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RUBE'S REFORIMATION.

Rube Rc\ford ouglit to have becn a lhappy fellow. 1le %vas certiiily,
considcred one on the day Mien Katc %Viicle becamie lus bride. Ile wis
the envy of cvcry yoiuug juin iii the rude ivesterii limlet uvethe cerc-
ilnony look place, and i rnany %vere the good %visites slîoucred on the Il cads of
the nel.eddpair for their future lnuppiness aîd S,<~>ey till, tiierc
iwcre thuse vvuo flot only insinuanted but buasted that the lielpmuîati of lier
vluoice vvas tiçuwrty the vontait lie bd %voit. Kate*s etltiier anîd iiititler
%vere particularlv opposed to the match and did :uhI iii ulicir pow~er to irte-
vent it, but tbe girl, becsides lier iiinwaverisig love, îaeeda dçtcriiiiîed
wçîll, wlîîicli, wdîen once avoused, carried inueh befoftre it. Riffic J.veIird
%ps tuevter accotintud a strîctly, tehîlp)erate tuat. Ilndved(, tire lîad hîccn
tîntes befure îîîarriage %vhen lie %vis for days umîdur the isiflitt:ice of liqutor,
and Katc lind scen Jin in that state, tiierefore kîtuw full) the eNîcut of bis
%çcaikness. Butt the %vantait loved the îuîan aîud witliî lier.,eIf re.so(lved ilit
bis reclarnation should bc lier dutv. llit~ suicces.s iîust crowuî lier efforts
site littIc doulb: cd.

Auttiiiiiu drifted ay, tlmc crops i:ad becen ,authcrcd i anid Ai the idi.
cation-, pointed to ant early and severe %vinler. %I)e srccs continticd.
,No wvincl was tbu cold ; uo snowv too dcie tu kccp lujîni fronitallmîs
a not listant tavern. One evening in the la-tr part of I)ct:ciiîber lie look
down bis legginigs and gun front the pcgs %vluere thcy lmung andi was irîar-
ing tu go out. Katc went to liiiii and said :

IRube, you Ilîust îl leave îo.night. Give in tu Ille îliis tinid: alud siay
at liotie."

1 amui oniy going for a j-.unt,*' lie replicd dé" l'il bc brk so
déNO, vou arc going to NV.asliburn's. 'Fnmigluî, you will, voit iiiist gritify

Ile. 1 anui afraîid t reinain liere alonc."I
"Afraid ?'lie. answered. Stici a uluing as fear was ilmmu'sî uikmiown to

Site clasped lier hands iround bis neck, wbs>rdinsu blis car. lier
chuecks fluslîed brightly. ilien sit down in the rocker and cried as if lîeý
lieart wvould Ibrcak. Rube- btood tîte gun in a corner, îlmrew aside tue leg-
gings and cricd too.

The le,.î iîîormîing wvicn the winter sun beanicid upmu tle eal>i, the
littlc log sIiultter licId thîrce soukd isisttead of tuwo. A wee %trniger luad cone
in tue niglit, a briglit eycd b:uhy girl. lier wcak cry seciiîedlic un ove ail1
the buter par: ofic liusband's naturc, and bis wvife Îoukvd upon himn %vith a
ncw.-horn confidence in lier face. After a wcck. 'dieil Kate was alile il- sit

uRubc luen tua riite tue happy cvcnt to lus graniL-rents. lz: wus tuefirst lm libalvstdilieni for îuîontlis. Vcry t.irlv iii tlîe iiîornlin liestarted, and 'dien the if-iernuon sliadows Iegan ifo ligtlicin Rîtu lookcd
ont tcagerlv for lus retuirn. Ih vs towvard day b)reik wlicii lie a1ppeired, lis
hinds and fect airnosi frozen and bis scrnses aliiost sttî,efcd( lw litluor.

fl'le ivifc*. tîcir hl<es twere de-,Iinied ta bie %hortlie. r.bvîah
pîromîises îiî:irfketl flic iiiorroiv, but davs wcnt Ily oîly t0 sc theuuî tinf;illted.
Now luec %vas a1 ncw torture. RuiII; *.âd fnrsakený WiasIlirs, and miade
]lis viNit tu Ilincville insicad, %vleri: Kaîe'7s faîlier and iollir lived. It w--as
ahinosi miore iluai te bconîns nature coîild hear lu kni ditî lier parenits
wcre div frcqucnt witncesscs of lier liuslband's disgrn.cc. Thiis %%-a.- . a rt of
tlung su-le couild flot and wvould not long brook.

