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us the present alone is the really small and insignificant
Giants tbere were in those days, Heroes too, and truc i-
venters.

Strange to how little we know cf this stone age. How
quickiy bas it meltcd, yea even vanished before the more
pcotent reign of Iron and its conquering legions. Yes I we
imight safély sa>', that cf it, whiie on this Continent it bas
corne down to aur own times, we know as littie, as of the age
in countries where it bclongs to the far distant past

Without the knowiedge cf the preperties of Iton or how
to work it, and its appiicability te their many wants, the
ancients used Stone. Or it were better, perhaps, to say that
their clurnsy stonc impiements have been superceeded by
those of Iron. Hence the terms Iran and Stone ages.

It is in examining wbat littie there remains to us of this
stone age, that we may learn something cf the earliest in-
habitants cf this metropolitan City cf Canada. And really,.
save a cursory sketch by Jacques Cartier, it is ail tbat we
may know cf them. It has been written of people, *"by
their works shail ye know them," nething extensive or grand
havetheyleft. Yet greping in the niist we may stumble on
a few facts in their bistory ; and, with ne other point frein
which te viewv, let us look at them tbrough their works, few
and insignificant though they be.

Truly rude, more theexercise of instinct than reason, this
first use of Stone. Primitive man, pressed by hunger, with
the mest canvenient stone, siew and eat. It is related of the
cari>' Caiedonians : that each carried a bail cf flint; and,
that it might net be lost, had it attached to a long thong.
Hurling tbis with uncrring aim lie brouglit dewn bis necess-
ary prey. Thus, have we expiaincd te us, the first use ni
Stone. Cartier tells us, in the acceunt of bis visit te Ancient
Hochelaga, that the villagers had lieaps cf stones piied up
within their walis, fer defetice in case of attack.

The cultivation and use cf cereals as food, eariy necessi-


