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MUNICIPAL
I EPARTPXENT

LEGAL DECISIONS AFFECTING
MIUNICIPALITIES.

LEI-ws V. CîITY OF L0Oi)ON.-JudgC.
mient l)y Judgc Ic'M\ahon, ii tire Court
of Conimon Pleas at T'oronto iii action
triedw~ithout ajury at London. Action to
recover against the corporationi of the rity
of London the daniages wbich tire plain-
tiffs soughlt but failed to recover against
the dcfendants in Lewis %,. Alexander, 21

A.1'., 613, and 24 S.C.P\, 551. jurige-
nient for plaintiffs for an injuniction re-
straining defendants fromn permittiîîg filth
and refuse froin water-closets or other nox-
ions or foui niatter froni being carried on
to Ille preinises of the plaintiffs, and de-
claring plaintiffs righît to, daniages, îvith a
refercnlce to the local Master at London to
assess tire saine, and witlb costs of action
andi reference. Injuniction suspendcd for
ive mnontlbs to enable defendants to abate

the nuisance, wit1î liberty to, apply to ex-
tend tire tinme.

Stafford vs. The City of MNontreal.-
Plaintiff is proprietor of a lot of land and

preniises on Sebastopol street, Point St.
Charles, in tire City of Montreal, under
deed Of 24tb N oveniber, i 886. He ownred
the land and premnises in tire ycar 1890,

îvben the defendants, for the public benefit,
autborized the Grand Trunk Railway
Comipany of Canada, to construct a per-
manient subway at a place conimonly
known as "Th'le Crossing," on WVellington
street, wvbere Sebastopol street connected
directly witlî Wellington. The coristruct-
ion of the subway changed tire level of
Wellington street, and cut off direct coir-
menication wvitb Sebastopol. Instead of
direct communication, a si-all passage
froîn twelve to fourteen fct %vide wvas mnade
leading froni Sebastopol street to Congre-
gation street, and thence througlb the sub-
îvay to Wellington. Plaintiff daims that,
being thus deprived of his full acccss to
WVellingtoni street, blis property bias. been
damiaged and decreased in value for ail
time, and lie dlaimis five bundred dollais
indemnity Defendants plead a general
denegation iii fact and in law. This case
is airnost identicai witi that of Druimnond
vs. Mayor, Rldernien and citizens of Mon-
treal, decided by tbe lri vy Council in Eng-
land and reported 'n the 22nd vol., L. C.
Jurh.t. lu1 ibat judgemrent, thecir Lord-
ships stt -" It cc.rtainiy tien appears
that, in France, the depreciation caused
10 a bouse by stopping one end of a street,
supposing it to remain open at tbre otber,
is flot regarded as an interference witb a
servitude, nor (standing alone) sucb direct
and iniediate daniage as wili give a titie
to indeniiy, and, if tbis be so, there
scens to 1e no renson or autbority for de-
clarîng tie lawv to bc otherwise in Can-
ada.» Demlolomibe, Traiti ties Servitudes,
at No. 699q B., deals directiy whth sucli a

case as tire present one, and specificaliy
states tbat Uic public autliorities may
iiakc, witbotît i ndemnity, snicb alteration
for general uitility, Pages 205: "Comme
si, par example, l'administration dlominait
la largun de le place ou dle la rire. Ou
memie Ei elle fermait la rute par l'un de ses
touts, (le manion a en faire une impasse."»
In this case, tic defendants did not go so
far as to make un impasse; they left a
narrow passage. l>laintifl, althongli bis
access lias been (iiiaished, lias, witliin a
short distance of lus property, Farard
street, throti hi~li tcî coniunicatc
witb Congregation street, and tiience to,
WVellington. Tfice authorities on tire
French lawv, bold tbat, n such a ca.-e, tire
droit d'acces is flot inaterially interfered
îvîth. Tlien, it miust have been evident,
frorn tbe nature of tire place, even in i8S6,
dlate of plaintifi' purcliase, that at sonie
future uie, a subwvay or other menus of
avoidîng the railîvay crossings wvould have
to be nmade for~ tire protection of the public
at the Point, wvben tbe construction coin-
plainred of had been erected, and tboughi
it cannot be contended tbat such a snbway
ivas unforeseen at tire date of plaintiff"s
purchiase, under tbese circuinstances plain.
tiff's action is dismissed.

SL/ÂTE DEBRIS FOR PAVEMENTS.

Why shonlé flot tbe slate débris brick,
be tried for street pavements? asks tbe
British Clayworker. XVe are aware thiat
several attemipts have been made to utilize
slate débris, but we do noz knowv of any
concern that may 1e said to be making
slate bricks for the miarket wiclî a large
amnounit of success. And yet the diflicul-
ties in tbe matter of macliinery bave been
overcome, and in one recent case of fail-
ure at least, tiiere ivas no difflculty as to
capital.