Littic Kntc, he baby, wis a niontli ol to a dat- wlici Rulie mîade pre-
piat.ions one îîîoirnin;, for a trip to Piricville. Knte lookvd cin silcmitlv for
a few imntent,<, and thcn said:

dé luercç arc voit gain-, >-
Il Onle litîevll.
Id lliaî for ?

Id c ab>out àoie lxK>wder and sitiff-
"'hulat is unîrte. N'ou are going ii slpend the day 'diii worthltess coin.-

panions. and ti wl contc bat-k stuîaid wviîl liquor. Rubv. li.tçn to Ille.
I have %tix)d IlI il is poîssible for nie tu enflure. 1 lbîmvecl andi en.
irtaîcd %onu tu abandon a hîabit whvlui lis ulisîgr.reclu li. itinut
-tilt Milluot Ilman fbumr thild grow III) lu kîiow afllber wliu, -s a tirunkard.
If voit refuse in -aav at hionte 1 have said sur hist %-%y. Ga, to l'ineille if
vc.iu ii'% fin chii ho ut if yi ire nul lucte Nol)cr hv 5side I h go
N-ili t îi baby tu> faîtlier\- and in thiýc baoise I -nil icneyr «. sely i fot

IIIaî ai îlk," Rube ,tnsvcrcd, in a rouil, jkmg ii-ei
fashbion. Id Why. it"s fificen utiles in Ilincville."

Id No niauttcn," %%as tlîc finni rejoindecr. -' 1 wili itke tilt stani ii tue
cbild andi I freezc lu ticabli livth udiv

Lo'ok miut (or divwe s Rube fauglucd igin. T*Ilicre lhave hemii
hall a d'îzen sixmî latelv. Il lias hçcn a liard %visiter foir uliciiî. and tl;ev*rc

Wuvsor no iints7 iitcned Kate, Id'il g.
Riuihlig elioiî Ille biouse lincasily fon au1 Imour br %fi. iii flgý--cl 1î:..

self cuin. lc-in;z- bimiTalo cmau, gun atit aIlI. Kaiv w"nvd wav anid samld
ievcr .1 %orc.i- Ioicnlec Ile clotr anti wîulinut lnkgha' k rcl*îakd

Idl'il lie licre ai suinsct.*«
-S-t- îhuai youl arc,- "as Ille rvply.. Id If vau mmic licire la:ln Ile ligitîse

wmll lie rvuiiptv.«
fli wh iffc hur ils fornn ar-mss tilt vearing and .s.-w i li.a,,a in

uIl licavy timben ivliiîlî tint-led %lic cali. She ttinuucd toi lier lnsloî
dutics but liad tu licai fer ulicîi. Weil rie kîicv Rulie Rvc'ird wcîuid

break luis last promise as lie hid broken others before il. If so hie must
abide by tue resuit. Site %ias deteriiiiined.

Thue day wvent 1», at a snaiFs pade, anud bue afrerpioon seerned never end-
iuîg. Kate fomidled tue baby, listened tu lier crow and cry, and fed hier a
dozei tintes. Ilien suec prepared suipper, and suiîset carne wlien il was
comileted. But il brouglit lio Rubc. aoiller lîour and stili lie was
abusenit. so tue muomuents passed tintil the dlock struck ten. 'l'le baby
%%as faust asîcel>. Kate rose front bte chair at the cra.dle side, a look of firm
deteriiiiuîatiouî on lier face, auJ opcning tlîe cabin door site pecred across
the clcanisig. Nut a soul w-as visible. Siue closed tlîe door, went to bue
c-lit!.î and ltook front it a pair of old fasluioîied skates, wvluose stcel rouiners
gleaict iii te lire ligliu. Site laidi tlmern rcady for use, auîd procceded to
wraî. liersell*ias %vanuly as poss-ible. 'llien site bundled the baby in tue
saiue niîanner, lifted lier tetidurly in lier arnîr, and witu tue skates slung
over lier sîmoulder, started across tue elearing. After reaclîing tue timber
suhe left tîme beaten pauli and made for tue river. It was coated hcavily
with ici; and tue winds lîad b)lown il alrnost entirchy free frorn sm'ow, leaving
a tic.arly siaked surface. Kate laid tlîe baby down for a few moments whihe
site fastcuied o11 lier skates. flme she lified lier baby once morc an.d
sta-rtcd for Plineville, fifteen miles away. The moon slione brighbly, she
%vas a wonderfully raîuid skater, and site knew nlot the slighitest suspiscion of
fear.

