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-DR. EDGERILL's BEAsoNs roI DeOLINING TUE
Bisaoraro or Nova SooTiA.-The following is
Rev. Dr. Edgehill's letter giving a full explan-
ation of bis reasons for declining the election

to the Bishopric of Nova Scotia. It only
serves to inerease the deep regret fait:-

SonnuuoszE BADEN, S. GzaMNY,
lSth July, 1887.

To the Bynod of Nova Bootia:
Mr Das BaETErEN IN CHRIsT.-I need

searcely say that your action in elocting me
Bishop of your Diocese took me thoroughly by
surprise. I had hoard that my name had been
mentioned, but I regarded this as a more
kindly expression on the part of a few old
friends, and so gave no thought te the matter;
indeed, when I left England I understood that
you had already chosen your chief pastor.

I was thus utterly unprepared for sncb a
telegram. Its simple message, so fragrant
with meaming, moved me more than any event
in my life has ever done. That mon of such
character and standing as many of the clergy
of the diocese, men at whose feet lu the King-
dom of God I would gladly sit, should deemi
me fitting to be their Bishop humiliated me
deeply, and that se many laymen, wbose know-
ledge of me could only ho through the faintest
memories of work attempted for God's glory
and men's good over fifteen years ago, seemed
to me most marvellous. I could not but feel
"this is God's doing," "This is God's call."

Se the fact that yon had elected me as your
Bishop demandad from me anxious and careful
consideration. I dared not send a telegramn
refusing te come; that would have been most
discourteous to you, and I might be found
fighting against God. I was well aware of
the great inconveniences which would ensue
froin postponing the Synod, but I could only
have said "No," without further thought and
consultation, and I, was desirous of seeing my
way to say "Yes" plainly before me. Your
generosity in adding the $2,000 te the income
made it possible for me te accept, se that I
felt the whole question was narrowed down te
this one point, "Is it God's will that I should
leave my present work and undortake the still
more solemn and untried responsibilities to
which yen eaul me?"

Everything saemed te call me to you. Your
unanimous choice; the knowledge of your
Diocose which I had gained by actual experi-
once; the love I have ever had for Nova Scotia
and its people; the pressing telegram from so
many valued and trusting friends; ail seemed
te me to show what the will of the Lord was.
Bnt the question still had ta be answered:
"Ibad I any right at present te leave my work
in the army ? t

No one who knows anything of the circum-
stances of my selection as Chaplain-General
can doubt for one moment that God called me
to it; that He had a special work for me to do
in this post. The Archbishop says : "No post
within my knowledge and recollection cost
authorities, civil and ecclosiastical, se much
trouble as yours did in the filling of it. That
God bas you there with your special gifts and
special experience no man eau doubt." For.
two years and a balf I have met with nothing
but helpful kindness and consideration from ail
those in authority, in carrying out what I
believe te be necessary for the well-boing of the
Church in the Army.

Blut as yet the work is but beginning. There
are many unrealized plans. many hopes of use-
fulness, many attacks on the kingdon of dark-
nese which two years's experience bas opened
out before me. Others might indeed carry on
this work more efficiently than I eau, yet for it
a man needs knowledge as well as love, and
that knowledge is not to be ion by any rapid
intuition, but by patient study of our soldiers,
of their wants and capabilities. Exporience
alone shows one how te apply the old truth,
the everlasting gospel, to their special circum-
*tances, Tbe wçrk ia peciliar, unique. "oThre

are many Bishops," says the Archi shop, "but
one Chaplain-General." The Secretary of
State writes to me: "I feel strongly that your
loss te us just now would be almost irreparable."
Thus strengthened by the judgment of those
whose position enables thom to judge so well,
I can but believe that God has called me dis-
tinctly to my present work, and that I have
not completed it, and if I give it up thas
maturedly I should be thwarting God's pur-
pose.

Yet, in full view of your action, and all that
it implied, I felt shaken, at least my heart
went out towards you, while my judgment bade
me stay. I tried te put away ail selfish
thoughts and desires. I could but " commit
my ways unto the Lord," knowing that He
who orders " the course of this world " for thei
good of His Church would, according te His
promise, ' direct my path."

I placed mysolf, as yo would, I know, have
bidden me do, in the hands of the Archbishop.
He says . "That this call means so distinctly
that you are, without the concurrence of other
signs, ta move from the war office te Nova
Scotia, I could never believe. I cannot con-
ceive that you are called to Nova Scotia, or to
do anythin but to walk with God in a great
office more actively and closely still." In ac.
cordance with this clear decision I telegraphed
at once te your Archdeacon.

Had your cal], so unexpected and unsolicited,
come te me after a few more years of work for
God whore he bas placed me, I feel that I must
have acted differently and recognized the cau
as from Him, and simply have bowed my head,
crying, "fore am I, send me."

I cannot in words tell you the real pain this
decision bas cost me. Your kindness and con-
fidence will never be forgotten; it will ever be
to me one of those few incidents in life which.
profoundly affect time and eternity. You have
given me a stimulus which will be inspiring, a
new impulse ta work more zoalously for God,
and te live more closely te Him.

