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Lave ever devised. To be interdicted from the ordiiiary intercourse of life; to be
regarded as unclean and abomir-able in, the siglit of his nearest relatives ; to be sup.
posed to counnsuicate pollution ky the nere touch; and ta be cuit off fron ail the
resourses of indusry ; such is the condition of the Clristianized Ilindu with re-spect to his countrvmen; and unhappily he finds but insufficient encouragement in
the new society, by whicl h>e is adopted. It has rarely been the policy of our In.
dian government to patronise converts; and the Christian societies tlat have been
forned, are scarcely in a condition to conpenàbate such sacrifices, or to furnish abun.
dant employnent."

Notwithstanding all .these discouragements, it ivas found that the
Word of God still prevailed. The number of native Christians was
observed to increase. From returns made about the time, their num-
ber ivas computed at upwards of 350,000 persons. Besides these, in-
cluding the civil and military ofiicers, and the white inhabitants of the
the several Presidencies, the King's troops, the Company's European
troops, and the half-castes, their was a Christian population, amount-
)ng, at the lowest estimate, to 252,900 persons. Tihese were al
Protestants; neither tlue Roman Catholics, nor the Syrian Christians
were includetd From among the former, many were convertcd from
tine to time by the Protestant missionaries, some of the Syrian Chris-
tians also were received into their communion, and sentiments of
good-will seem to have been entertained by the bishuops of that im-
poverished and persecuted church, towards those nembers of the
Churcli of England, vho appcared desirous of maintaining an inter-
course with them, and secking their aid in the grand work, then pro-
secuted with reiewed ardour, of translating the Scriptures into the
lative tongues, and of disseminating them among the people. In

taking, however, a general survey of Clristianity in India, the Arch-
deacon of H1untingdon vas fiee to admit, that the advancement it
had made was nlot such as might have been expected, considering aIt
how renote a period the name of Christ was carried to its shores.
Tlis he places upon, unquestionable authority, at a very carly age.

.. . . . . .' Wietler Pamntæenus in the second century proceed-
ed to India, or went no f'urther tin the happy Arabia, it is ceitain that the Peuninu-
eula possessed a knowhledge of Clhrist eariv in the fourib century no doubt is en..
ertained that Frumentiuuu, the Apostie <,'f Abyssiniia, beraue an Iidian lishp -

It stands upen record, that the Primate of India was preseit, and subscribued hlis
nane to tLie proceedings of the Council at Nice ; aid the Mahotnedan writers ad-

tnit, that Christianity prevailed in India before thue introductioi of Islatuuismu."

In proportion as the Mahomnedan religion gained ground in India,
the visible Church insensibly declined. It was indeed rcserved
amnong the Syro-Indian Churches; but their nembers :md inulhience
Were so nuch reduced, owing to the persecuit(on, wiicl they SUfered,
during a long course of years, firomI the heathen, that lte attention (A,
the Christian world seels to have beeCn entiruelv wtithdr i m them.
The extraordinary neglect shown towaIs tlhete peyLk Là,,h ek


