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CLUB RATES.

The Canada Citizen is published at an exceadingly low fignres, but as some of our
Jriends hace asked for Special Club Rales, icc make the following offer :=—We 1cill
supply

5 copies...eicnaann...... one year 8r§¢ 00,
12— “ 9 00.
b N o 14 00.

Subscribers will ollige by informing us at once of any irregularities in
delivery.
Subscriptions may commence al any time.
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Al communications shonld be adidrezsed (o

F. S. SPENCE, - -

MANAGER.

TORONTO, FRIDAY, AUGUST 15TH, 158+

This number is scnt to many friends whese names are not yet
on our subscription list. Will they kindly aid our cnterprize by
forwarding their dollurs and addresses? [t is desivable to sub-
scribe early, as we propose amaking cvery nuwmber well worth pre-
serving for fulure reference and use.
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THE MUNICIPAL REVENUE.

We hear frequently the asscriion, that if the Scott Act be car-
ried, or if, by any means, prohibition should become the Inw of our
communitics, there would be serious difficulty experienced by our
municipal councils in mecting the deficit in their annual income that
would be causcd by the withdrawal of the present revenue from 1i-
censefees. Inorder that our clectors may fully understand this
matter, we here place before them a few facts in relation to the pre-
sent revenuc and its probable diminution under the Scott Act SYy's-
tegn. .

As & matter of fact the total amount paid over from the license
fund to all municipalitics in the province of Ontarin during the year
18823 was £284,379.79, and thiswas the net revenue derived in this
province by all our municipal treasuries from the license system.

There were issued during the year named 4,104 favern and
shop licenses.  Let us assume that the business done by these places
amounted to an average of only 12 cach per day. Let us assume
that none of the dealers sell on Sundays or other days upon which
wlc is prohibited, there will remain about 310 selling days in the
yeas, 4,104 liquor shops, cach selling liquor daily to the amount of

=

$12 for 310 days would abstract from the pockets of the people of
this province the sum of $13,266,880.00. This estimate is
moderate, falling really somewhat short of Ontario’s fuir proportion
of the annual drink expenditure of Canada.

Out of this large sum of money taken by our liquor-sellers
there was paid into our municipal treasuries only the comparatively
small amount named. so that the account stands as follows

Amount collected by the liquor-sellers. .. . . .§13,266,550.00

Paid over to municipal tréasuries ........ 284379.79
Cost of colleeting ...................... $14,982,500.21

The folly of the policy of paying out over $150 for the sake of
securing a revenue of less than S3 is too patent to need comment,
Will not a people richer by over $15,030,000 be sble to pay the
extra $300,000 and still be vastly better off,

-

If the cnormous sum of money thus absorbed by the liquor
business remained in the hands of the taxpayers of the community
it would no doubt be found in the shape of taxable property, and
there would thus be added to our aggaregate assessment an amount
that would at once furnish the whole revenue now derived from the
liquor system. by a taxation rate less than what Toronto at present
pays. This result, it must he noticed, wonld be attained even if
there were no material progress in the community as the results of
the more temperate and industrious habits that would inevitably
follow the abolition of the drink system.

If awe closed wp wll owr liquor shops to-duy, 1ce world huve in one
year « community so much richer, that the increased weedth wonld
more than make up for the lost municipal rerenue at the present
rale of taxation. ¢

The choice bLetween prohibition and license is, to this province,
sinply the choice between paying annually in hard cash fifteen
millions of dollars, or only paying taxes upon property of that value
and keeping the property still in our posscssion, carning for us pro-
Lably five times as much as we pay.

We have examined carcfully the accounts of many municipali-
tics in the province of Untario, and almost invariably found the fol-
lowing o be the exact state of affairs:—If the local pauper and
police expenses, be added to the municipality’s proportion of county
criminal and indigent expenses, the sum will be more than double
the revenue received by the municipality from the license fund. If
we-assume that only one half of our criminal and poor expensesare
fairly chargeable to the liquor traific, it will still be scen that we are
losing from the very start, in our license system : even if we ignore
the whole linc of argument already gone over, and assume that we
geb the revenue as a clear income from the liquor traffic.

It is sometimes argued that taking away the license from hotel
property would diminish the valuc of such property, that tiic assess-
ment of_such property would te reduced and dther property wovld
have to be taxed at a higher rate to level up. A careful cxamina-
tion of a number of assessment rolls, and information given directly
by asscssment commissioners and assessors show that in no casc is a
license considered as enhancing the actual value of a picce of hotel
property.  Nor could it be fairly so considered. Itis merely a tem-
porary affair, must terminate in a few months, and consequently
could Eave none of the qualifications of permanent worth cntitling it




