
THE FIRST IMPERIAL CORONATION
By Normait Pat/erson

T is extremely unfortunate that iii-
iness should have prevented the

coronatian oi Edward VIl on june

a6th. Thie King is King, and the

ceremoniy would anly emphasize the

fact. Nevertheless it would have been

a niast notable event, and would have

taken place in the presence of repre-

sentatives or every part ai the Empire.
If Hlis Majesty's health continues ta

i mprove, the coranaton may take place

within a few wveeks. It cannot, how-

ever, be the same grand spectacle that

it would have been had there been

no postporinent, since the Colonial
guests and visitors must necessairîly be

mucli less nuiflerous.
This coronation when it does occur

will bc the first Imperial coronation.

When Queen Victoria was crowned an

J une 28th1, 1838, there were no Colonial
premiers present in the Abbey, no Col-
onial troops in procession. The Queen

was not proclaimed Empress ai India

until JanuarY xst, 1877. She neyer as-

sumed the title ai 'lSovereign ai the

British Domiînions Beyond the Seas.>

She never visited the Colonies although

she recognized their growing import-

ance by sending her son, the present
King, ta visit Indlia and Canada, and

by arranginig for the Colonial tour oi

te Prince and Princess ai Wales

which took place last year. When

King Edward îs crowned, he will be

te. first Imperial sovereign. This is

significant. It marks a new era in

British history, and is evidence that

te days ai *1Little England " have

passed forever. Landon was once the

capital of England ; then it became the

capital of Great Britain ; then the capi-

tal of Great Britain and Ireland. Ta-

day it is the capital of the British Em-

pire. So has grawn the title and

greatness of the King. King Edward

%vill bc the crowned sovereign of a vast

Empire.
Coronations differ in various caunitries,

but they are the mast interestîng sur-

vivais of ancictit mnairchiical customs.
in sorte couintries, ;u, în Ru'tssia, thie
sovereign crowns himselî ; in sonie, as

in Spain, the King merely takes the

aath of fidelity ta the constitution ; ini
other coutitries, as in Germianyv, the
coroniation is prsmdwithout any
ceremiony. lui (reait I;ritaini lte event
bas always been one of solerin grand.
eur and particular signilicance. The
people do homage, thie King- takes the

oath, is anointed by the ischshp

presented with the spuirs b1y th)e Lordl
Great Chamberlain, \withi the, sword

by the Archbiishops and l3ishop1s, î,
invested with the armilla andl IMperi1al

mantde by the Dean )f* Westintster,
and receives the orb ; a ring, a glove,
the sceptres are then delivered ta imin;

after thîs cornes the puttil)g onr ot the

crown by the Archbîshiop, thie presentt-

atîon of the lioly Bi1ble. 'lhle cere-

rnony is undaubtedly long and tediouN,
it may hiave lost miuch i ilsu early

signficacebut it is anie of thie nota-
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