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651, informs” his readers that Furscus,
another Irish missionary, much extolled
also by Bede, visited the territories of
Sigibert, l\m‘f of the last Angles, and
converted o the Christian faith lm';r(,
numbers of his subjects,

Fordun, a writer of the 13th centuryy
states thut Aidanus, Finatus, and Col-
manus, or . St. Colman, the founder of
the monastery of Mayo, converted to
Christinnity several kings of the north-
ern and centralinhabitants of England,
ko fur as the banks of"the Thames X and
also the great body of their subjects.
Tle enumerates the following kings con-
verted by them;—Gand{y 1(lus Oswaldus,
Ostery, Oswin, DPenda, .m(l Slgllmt.
William of Malmsbury states that at
the time of Andhelm (who was himself
instructed by Medulphus, an Trishman,
and “founder of the college of Malms:
bury), the Trishmen were then wmamime
doctos.”

Camden, in his history before quoted,
speaking of the foundation of Glaston-
bury, says, ©“ In those early ages men of
exemplary piety devoted Lhunmlvcs
here . to God, especially the lvish who
were nhunl.unctl at the king's expense,
and instructed )outh in n,llmon and the
liberal sciences.

Archbishop Usher the Protestant
Primate of Iveland, more. than 200
years ago, conclu(lcs a long naration of
the ‘virtues, lives, and labors of' those
lrish missionuries, by saying that the
bare enumeoration of the names, not to
talle of the acts of the dlshn(ruhlmd
holy men of Ireland, would require
much study and labor.

.Moreri in his celebrated dictionary,
under the article “ Ireland” gives an
interesting description of' the Tabors of
Irishmen in the dittusion of Christianity,
eivilization - and literature, over the
world, and the foundation of monaster-
ics; schools, and “colleges by them: e
adds, ¢ Treland “has given the most dis-
tmgmshcd professors to the most famous
universities in Kurope, as Clandius Cle-
mens to Paris,” Albunus to Pavia, in
Ttaly, Johannes Scotus Lnnm.x to Ox-
ford, in England.”

“The T 1glish Saxons received hom the
Lhur letters, - and with them
the.-arts and sciences. which have ‘been
_distinguished among “these people, as
Si¢ James Ware p1ovos in-his. treatise

on Irish writers, chapter thirteen of the
first boolk, where i 1y be seen an account
of the celebrated nendemies and public
schools which were maintained “in Ire-
land, in the 7th, 8th, 9th, and- 10th
ages, which were resorted to particularly

by the Anglo- Saxong, the French, and -

ancient \\nlus who were always re-
ceived there with greater hospitality
than any other couniry in the Christian
world. “And again he states, «They
(the lrish) were inundated by the inter-
vuption of a frightful number of Danes,
and other ])LO‘)]L of the north, who, like
the Bomans in IMeance about the same
time, destroyed, ruined their colleges
and monasteries, put to death an infinite
number of monks and priests, and re-
duced that country (which was then, as
the historians of the time declare, the
most civilized in Burope, the nursery-of
all sciences and virtues) to the lasg
state of harbarism.”” Sir Jumes Ware,
after noticing Giraldus Cambrensis, ob-
serves, “Although the Norwegian plun-

dercrs, who in the 9th age,  under
Turgesivs, occupied this land for 30

years desbx oyed almost all the churches
and hool\s by five; nevertheless, the
study of literature revived, and even in
the 11th age Ireland was ocsteemed as
the repertory of the most learned men.”

Lord, Littleton says, We learn from
TBede; an “Anglo-Suxon, that about the
Tih centnry, (heing the period of the
institution of the monaster y of Mayo)
numbers hoth of the noble and second
runk of Inglish, left their country and’
retived out of Bngland into Ireland for
the sake of studying Theology, or lead-
ing there a stricter life, and all these he

aflirms the Irish (whom he calls Scots) -

most willingly received and maintained
at their own charge, supplying them
with books, and bemcr their teachers
without fee. or 1cward (which is &
most honorable tobtxmony not only to
the learning but likewise to the hospi-
tality of the nation. ). While referring
to the atrocitics of the northern barbar:
fans he adds, “The fierce spirit of their
veligion inereasing the natural barbarity
of their minds, they turned their rage
more 1):11't1cul.u-ly against the clergy
whom they massacr ed without mer CY';
and in their hatred to them burned their,
books; schools, and convents.”
the many learned men whowere driven
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