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A DOMINIOLN POLICE.
The Grand Trunk strike, and the serions

publie inconvenience which resulted
therefrom, must be still fiesh in the re-
membrance of the publie. It lias been gene-
rally admitted that the meals of suppres-
sing sudden riots in Caniada are lamenta-
bly defective, and many were disposed te
blame the Governmnent for want of vigor
on the occasion of the late strike, when
those who were disposed te do their duty
were coerced by the strikers. The fact is
that there is no properly organized force
adequate te grapple with such emnergen-
cies as the one te whici we have referred.
There are a vast nunber of policemen
employed in our various cities and toiwns,
quite sufficient for every possible reqliro-
ment, if they were properly organized.
Fortunately we have got about as good a
model for the force which is required in
the Dominion as il is possible te have.
The Irish constabulary has been repeat-
ecly tried in a country whoere party feel-
ing unfortunately prevails to an extent
that we have no idea of, and yet, althougli
the constabulary comprizes men of oppo-
site religions, it lias never been found
wanting when the law and publie order
required its services. We can hardly

douîbt that there will be a genîeral admis-
sien hliat such a force would prove efgreat
public uitility, but thiere may be douîbts as
te the practicability of securing sich a
conclrirenice of publie opillioni in) its favor
as to reider its establishment possible.
If we ai-e correct inl ouîr opinion tliat such
a police force woild îlot onîly be a great
boonî to tlc couitry generally, but to our
large cities and towns eispecially, the ex-

perimelt would Ube well worth trying, even
if at first there weas only a -very moderato
linolnt of co-operatioi on the part of ic
local gov-rniiiints o- the mnlicipil cor-

porations. Aleadv t niclei fi sucih a
force is iii existence. We refer tu the
mîointed police of the Nortlhwest. TUe
Dominion Governiineit lias only te extend
that force, improving. perhialps, the reglîha-
tions niide r whic it is orgalized, te wat-
ever ex-teilt ihe c requireen cts of the coin-
try inay deiand. Wc shall not dw-ell on
the subject of legislation. It is not in-
probable that the co-operation not onlîy
of the mnnicipalities but likewiise of the
Provincial Legislatures imay- be necessary,
but, as we shiould not advocate anything
like compulsion in the emnployinont of the
force, we should not aiticipate aniy objec-
tion to permissive legislation. There
should, in our opinion, bc a I)ominion
police, with the requisite inspectors aid
sub-iispector-s, coisisting of a suflicient
nunber of men to supply ail our cities
and towns, and perhaps counities, vith
whatever number of mien theiy should be
willing te pay foi-: At present the numîn-
ber of mien employed in the cities of

lMoitreal, Quebec, Toronito, London, King-
ston, Brantford, St. Catharines, and cier
towis, is very considerable, but, oving te
want of organizlation, they are of little
value in case of distuibances sich ams
those wre have recently experienîced. 0,10
great advantigc which would b gaiied
by the employinent of siche a force would
be tlc absence of local feeling cin the part
of its mienbers. The miie would not bc
in the emîploymnent of any pariticular coi-
poration, but in that of the Dominion
Gove-îîmnent, and would Ue, in a great de
grece, if not altogethier, free fromî local
sympathies. l'u great advantago to be
gained woild bc the existence of a large
body of nen who woild bc available at
the shortest notice for service in case of
nîeed, and wie would bc under thoroughli
discipline. Ii cases of occasional absence
special constables miglit be temporarily
employed in the city ou- town denuded of
its regular police. Such occasions w-ould
bc of rare occurrence, and of course the
cost would have to be defrayed in the
saine way as if the nilitia wvere called
out. lt seems to us that, ii a coun-

try -liee there is no standing army,
it is iidispensably necessary that ia
force organized anîîd paid for the preserra-
tion of order and the enforceient of the
laws shoiuld be so utilized thjat, instead of
being scattered over the whole country il
snall detachincnts, inder local control, it
should be ccntralized and tliis rendered
tlioroughly effective. lIfsuch a force were
oranized it wvould probably bc expedient
to have a small resorvo at. sone central
point wliere the rest Of fic force could ho
sent periodically in detachinments for drill
and otier instrction. eli- sceliie whicl
we sugest would involve littile, if any,
additional expense, and would, wve are
persuaded. add iaterially to the meais at
the disposail of te govermînei nt for grapp-
ling w itih diflieulties that m1ay occur at
anîiy umomenîî t, aild foi wlich we are at pi e-
sent iulit lliprepared.

RECIPROCIl'TY.
Ainong the sulijects which underwent

the consideratioi of the Dominion Board
of Trade, at its lato ieetiig i was what
we mray well terni the haclkneyed ne
of reciprocity. It was the one in
which douibtless the visitors fron the
Uniteld Suites took the greatest inter-
est, and iwe notice thiat siice the ietiig
somne inflicitial journals on the other
sido of the line have referred to the im-
portance of an eirly settlemlient of the
question. Past Oxperience leads ns to
doubt very inuch the expediency of any
furitier discussions of the reciplrocity
question by Boards of Trado, oitlier ii
the Unitel States or Canada, but especi-
ally in Canmada. There is no occasion
whatever to instruict the Public in thiis
couitry îith regard te the advaitages of
reciprocal free trade in olr natural pro-
du cts, anl it is liir fromi iip robable that
there would bc a very genieral concurrence
of opinion iii favor of the extension of
the principlle to certain branches of mani-
uifactures coiion to the twro countries.
The quiestion has long since been ripe
for diploiacy, anid it is vain to imagine
that any good coild resuîlt froim thm
apipointmlient of a joint commission Of the
character that lias beein suggested. of
course the present time is most nlipropi-
tiens for considcring the subject. We are
on the Ove 'of a complete change of gov-
ernmuent in the United States, and it will
be a considerable time, whatever imay bc
the resulte of the existing controvorsy,
before the new governiment w-ill be iii a
position to decide whether it iwill re-opoîn
nvgotiattioins or not. \Ve earinestly hope
that there will bc no more such blunders
as tlhe last. We refer to the mission of
the Hlon. George Brown, regarding which