Talking the other day to a %vell-knotvn
firm wbo have madle a ife-long study of
tbe tests of various materials, we were in-
formcd îlîat, in tbe course of certain trials,
it was found tbat a brick made of slate dé-
bris was one of tire strongest and hardest
materials tbeybad ever tested. So strong,
in fact, wvas it tbant tbe machine nsed wvas
not 3f sufficient power to crusbi it wvbole,
and il becamne neccssary to, cut the brick
in two, and use tirie whîole strengthi of the
machine upon the biaîf brick. Even then
they only succee(led in crusbing it wvben
the maximum powver of tire machine %vas
ernployed.

THE INVESTIGATION 0F PUBLIC
WATER SUPPLIES.*

13v FLOYLD DAvis.

One of lie most important factors in
tire prolongation of life and preservation
of lîealtlî in any coninnity is a pure and
îvbolescmne water supply. The necessity
of mecasures wvbicli enable municipal
antborities t0 secure sncb water, in quan-
tities to meet ail demnands, is now fully
recognized by every intelligent citizen,
wbo also knows tbat pure sources of
supplv can generally be deteriîiined only
by a thorongb and careful investigation.
As Uhc population of our country increases,

0Fro.,, Engnccring Magazisnc.

tire sources of contamination likcwise
multiply ; s0 ycar after year ht becomes
more difficuît to secure an adeqîîate stip-
ply of watcr for chties and towvns tlîat shahl
bcecntircly frcc fromn dangerous impurity.
In mounitainous regions, whicre tire condi-
lions for self-purification are miost favor-
able, wc gcnerally flnd tire purcst wvaters;
in great abtîndance; yct in the Mississippi
valley, wbcerc tire streams are gcnerally
sluggisli and frequently heavily laden with
organic impur'ty, and in tire eastern
States, wvhcre tice rivers are sewer-polluted,
tice problcm of sectiring pure wvater is
difficult, and it is sometimes ahlost im-
possible witli limited mens to furnish a
supply îlîat is beyond dispute: in its quai-
ity.

Many of our cilles an.d townls lie
adjacent to public ivater courses, froin
wv1îch tlic water, polluted or otherwise, is
pnmiped tbrouglb mains, without proper
purification, to be drunk by tbe people.
Under such a disrcgard for sanitary con-
siderations it is flot strange that wve are
still nîaintaining in some parts of tbe coun-
try a typhoid fever rate liigber than that
prevaiiling in any other civîlized country.
Our typboid death rate is too frequently
many-fold wvbat it is in sonie Enropean
cities, ike London and Berlin, wbicb bave
expended millions of dollars to secure for
tbeir citizens a pure and wvholesome sup-
ply of flltered wvater.

Tire ideal water for xnanufactnring and
domestic purposcs is distilled, and tbe
anîonnt of impurities, botb inorganic and
organic, found in natural wvater is, tbcre-
fore, a measure of ils purity. It is rare
that the mineraI constituents bave any
marked effect on tire quality of a water for
drinking, since the poisonous compounds
of barium, iron, zinc, copper, lead, and ar-
senic, wbich mnay exist in it, are flot oftcn
found in sources that are available for the
supply of cities and towvfs; and in tbe
sanitary investigations of a watcr suppiy
we do not usually look for these subtances.
But tire mpinerai constituents bave a bear-
ing uipon the use of a wvater for boiler and
manufacturing purposes. Its suitability
for tbe genreration of stcam is determined
mainly by the amoutnt of limie, niagnesia,
and minerai acids whiich it may contain,
since thiese bases incrust the boiler and
tue acid.s corrode it. Magnesium cbiorid
is espccially objectionable. The minerai
saîts also cbaracterize a wvater for nmanu-
factum ng purposes, since a liard wvater
containing much iron is unsuited for tbe
manufacture of starcb ; a watcr liaving
mtich magnesium in il is flot desirable in
the manufacture of beer; wiiile water for
distilleries slîould be as pure as possible.

Tbese are considerations of importance
only for particuhar purposes, but cvery
public watcr supply mnust be nsed domes-
ticaily by large numbers of people, and
tbe substances vlimch vitiate il for such
purpose are of greatest importance in its
sanitary investig'ation. Thîey are organic,
botb vegetâble and animal, and exist in
difeérent proportions in ail natural waters
irait have any communication with tire
snrface oftUicsoul. Thermanner in wicli
they gain access 10 water, and their rela-
tions 10 heaith and disease, bave been dis-
cnssed in a former number of Ibis maga-
zinc.* Suffice it, tlierefore, 10 say liere
thuat decaying animal malter is indirectiy
fi'r more darigerous tban decaying vege-
taî.on, for it is froil animal sources tuaI
tir( infectiotîs bacteria, now considered tue
real agents of discase, are mnainly dcrived.
Upon tic danger from tîese varions im-
purities is based our classification of wvater

suppies. (To bc Continued.)

Dcccmber, x8gz.


