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plain that the working of the Land Act
will make them candidates for the poor
house. The alternative should not be too
hard for them to accept. They were
always ready to recommend it to their
tenants, whom their exactions had reduced
to poverty.

THE morbid love for atrocities is rapidly
increasing. The columns of the press teem
with accounts of murders, arsons, and
deeds of violence, which have become the
favorite reading matter of the masses.
Editors and reporters vie with each other
in representing these events in the most
highly colored manner, interwoven with
sensational comments and imaginary de-
iails. The evil effects are seen in the
growing distaste for profitable reading, the
low quality of conversational subjects, and
in too many instances, degeneracy of
public morality, especially among the
young.

O~ the second of February—on the
morning of her Feast—Our Lady of
Lourdes brought back to life a sick priest
whose life was despaired of, M. I'Abbe
Felix Buurmans, Vicar of St. Joseph, in
Antwerp, Belgium. His zeal ruined his
health, medicine failed. He detcrmined
to make a pilgrimage, to ask for life or
death at Lourdes. When he left Antwerp,
everybody said, ‘“We will meet again—
in heaven !” The cabman who drove
him to the hotel declared that he would
not ever again drive him back to the rail-
way station alive; the carpenter at the
hotel expected to make his coffin. But
the Abbe Buurmans plunged thrice into
the basin. The third time he felt some-
thing like a general tearing up in his
chest. “I am cured,” he said quietly.
It was true.
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