of
the General Synod by the Provincial or Dio-
cesan Synods. The proposal appears to us to
be in direct antagonism to all principles of sound
legislation and to a considerable extent renders
the General Synod powerless. 1t was, however,
carried by a considerable majority in the Prov-
incial Synod and cannot now, we fear, be chang-
cd without assent of sach Synod ; unless, indeed,
the dioceses in the Ecclesiastical Province were
unanimous in rejecting it when the scheme
cemes before them.  In such case it might be
assumed that as the Provincial Synod is made
up of representation from such dicceses that the
cxpression of its” veice when so comstituted
might be anticipated ; and if the meeting to be
held in Toronto in September next also assented
toa change in this particular it would then
come within the function of the committee ap-
pointed by the Provincial Synod to determine
whether such change, in view of the acticn of
the dioceses, were material or not. For our-
stlves, we would gladly see this provision, as
also that embodied in the same article reserving
corcurrent jurisdiction for the Provincial Synods
upen any object falling within their present
powe:s, rescinded.

PAROCHIAL VISITING-

In a former article we placed before our readers
some reflections upon the above subject under
the following heads:—(1) Parochial visiting
of the day-school;(2) of the sick; (3) of the
whole, '

We endeavoured then to point out some of
the difticultics connected wilh two and thee,
For example, the necessity and difficulty of faith-
ful dealing with the sick and dying. We fear
that no inconsiderable number of our people
ofien enter the unseen world very ignorant of
their own spintual deficiencies ; with a very little
sense of sin, except in the way of making a vague
gencral admssion, which means very little, that
ﬂl_e)' are great sinners. We are here dealing

. With facts, not fancies ; for we have stood by
many sick beds and death-beds, and speak of
what we do know, and testify to what we have

seen; and in a long experience we have
seldom seen real awe and reverence in  the
near preserce of death, as speedily bring-
ing the sufferer into more mmediate and sensi-
ble intercourse with God—and desire to look
faithfully into the past, and express sorrow for
its sins and shortcomings. Relatives at such
times repeat some wellknown formulas. We
remember, ¢¢., once going to see a very elderly
gentleman, who was taken il at an hotel'in the
parish, in which -he had been lodging for some
time. When we tried to lead his mind to think
of his state, and to engage him in prayer, he said,
‘Is there any need for that yet ? He died the
next day, and was quile unconscious for many
hours before the end came. He was a type, we
fear, of many; and we are convinced that we
clergy greatly nced to deal very faithfully and
directly with many such, in the way of trying to
arouse and quicken dead or hall.dead con-
sciences, before we proceed Lo prophesy smooth
things.  And then you perhaps unhappily know
were not right in the sight of God, who never-
theless have talked a great deal about repeating
sonic lext or verse of a hymn such as—

“T am a poor sinner, and nothing at oll,
But Jesus Clirist is my ail in all”
L]

This may be very fit and beautiful, where you
have previously seen the pcaceable fruits of
righteousness 1n the life of the person you are
dealing with ; but it is very painful when you
arc conscious of the existence of much
worldliness, malice, &c, and apparcntly an
almost ulter absence of any spirituality of
mind.

We are not going into the question of the doc-
trine of the Impuied Righteousness of Christ,
further than to say that people should be taught
to sec that it is infused as imputed; and that
they should be very cautious of speaking about
being clothed with the robeof Christ's rightcous-
ness, ifthey are mercly calling Him Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which I{e says unto them,
Ina very remarkable letter from William Law
to John Wesley, he says:—

% The heed a5 eacily anivre ibelf with a Jiving and
Justifying faith in the bluod of Jerus ns with nny other
notion ; and the heart, which you suppose to be o

place of eecurity, v more deeeittul than the head, a
being the rent of self love.”

Qur readers will find this correspondence in
Southey's * Life of Wesley,” Cavendish Jdition,
pp- 88 and 89, and it will well .repay them to
peruse it. Indeen the whole work is full of the
depest interest and instruction. .