The call bas humbled me. I could only say
"My soul cleavoth te the dust." Such calls
never can do anything else ta any genuine man.
Once befere I felt this most intensoly, then one
te whom I epeke said ta me, "Ah, my brother,
-finish the verse, 'Quieken Thon me accordrng
te Thy word'." That qnickening grace of His
Holy Spirit God wiLl give, and in it is my trust.

Specially am I dosirous to thank yo for the
unanimity you have exhibited, and with a very
grateful heart I must acknowledge the tolegram
from St. Paul's parish, Halifax, assuring me of
welcome. This added te my desire te come te
you.

My dear friends, I have learnt much since I
saw you face te face. One truth has been im-
pressed in my soul with ever increasing power,
"There are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit; there are diversities of operations, but
it is the same God who worketh ail in all."
Believing in the manifold helpfulness which we
mon are able te exert for our fellows, in the
manifold gifts of the one Spirit, in the manifold
channels throngh which Jesus gains our love
and rules our will, I should have worked in
Nova Sceotia cheerfully, heartily, .trustingly,
with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin-
cerity and truth.

Nova Scotia bas special claims upon me, for
in it for six years I met with nothing but en-
couraging kinduess. Never was my work more
full oflhappiness te myself, or more generously
judged by others. In spite of much immatu-
rityjand lack of completeness you received me as
a fellow laborer with God. I never ceased te
thank my God for those years; they did mach
to make me what I am, and to fit me for my
work. Friends still living amongst you, and,
above ail, three now in the paradise of God-
Bishop Binney, the Venerable Dean, and that
grandest, truest, of men, G. W. Hodgson, help-
ed much my spiritual culture and gave me "new
thoughts of God," "new hopes of hoaven."

While your late bishop was alse an ever ready
friend and adviser, whose impartiality, right
judgment and clearness of insight I have nover
ceased to admire.

With these recollection you wil easily under-
stand how deeply I have felt this refusai to
come ta yon as your Bishop; yet it is rig lit
that it should be no, and according to the will
of God. No personal feeling, no self-will bas
dictated it. God will bless it to you and, I pray,
te me.

There are two words with which I would
counsel you, if you will allow me this privilege :

(1.) Recognise the faet that the Church in
Nova Scotia muet be a missionary Church. Do
not be content with the well being of your own
congregation. Win Nova Scotia fer God; lot
that be your aim. There is in every man grand
spiritual possibilities; claim every man for
Christ, bis true master. Believe that the
Church of England is the best spiritual homefor
English speaking men and women, and do your
best by your life and truth to commend it to
your fellow-counatrymen. We all love the
Ohurch-her worship, her prayers, ber sacra-
ments are dear to us, they bave touched our
lives, I know what the Church eau do in Nova
Scotia, for I have seen its power. Never bave
I met with so willing a people, so ready to
hear, so glad to respond to the truth when once
brought home to them. The Church should
put forth the converting power of God, the
Holy Ghost, for the gathering together the
children of God, who are scattered abroad, as
well as use the powers for edification commit-
ed to her. If you desire to enter into God's
purposes for His Church, yon should remember
that that purpose is Nova Scotia for Jesus, and
lot your sympathies be widened and your efforts
increased, so that te the restless hearts of hun-
dreds around you the firmn unchanging truths
of which the Church is a witness might be
brought, and the present living Saviour reveal-
ed; while to the mass of human hearts steeped
in sin, and overpowered by passion, the precious
blood which cleanses from ail sin might be made
known in ils cleansing and purifying power.

(2.) Recognize the diversity of gifts, needs
snd instruments lu the Church, through which
the manifald wisdexn of God le ehewn. ]3ear
with one another as you ail were prepared to
bear with me. You are one Church, one in hope
and doctrine be one in charity, one in earnest
work, one in your love of your fellow-men and
lu yaur desire te belp them. NVe are ail being
drawn nearer ta each other; the commen des-
tiny of sorrow and death do that; we are learn-
iug that God's trabhs are many sided, sud Gad's
methods numberless; that we do not hold con-

fiicting doctrines but completing ones. NotE-
iug can show more plainly how you have in-
creased in this blessed knowledge than your
conduct toward me. Do not "grieve the spirit."
Lot Him Le the bond of union He yearns to be.
As a united Church, each congregation cheer-
fully submitting te the authority of the whole
Church, while retainimg its own individuality,
you will be stong iu the Lord and ln the power
of Ris might.

May God give you thon choicest gifts, enthu-
siasm and love. May ho reveal to yo more
and more the source from which they come,
the loving Holy Ghost. May you be baptized
with the Holy Ghost who is comfort, life and
fire of love.

I know God will give yon a bishop who will
"mrule yen prudeutly wltli ail bis power." My
prayer shal nover cease to ascend for this result,
that he who is chosen te this office in my stead
may be a good shepherd ; May "hold up tbe
weak, heal the sick, bind up the broken, bring
again the outcasts, and seek the lost."

To one God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, I
commend you; may the peace of God rest on
yon and yours.

.Believe me obediently, ever yourm most faith-
fully and gratefully in our blessed Lord.

J· <J. EDemGL Q.