1-ube Rex\ford sit ucar tlîe wvarni fure, whîiclî was surroundèd uy a dozen
meni besides luini. He liad been there for hours lisîcning to anecdotes of
huunters' lives, evcn adding to tîme gencral fund with saine of bis own ex-
puriences, ]lut îluough his companions coaxed and persuaded him thcy
coumît net hîrevail upon liini bo baste liquor. T'his was somcthing se erutirely
new îlîat nuany a laugh and joke was lîad at bis cxpense. He answered ail
persuasions to inmbibe iii the saine way, saying oni>', IlNot to-day, boys;
flot to-d.-y."

Ml'ien sunset came hie was stili in bis seat. He wantcd to bc home, hie
wintcd t kep bis promise, but bie îlîought lue would wait awhile and stant
latcr, so it would flot look to Kate too much as if hie were giving in. Se
liiuking, lue wvent to a quiet corner by liiinîself, and had flot been there

long before lie fell aslcep. It was cleven o'clock whcn bie awoke witb a
stunt and said hurrcdly:

"W lu%?at is it, Kate ?,
A lottd roar of iaughter brought bim to his senses, and a rougb voice

cred :
"Rube, guess you have been dreaming."
"Ycs," lic rcplicd, foolishiy ; I 1 hought my wife was caiiing nie."

lIc glan,ýced ailte ic ock andi said:
«Bys U nmust go."

li ave sorncîiing before you le-tve," was the gencral cxy.
"No, no ; flot to-nigbi."

Thlen lie w-as gene. His consdcucc smote him as lic trudged througu
tue smtowv. It would be after two o'clock whcu ihe reached home. One
thing consoied hit sonuewiit ; he m-as sobcr. But would Rate be in the
cabiui idlcn lue returned ? 0f course she unust bc. Nothing short of ruud-
iîess could beuuipt lier to kccp the rash vow sue matie in the morning. So
tiiotiglît Rub,'. This w-as because bce was incapable of cstimating the great
suuffering which lic luid causcd luis wife.

On lie wcnt, until through tbe stillness of the n1gbt vas borne to bis
cars the sound cf f.illing waters. It proceted from a spot whicb rnark&d
tic luaif --ay 1-ctween Iluncvillc anti bis own home, anti was causcd by the
river tumbling down a stel descent of fifieen or twcnby feet cf nmggcd
rock. His roa il tbtis point iay close a- tbe river bank and soon hc was mn
fi"l vicw oftbbc cascade. As lue passcd it lie noticeti mith a sort of sbudticr
luoi cold and dark the %ater Iooked as il tumblcd down. For th irby fet
above the falis thcrc was no ice. It broke off* abruptly, and the cuarrent
rusiieti from beneath with terrible vclocity. Bcyond in tbe mooniight
glisteneti an uunbrokcn surface of clcar ice for fuliy haif a mile beforc tiiere
v-as a bcnd in tue river bank. fIlie sigbî was an olti one to Rubte and ihe

paiti ne hecd bO it but stalketi on silentdy, stili îbimiking of Rate and won-
dcning if tue caibin would bc tcnauitIcss. Suiddenly hc sicood stili andi
iistcncd. Nfany ani car woumld have hecard nothing but the sourud cf rushing
maters. Rub's acule and practiccd licaning tictecteti somctbing more, and
lue feut instinctiveiy for bis antmunition andi looket te c pniming of bis
rifle. '1lem froni a distance the soîund came again--a peculiarcay, foliowed
Ihv-intothieranti anotier, tuntil bbc>' culdet in a chorus cf îurueantbly yelis.
Rîmbe iîuttcrcti te hiniscif crue word--woives---and strained luis cycs in tbc
diretion of thc curve to thc rivvr's cdigc. flic cry proceeded fnom that
dirction andi gnew louder cvc.-) instant.

liefore lic coulit dccidc on a plan of action tbcre shot out from a bcnd
iii ilue river %vital lookcd to luni like a wonman canrying a bîundlc and skating
ftirt dean hife. .$lie stnaincd ci.ery n-.rve, but neyer once cricd out. Ncxt
ceille a wolf, followcti rapidiy, b>' ailiens, wbicb swchied the pack te a tiozeui,
al'ravenous, yciping, Snanl]ing, and giuîing closc>' on ibeir prcy. Rube
r.aiscd ]lis rifle, fred, and begant te loand as lie bail nevcr loadcd befone.
Thec crics- caime nearer andti tcarer. 'l'lic wolves wce almost upon the
.wotuîauui! hI sctued as if ne canthl> livlp cotulti avc e r, wbcn, qcuick as

au arrow front a bow, sle sw-cnved te oe side, the tita on tbe bank in tbc
the meantime furing rapidly anti picking off wolfaftcr woif. A-frcsh danger
arase. *te wonian evidcnd>' titi net sec the abrupt break- ini the icc aboc
tuc falil; ante bbdank, swift curient wbicb lay beyond. 1'crhaps site vas