The work of parochial visiting, so far as it
concerns the visiting of the sick and invalves the
treatment of the two classes now referred to--viz.,
the utterly carcless and the mere professors—is
a work of great anxiety and difliculty, and one
requiring much faithfulness and paticnce. But
it it is also not to be forgotten that with the sick
and dying the pastor learns some of his own
best lessons. It is wonderfully inspiriting and
instructive to be with a real servant of God at
a time, to hear the language of humility, of
patience, of faith and hope, and to fecl the reality
of it all; one 1o doubt learns much from books,
but the lessons of death beds Yke this are sume-
thing far highcrand inore imprzssive.  We have
known a ca-e of a comparatively young mother
suddenly carsied off, having her husband arnd
children with her to the last, cheering and com-

-in which he may learn many lessons.

forting them, sustaining and strenghthening
them wigh most worderful words of faith and
hope, and the impression was deep and indelible.
The sick room is a great school for the pastor,
It is one
admirable featurc of our practice that we do not
visit once merely at the last to give the last rites,
We may and often do see the sick and dying,
and we have time and opportunity thercfore, as
a rule, to deal with them fsithfully, and we
should avail ourselves of it. Morcover, a tender
and true pastoral care at such a lime binds the
survivors of the family to the clergyman ever
after. To have been with people in the time of
affliction and distressis oae of the greatest bonds
of parochial affection and gratitude ;it is seldom
or neverbroken or forgotten.

As regards any fuller notice of the visiting of the
whole, it may be a good general rule to adopt al-
ways to call to inquire for people who muy be
abs:nt from Divine Sarvice on Sundays, i.e. if they
are regular attendants.  Some also tell us thatto
prevent jealousy none should b wisite] moare
than nthers.  None should certainy bz nzglect-
ed, but it is not in human natre not to have
preferences and attractions. DParishioners who
are sympathctic and helpful are naturally more
visited than those of a contrary disposition and
characigr.  Even the Lord Jesus hud three spe-
cial favourites among the twelve, andl one pre-
eminently so. A Bishop may teil you in his
charges to take a very high ideal in this matter,
but a Bishop himsell does not see all his own
clergy with anything like equal frequency; he
has men among them whom he naturally prefes
and likes, and most of his iniercourse is with
them, but the others who require to consult him
on business matters have always the opportunity
of doing sa. Tt is quite impossible to be un the
samie terms of intimacy ard friendship with all
onc's parishioners, ond it is not to be expected
that a Bishop should he cqually inumate and
friendly with all Jis clerpy, A just discharge
of all relative dutics is of course 1o be cxpected
in each case. It is doubtless casier to pieserve
one’s distinetly clerical clarscter wlen visiting
the sirk than when visiting the whole, The
latter is really the more difficult duty of the
two; time is certeinly ofien unprofitab'y spent
overiy, and there i+ always the teaplation to
gossip.—/rish Ficel. Gusette,

R A —————

AnteNarion  Exreasorumacy.—The  most
convincing proof this week of the alienation of
the laity from the Church is a gift o that effzte
institution of £30,000. The populous ncigh-
horhood of Comberwell is Lo receive the benefit
of this gifi, for Mrs. Gooch, the giver, has sent
it through the medium of Trinity Coliege, Cam-
bridge, Mission in Camberwell.  Mrs. Gooch
was a former resident, and she has undertaken
to create a new patish, to be known as All
Saints, North Peckham, and to build and endow
the Church parsonage, club house, and mission
buildings at an estimated cost of £30,000, in
memory of her deceased husband. A commo-
dious Church will be erected in East Surrey-
grove and cndowed with £450 per annum.  In
addition to the mission buildings and schools,
part of the gift includes an established conval-
escent home at Margate for the sick poor of the
parish, the population of which is 8,000.
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$1.50. Will the Clergy and
present subscribers make this
offer known 7



