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TiLis nuinber is sciai to nîa»i friciatl5; wcse ilaincs are 21ot yJct

forwwrding itir doffitrs ati «drcss? f is désirable to sul'-
scrib.e cariy, as lS rps ti«ia vr waiLm&cr P c re r-
1er. g for fidure Tefcreilce andl iitr

THE MUNICIPÂL1 REVENUE.

Wc hear frcqucntly te assertion, tîtat if te Scott Act bc car-
ried, or if, býy an> ncans, prohibitijon. sltould lecoane itle Iaw of our
commnaitics, tiacre would bc serieus difllcult.y cxpeiiencd by our
municipal councils in ncecting te deficit in Liacir annuni incoine Viant
would 1>- causcd b>v the withdrawal of t7se present revenue froni hi-
cense fS& in order that our clectors inia fully understand this
asatter, wc heu> place before thean a few fai in relation to the pre.
mut revemnue anid iLs probable diminution under te Scott Act.%ys-

Ais a maLter of fact the total aniount paid ovir fromn ite license
fund to ail municipalities in te province of Ontarioi during Lihe ycar
1882-4 w&s $2484.3a79.79 andi titis w&s the net revenue dcrivcd iii titis
province b>' *Il our niunicipal treasuries froin te liccuse -Vstcem.

TUere wcre issued ditring te ycear nned 4,101 tavcrn andi
hkop licces ot us assume thiattliîcbusinessdonc b> Lhcsc placcs
antountet to an avcragý,c of oniy $12 cacit per day. Uot uis assuine

tisat rno of the dealers seli on Suttdays or offhcr da>'e tpon witich
mie is prohibited, LUece wilI reimaiin about 31l0 sciiing day; in te

year, 4,104 liquor shops, cati selling liqîtor de.' y to Lie aznount, of

S12 for :J10 days would abstract froti the pocket,4 of tlue people of
titis province tile stlait of $15,266,S8o.oo. Thais estiiaate is
tîtoderate, falliatg really soinewliat short of Oiîtario's fuir proportion
of the atmual drinik expexîditure, of Canada.

Out of titis large suita of xaaoney taun by our Iiquor-seillrs
titerc tvas painl itato our maunicipal treisuries otaiy the couipairativcly
sanail aîaioutat îtaaîad. so tiant the accouait statnds as foiio-.vs:

Ailttinut coileced by te liquor-scîlers.$..1 i5,266>8O.00
l'aitl over to mnticipal trcnsuri.!s...........2s4,379.79

Cost of colicctinatg....................SI$4,982,5 00.21
The~ follj of the polie>' of paying out over 3150 for the sakze of

securhnt, a revenue o! Iffl thuan $,3 is too patent to zxeed comtment.
WiVIJ ulo a people richer by over 815,W0,,00 lac axble to pa~ te
extra k]00,000 aaxd stili bc vastlv better ofi

If the crinnous sutat of tnoaaey thus absorbed y te liquor
busintess reinainect i the liands of the taxpayers o! the coannutxity
it woul no doubt be fouatd iii Lhe sliape of taxable propcrty, anti
Liacre would Liius bc atidet to oîtr agre iit ssesltiL.t a atount
Liant wouid ut once furnisi thLe %wltole revenue now derivet frotta Lite
iiqucr systetax. b>'a taxation rate icss tai wtatTorotato, nt precnt
pays. Titis resuit, it atîust Uc îaoticed, wouid Uc attaiiteti even if
Lucre were no interiai progress ia te coaaatiuaity as tLit rusuits of
te utore Loatiperate auad industrious hiabits tLiant wouid iaaevitaibiy

folloar tihe abolition o! the drink systata.
If -tue dloscdl ill. «Il oa&r li'jatr shOJ>S io-<l«y, -ive WI'Idd huart ini onte

y/età- a comnxaniitiy -ro -7tW&CJ ricder, iloud ilteiirc.c ivecti1te -ILICICac21ore tlictin makc upl for tlie lo.ç i iciiicipdtl -rcicnae (I «the prent
rilte of ax<Liao iLw

thp choice betveeît prohibition aatt lietase is, to Liais provinice,
statîipir the chiioce bcta.vccn pa> ill. atnntaliv in liard ca.sh1 fifteca

millions o! dollars, or osiy payvitag taxcs tapon proprty o! timat value
andi kecpiaag the propertv stil illnour l>OSSe;ss!oll, carniaag for uis pro-
bably five Limes as mnuch a s ave pa>'.

Wec ]lave exaijaxet carefuli' te -iccounts of inan>' tatuaticipa-li-
tics in the province of Onatario, antd nizziost invariably rond te foi-
lowing- to bc te exact Ntate o! fU r:] te local pamper andi
police cxpeimes, lie added Lo ie iitaunicipaLiitv's proportiona of coutt
criaiiaal and itndigent uxpcmtsvs, thte muan ivill ie mclore ta double
Lihe revenue-reccivei b>' te iauinicsialitv froin thae license fuîad. If
wo.nstae LIant otai cite liai! o! our criatiatai andi poor cxlemises are

fairly ciargcable to te liquor trallic, i iistill lUc scen Liat wc arc
iosiîîg front te ver>' xtart, i our license svstean: . "en if ave ignore-
Lte witoie Iiiae o! arguiient .ilrcadly goue over, andi assutuie LliaL ac
gùt te revcue as a cicar incotate froîn Lte liquor trhec.

IL is soileffianes Pargued Liant taking away the hicene fron llotei
propr*ytvouldl diattinisi te value of such property, tit Liie ssc-

nient of sucit propertv wvouid bc xealatced sutnd otir propoiL>' would
have to Le taxcil ut a. ii.-hir re to luel up. A enrfui examina-
tion of a niutuber o! assessaîtexît roils, andi itafortatation givven direct>'

b,)yassessanent cet iisLsioners anti assessors show ttat, iii no case is a
license, cnsiderecl as cttihanciavv Lte ctuaI value of a piec of iotel
propcrt-. S\oi cotidti Lsfairiy suconsitIercd. I i.stierci>'a ein-porar afridr, antît terminaLe in a few niontas, anti conisc<uematiy
couiti have none of fice qualifications of permanent ivorti cthii
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